April 9, 2008

Mr. Steven Kozey

Corporate Counsel

Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, Inc.
701 City Center Drive

Carmel, Indiana 46032

RE: Application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for Certificates of Need for
Three 345 kV Transmission Line Projects with Associated System Connections
PUC Docket No. ET2, EO02/CN-06-1115
OAH Docket No. 15-2500-19350-2

Dear Mr. Kozey:

Asyou know, one of the roles of the Minnesota Office of Energy Security (OES) isto ensure
that the records of cases brought before the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission are
developed as completely and as robustly as possible. It iswith thisgoal in mind that OES writes
today to request that the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator (Midwest 1SO)
consider intervening as aformal party in the above-referenced certificate of need proceeding.

This proceeding, known as the “CAPX 2020 Project,” is by far the largest (to date) single
transmission facilities project that has been proposed to be constructed in the State of Minnesota
or in the surrounding region. Applicants Great River Energy and Xcel Energy, together with
other electric utility partners, propose comprehensive changes to the bulk transmission systemin
Minnesotathat, if constructed, also will result in direct and significant impacts to the bulk
transmission system of North Dakota, South Dakota and Wisconsin, as well as the remainder of
the immediate region. Specificaly, CAPX 2020 proposes construction of three 345 kV
transmission lines criss-crossing nearly 600 milesin Minnesota with potential direct impacts on
over 70,000 Minnesota land owners. A project of this size and complexity aso islikely to have
materia effects on the bulk transmission system well beyond the borders of the four states just
mentioned.

As such, OES views that the record in this proceeding will be based to alarge extent on
information and data that is directly impacted by, directly pertinent to or based on information
and data gathered, compiled or generated by the Midwest I1SO. Sincethisinformationis
expected to comprise amaterial portion of thisrecord, OES, along with other Parties, will be
looking closely at thisinformation and will be seeking expert explanations and information
regarding this expected record evidence. These expectations have prompted us to make this
request today to the Midwest SO to consider intervening as aformal Party in this case for
informational purposes and also to consider providing an Expert Witness to sponsor testimony



