
3 INVITATION TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 
Dear Landowner, 

n July you were sent a notice letter by a group of regional utilities informing you of the 
proposal for three major transmission lines.These lines are proposed to ensure customers 
in Minnesota and the surrounding region receive continued reliable, low-cost electricity, 
and increase access to renewable energy sources. CapX 2020, a joint initiative of these 

11 transmission-owning utilities in Minnesota and the surrounding states, filed a Certificate 
of Need application for this project on August 16,2007, with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
?ommission. 

he CapX 2020 utilities have scheduled open houses ~n your area to prov~de information on 
the proposed high voltage lhnes and to answer your questions. 

These proposed lines represent one of the largest single transmission initiatives in the region 
in decades, possibly spanning more than 600 miles.The approximate lengths and general 
location of the lines are as follows: 

A 200-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) line between Bmokings, SD, and the southeastTwin Cities, 
plus a related 345-kV line between Marshall and Granite Falls, MN 

A 250-mile, 345-kV line between Fargo, ND, and Alexandria, St. Cloud and Monticello, MN 

A 150-mlle, 345-kV llne between the southeastTwln Cities, Rochester, MN, and La Crosse, WI 

Following a rigorous public process, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission will likely decide 
whether the lines are needed by early 2009. If i t  is determined that the projects are needed, 
the Commission will decide mutes for the new lines in separate proceedings. Portions of the 
proposed lines also will require approvals by federal officials and by regulators in North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Wisconsin. 



slectricity you can rely on 

Monday, September 10 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Wind Energy Center 
2390 County Hwy 1 
Hendricks, MN 56136 

Tuesday, September l l *  
9:00 a.m.-12:OO p.m.; 3:00 p.m.-200 p.m. 
Prairie Events Center 
1507 East College Drive 
Marshall, MN 56258 

Brookings, SD-SE Twin Cities (345-kV) 
Wednesday, September 12 
3 0 0  p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Kilowan Center 
600 ffilowau Dnve 
Granite Falls, MN 56241 

Thursday, September 13* 
9:00 a.m.-12:OO p.m.; 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Max's Grill 
1325 West Lincoln Ave. 
Olivia, MN 56277 

Tuesday, September 18 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Redwood Area Community Center 
901 Cook St. 
Redwood, MN 56258 

Wednesday, September 19 
9:00 a.m.-12:OO p.m.; 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Arlington Community Center 
204 Shamrock Drive 
Arlington, MN 55307 

Tuesday, September 11 Wednesday, September 19* 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m.-12:OO p.m. 
Best Western Big Woods Conference Center Ramada 
921 Western Ave. 2115 S. gUI St. 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Brainerd, MN 

Wednesday, September 12* Tuesday, September 25 
9:00 a.m.-12:OO p.m.; 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Courtyard by Marriot American Legion 
1080 2aUI Ave. S. . .  . 265 County Road 173 
Moorhead, MN 56560 - Melrose, MN 56352 

Thursday, September 13 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Holiday Inn 
5637 Highway 29 S. 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

Wednesday, September 26 
5:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

- West Central High School 
303 County Road 2 
Barren, MN 56311 

Tuesaay, aeprem~er 11 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Riverport Inn 
900 Bruski Drive 
Winona, MN 55987 

Wednesday, September 12* 
9:00 a.m.-12:OO p.m.; 3 0 0  p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
International Event Center 
7333 Airport View Drive SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 

Great K i r w  tn r rgy  . Mirttresout Poroer Mtenkr,tu P o u w  Cor,pertztrt,c 
Missouri Rtt,<,r E n e r a  Servims Otter  Toil IJr>roer Grrnyu,ry 

Rorl?csrrr P~ibl ir  Utilities E ~ u t / ~ c r n  Milltres#~fa Manrr ip~i l  h,u,er Agertcy 
Wiscurtsit~ P rhk  Poruer Irrc. Xcel E s r ~  

Thursday, September 13 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Coffee M~l l  Golf Course and Country Club 
180 Coffee M~l l  Dnve 
Wabasha, MN 55981 

Tuesday, September 25 
3 0 0  p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Red Wing Commun~ty L~brary, Foot Room 
225 East Ave. 
Red Wlng, MN 55066 

Thursday, September 20 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Pla-Mor Ballroom 
1913 gth St  E. 
Glencoe, MN 55336 

Tuesday, September 25 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Park Ballroom 
300 Lexington Ave. S 
New Prague, MN 56071 

Wednesday, September 26 
9:00 a.m.'12:60 p.m.; 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Archer House 
212 Divis~on St. 
Northfield, MN 55057 

Thursday, September 27 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Holiday Inn 
20800 Kendnck Ave. 
Lakev~lie, MN 55044 

* Coordinated wbth Btenn~alTransmlssion Planning 
meeting- www mtnnelemans.com 

Thursday, September 27 
3 0 0  p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
American Legion 
505 P~ne S t  
Clealwater, MN 55320 

* Coordrnated with Bienn~al Tmnsmbnron Planning 
meeting- www.mlnnelecmns.wm 

weonesclay, September 26 
9:00 a.m.-12:OO p.m.; 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Archer House 
212 Divis~on St. 
Northfield, MN 55057 

Thursday, September 27 
3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Holiday Inn 
20800 Kendrick Ave. 
Lakeville, MN 55044 

* Coord~nated w~th B~enn~alTransm~ss~on Planntng 
meeung- wwwmlnnelectians wm 



Cap1 2020 to Organize Work Groups for 
Community Involvement 

site at w. capx2020 com f( 
i n f o m U o n a n d ~ . l h e  
slte Includes an wenlew of tke 
projects, map of llne 
~ l n f w r m t k a o a ~ l o  
tolr ~ncssses, and a Wrl 
of tramml*iloa and ektMy 
terms Visit theweb sltefofpb 
tos of transm~sJoa Uneand rrllld 
torblne w n m ,  a caW 
of upcomlng own bowes and 
publlc meetings,anU to EMltrCt 
CapX 2 0  wW any quesHons 

b2 e a d ~  2008 the three 345-kV CapX 2020 project managers will 
 old a series of meetings where small groups of community representatives 

will come together to discuss the individual projects.The work groups will be 
comprised of stakeholders representing various paities with an interest in 
the routing process.These meetings will help to ensure that the project man- 
agers receive community input about the proposed routes. Local government 
officials, representatives from agriculture, state and federal agencies, and 
environmental groups, among others, will be invited to join these work groups. 

The work groups will be asked to participate in a series of meetings over the 
next six months to help identify and confirm some of the criteria used in 
proposing routes, evaluate local routing issues and provide feedback on initial 
ideas the utilities have developed for narrowed corridor and route options.This 
input will assist in the development of refined corridors that will be presented 
at a second round of CapX 2020 open houses in Spring 2008. 

wfedbackontbepmjects. If you are interested ~n partlclpatlng in a routlng work group, please contact 
us through the Web slte at www capx2020.com or call one of the toll-free 
project phone numbers. Work group meetlng summanes will be posted on 

W W W . ~ U X ~ ~ ~ ~ . C O I I I  , the capx 2020 Web site. 
- 
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Ibe CapX 2020 utilities hosted 24 opn h s e s  in September and October 
to provide informath on the p n p m d  high voltage lines and to answer 
n " M h  

Cap 2020 Group 1 proposed project study corridors L 

Contact information 
-mall addresses and toll-free numbers for the three projects: 

Brookings, SD - SE Twin Cities 
(888) 473-2279 brook1n~s1nfo@ca~x202O.com - 

Fargo -Alexandria - S t  Could - Monticello 
(866) 876-2869 fargoinfo@capx2020.com 

SE Twin Cities - Rochester - La Cmsse 
(800) 2387968 lacrosseinfo@capx202O.com 



rury rru 

Monday, December 10 
12:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m. 
courtyard by ~ a r r / o t  
1080 28th Ave. S. 
Moorhead, MN 56560 

6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Best Western Events Center 
921 Western Ave. 
Fergus Falls. MN 56537 

Tuesday, December 11 
12:OO p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Alexandria City Hall 
Council Chambers 
704 Broadway 
Alexandr~a. MN 56308 

6:00 p ni.-8:00 p.m. 
Amerlcan Leglon 
505 Pine St. 
Clearwater, MN 55320 

Thursday, December 13 
12:00 a.m.-2:00 u.m. 
~ ~ v e r ~ o r t  inn 
900 Brusk~ Drlve 
Wlnona, MN 5598 

Two major approvals must be obtained from the Minnesota Public 10 Public Meetings Utilities Commission (PUC) before a high voltage transmission line 
Minnesota Department of can be built: a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit.The Certificate 
Commerce Public Meetings of Need oroceeding examines whether the D ~ O D O S ~ ~  facilities are 

6:00 p.m.-8:00 p. 
Heritage Suites 
2829 43rd St. NW 
Rochester. MN 55901 

Monday, December 17 
12:OO p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Best Western Marshall Inn 
1500 East College Drlve 
Marshall, MN 56258 

6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Max's Grill 
1325 West L~ncoln Ave. 
Ollvla. MN 56277 

Tuesday, December 18 
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Arllngtor Commun~ty Center 
204 Shamrock Drlve 
Arlington. MN 55307 

6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Grandpa's Event Center 
31846 65th Ave. 
Cannon Falls, MN 5500( 

necessary and what the appropriate size, configuration and timing 
of the project should be. In August 2007 the CapX 2020 utilities 
filed a Certificate of Need application for three 345 kilovolt (kV) lines 
with the PUC. In October, the PUC found the 345-kV Certificate of 
Need application to be complete and referred the application to an 
Administrative Law Judge to schedule public hearings. In a separate 
Route Permit proceeding, the PUC determines the route and design 
of the line.The utilities expect to file a Route Permit with the PUC 

New Fa&#& ~ ~ 3 ~ g ~ ~ @ 5 ~ ~ ; r "  -: 
A new fact s&et tiEBd'diT2 Regulatoly P~I& bh~gh foliage :.:, 

0-  

Transmission Unes" Is now available on the CaN 2020 Web site y, $5;; 
(www.~px2020.~m/lwrn~~l).Ro fact sheet provides an oveniew of k' 
the regulatoq pmcess associated with the major approvals necessary 
before a blgh voltage transmission llne ciin be built In I#inne=dn j* 

potential human and environmental impacts of the proposed CapX 
2020 345-kilovolt transmission line projects. Information provided by Additional Information 

in 2008. 

The CapX 2020 utilities are involved in similar review, permit and 
approval processes for the proposed 345-kV lines from the regulatory 
rnmmissions in North Dakota, South Dakota and Wisconsin. 

- 

North Dakota Public Semw Commission 
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility 
Transmission Facility Permit 

Public Senice Commission of Wiseonsin 
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
Facilities Permit 

Department of Commerce to Address CapX 2020 Projects at December Public -- MeetingsJ 
In De --...l-., -... M~nnesota Department of Commerce (DOC) wlil host that should be revlewed. Comments _- _ _  --_ _ _ . . ~ l l y  or in 
1 0  publlc meeungs to gather Input from the publlc concerning the wntlng.They must be submitted to the DOC by Jan. 14,2008. 

the public will be used by the DOC to help generate an environmental 
scoping document. The meetings also will give citizens an opportunity 
to ask questions and to learn more about the proposed transmission 
projects. We encourage you to participate in these meetings. 

Scoping Document/Environmental Report 
The DOC will use the scoping document to frame important human 
and environmental considerations in the proposed project areas. 
Based on this document, the DOC commissioner will issue an order 
identifying the alternatives to be analyzed, potential impacts to be 
addressed, the schedule for completion of the environmental report 
and any other matters that are to be included in the environmental 
review.The final product, known as an Environmental Report, will be 
submitted to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission as part of the 
public record that will be compiled during the Certificate of Need 
pmcess.The report will help the commission determine whether to 
grant the CapX 2020 utilities a Certificate of Need for the projects. 

Public lnput 
The December meetings will be informal and will include a brief pres- 
entation by DOC staff members and from representatives of the CapX 
2020 utilities. Citizens will have an opportunity to comment and ask 

If you are unable to attend one of the meetings or if you prefer to mail 
your comments, please send them to Mr. David Birkholz, Energy Facility 
Permitting, Minnesota Department of Commerce, 85 7th Place East, 
Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101. If you would like additional informa- 
tion about the DOC meetings or the Certificate of Need or permitting 
processes, contact Mr. Birkholz or go to 
hnp://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?id=l9120. If 
you would like additional information about the CapX2020 projects, 
contact Mark Suel at  (612) 330-6750 or visit the project Web site 
at w.capx2020.com. 

qdesuons. Citzens are encouraged to make suggestions regard~ng 
alternauves to [he proposed projects and to provide input on .mpacts 
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- - - .  %- - - In e43y &tanher pu m ivad  an iwlbtlonm aftend a CapX 2020 open house in ywr area. &* to 
fl&t,, > 

*--L- - ,. --- . - th.8 kigh lewd J intern& in the pmjm we haw scheauled three additional public msetitq@ &k8 m ~ &  . -- _.'I - 
'-2 ;-- to ensuk that many lapdnmus & possible h m  an opportunity to learn rnon about the pmpmed . j :<:*.+!:". - " 

k ;+:. q, ,c;791 --hi@, - 6% W m i M n  tinr! projms, induding a 250-mile 345-kV tine between Fargo, ND and 
. . 

i 
, - - c 2  , . .. . ~o&&~';~.These meetings a@-a repeat id the meetings hosted in September and will not contain i 

ap new i~rkgtim. 
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k them MU- &no farmat pmwmtion, pleas& came anylime durtng the open house hours and shark? 

CapX'2020 k.21 joht init&@ of 11 t ~ a n s r n ~ & q + w ~ i a g  utilities in MinnesQta and the surrounding I 
ragan to exrnn i t~e ekt&~tran$rni&n E(rfd k.d@~i&r continued reli~Me, affordable ete&ricQ 
and inneese amss ta  rawable en@* soufceklhs $apg ;IMO utiiltles filed a Certificate of Need 

I 
I 

appticatbn for 345-w lines on W@st 16,9&i)5-w?,h thg MingasDta Public UtiUies Commission. 

RW pmpased ~ t r ~ p r r t s e n t  one of t t ~  ~argest ~aa uanwiisiien idtiam ili the @on in-decades, 
, pohslsrly ~8nning IT%@ thgi - .  6W mifes. 

, .  

€ololi~ng a I I @ ~ S - ~ Q ~ ~ G  &&s, the Minmta P u l e  Wit@ CoMmlsIon will likely decide whether 
1 the ~ n e s  aa n- g e g i l y ~ 0 ~ .  ~f it is determined ~ l a t  the Rmjicts are needed, the eornmiaioR wit4 .. 
= deeide routes %r the ~e lines in sparate pmeftdings. PbPbrtjons of the propd.tmes also wilt require 

.' a p p m b  by federal o~cials and by regwtzrtcm in Ror~r Dakota, sou* D a m  atutwiseonsin 

: - ~ w n i r &  pubtic meetings and hasnng wiil be held mnvghout h, pmcess;Jfyou are undle €o-gtbnda 
tha Od:aberr open houses, feel R'ee to wbn@ comments at w.capQO29,com or call ar email us, - 



CapX 

I OPEN HOUSES 
luea. 10 f 23 - 3pm-7pm Wahpatdn, ND 
North Dakota State College of Science (NDSCS) 
Student Center (1st building on the campus ova13 
Red Rief Valley Rmm 
800 6th !Street North 
Wzthpetoln, ND 58036 

. - * - -.- 

- w;>ib.$2+: 3bpJt-7k '... !#h9.aim;, 7 . ' ~  . , . 
Meaton ~inerkicijn t i ~ a n .  . iw4 

. Highway 75 North , , , - _  .F 'e& * .  

. , .' . 
Yheaton. MN 5629F . - .  . $ . -  - 

* >  . . , 

I 
D u ~ .  10/25 3pm-7~m Befgrar 4 f r,"l.GB-Fi . 
Municipal Buildi 1 & 3 L ~ ~ ~ ~ @  
417 Washbum 

&$ 
eelgrade, MN 56312 Contact information for the Fargo-Alexandria-St. Cloud-Monticello project: 

866-876-2869 fargoinfo@capx2020.com 



Ueli~erillg eicccricicy you caa rely or1 

For more information, contact: 
Xcel Energy Media Relations 
(612) 215-5300 

CapX 2020 utilities schedule open houses to provide 
information about transmission line proposals 

MINNEAPOLIS (Sept. 5,2007) - The CapX 2020 utilities have scheduled open houses in 
seven communities to provide information to local residents and landowners who may be 
affected by a proposed high-voltage transmission line between Fargo, N.D., Alexandria, St. 
Cloud and Monticello, Minn. 

Utility representatives will answer questions about the need for the new 345-kilovolt line and 
related facilities, advise attendees about how the public process works and answer questions 
area residents may have. The utilities also will use the meetings to begin collecting 
information for a route permit application that will be filed with the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission in the fall of 2008 and for additional filings that will be made with the 
North Dakota Public Service Commission. 

"These open houses are our first opportunity to explain why the line is needed and to begin 
working directly with local government officials and landowners to help determine the best 
location for the line," said Darrin Lahr of Xcel Energy, routing lead for the Fargo-Monticello 
line. "The process for building new transmission lines is an open and inclusive one." 

The Fargo-Monticello line is one of three 345-kilovolt lines CapX 2020 utilities are 
proposing to meet future demand for electricity. Utility projections show that electricity use 
in Minnesota and the surrounding region will increase between 4,000 and 6,000 megawatts 
by 2020. The proposed lines also would significantly expand the ability to deliver renewable 
energy to electricity customers. 

"The 345-kilovolt lines proposed by the CapX 2020 utilities will help ensure continued 
reliable electricity service in Minnesota and the surrounding region by upgrading and 
expanding the high voltage transmission network that is the backbone of the region's 
electricity system," said Terry Grove of Great River Energy, a co-leader of the CapX 2020 
effort. "Additionally, the lines will strengthen the network so that more wind energy 
resources can be developed in southern and western Minnesota and eastern North Dakota and 
South Dakota." 

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission must approve two main applications before the 
lines can be built. The first application, filed on Aug. 16 and available at 
www.capx2020.com, asks the commission to determine the lines are needed. The second, a 
route permit application, will be filed in mid-2008. Both applications require a rigorous 
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public regulatory process and each takes approximately 18 months to complete. Additionally, 
the project requires the approval of the North Dakota Public Service Commission and will 
undergo review by federal agencies. 

Utilities involved in the CapX 2020 proposals will work with landowners, local, state and 
federal government officials and interested parties to determine the best locations for the 
lines and use that information in developing the applications. Opportunities for significant 
public input are built into the state and federal regulatory processes, including public 
meetings and hearings, on both need and routing decisions. 

Along with Great River Energy, Elk River, Minn., and Xcel Energy, Minneapolis, utilities or 
groups that expect to participate in one or more of the CapX 2020 projects are: Central 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, Blue Earth, Minn.; Dairyland Power Cooperative, La 
Crosse, Wis.; Minnesota Power, Duluth, Minn.; Minnkota Power Cooperative, Grand Forks, 
N.D.; Missouri River Energy Services, Sioux Falls, S.D.; Otter Tail Power Company, Fergus 
Falls, Minn.; Rochester Public Utilities, Rochester, Minn.; Southern Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency, Rochester, Minn., and Wisconsin Public Power Inc., Sun Prairie, Wis. 

Here are the dates and locations for open houses in the Fargo-Alexandria-St. Cloud- 
Monticello study corridor: 

Tuesday, Sept. 11,3-7 p.m., Best Western Bigwood Event Center, 921 Western Ave., 
Fergus Falls, Minn. 

Wednesday, Sept. 12, 9 a.m.-noon and 3-7 p.m., Courtyard by Marriot, 1080 28th Ave. 
S., Moorhead, Minn., coordinated with Biennial Transmission Planning meeting ( 
www.minne1ectrans.com) 

Thursday, Sept. 13, 3-7 p.m., Holiday Inn, 5637 Highway 29 S., Alexandria, Minn. 

Wednesday, Sept. 19, 9 a.m.-noon, Ramada, 2115 S. 6th St., Brainerd, Minn., 
coordinated with Biennial Transmission Planning meeting (www.minnelech.ans.com) 

Tuesday, Sept. 25, 3-7 p.m., American Legion, 265 County Road 173, Melrose, Minn. 

Wednesday;Sept. 26, 5:30-8 p.m., West Central High School, 303 County Road 2, 
Barrett, Minn. 

Thursday, Sept. 27, 3-7 p.m., American Legion, 505 Pine St., Clearwater, Minn. 

The open house schedules in other CapX 2020 study corridors and more information about 
the CapX 2020 proposals are posted on the CapX 2020 Web site at www.capx2020.com. 
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For more information, contact: 
Xcel Energy Media Relations 
(612) 215-5300 

CapX 2020 utilities schedule open houses to provide 
information about transmission line proposals 

MINNEAPOLIS (Sept. 5,2007) - The CapX 2020 utilities have scheduled open houses in 
six communities to provide information to local residents and landowners who may be 
affected by a proposed high-voltage transmission line between the Southeast Twin Cities, 
Rochester and La Crosse, Wis. 

Utility representatives will answer questions about the need for the new 345-kilovolt line and 
related facilities, advise attendees about how the public process works and answer questions 
area residents may have. The utilities also will use the meetings to begin collecting 
information for a route permit application that will be filed with the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission and a certificate of public convenience and necessity that will be filed 
with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin in the fall of 2008. 

"These open houses are our first opportunity to explain why the line is needed and to begin 
working directly with local government officials and landowners to help determine the best 
location for the line," said Pam Rasmussen of Xcel Energy, routing lead for the Twin Cities- 
Rochester-La Crosse line. "The process for building new transmission lines is an open and 
inclusive one, and this is just the beginning of our efforts to give people the opportunity to 
provide input. " 

The Twin Cities-Rochester-La Crosse line is one of three 345-kilovolt lines CapX 2020 
utilities are proposing to meet future demand for electricity. Utility projections show that 
electricity use in Minnesota and the surrounding region will increase between 4,000 and 
6,000 megawatts by 2020. The proposed lines also would significantly expand the ability to 
deliver renewable energy to electricity customers. 

"The 345-kilovolt lines proposed by the CapX 2020 utilities will help ensure continued 
reliable electricity service in Minnesota and the surrounding region by upgrading and 
expanding the high voltage transmission network that is the backbone of the region's 
electricity system," said Terry Grove of Great River Energy, a co-leader of the CapX 2020 
effort. "Additionally, the lines will strengthen the network so that more wind energy 
resources can be developed in southern and western Minnesota and eastern North Dakota and 
South Dakota." 
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The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission must approve two main applications before the 
lines can be built. The first application, filed on Aug. 16 and available at 
www.capx2020.com, asks the commission to determine the lines are needed. The second, a 
route permit application, will be filed in mid-2008. Both applications require a rigorous 
public regulatory process and each takes approximately 18 months to complete. In addition, 
the Twin Cities-Rochester-La Crosse project requires approval of the Wisconsin commission 
and will undergo a national Environmental Policy Act review with federal agencies. 

Utilities involved in the CapX 2020 proposals will work with landowners, local, state and 
federal government officials and interested parties to determine the best locations for the 
lines and use that information in developing the applications to Minnesota and Wisconsin 
commissions. Opportunities for significant public input are built into the state and federal 
regulatory processes, including public meetings and hearings, on both need and routing 
decisions. 

Along with Great River Energy, Elk River, Minn., and Xcel Energy, Minneapolis, utilities or 
groups that expect to participate in one or more of the CapX 2020 projects are: Central 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, Blue Earth, Minn.; Dairyland Power Cooperative, La 
Crosse, Wis.; Minnesota Power, Duluth, Minn.; Minnkota Power Cooperative, Grand Forks, 
N.D.; Missouri River Energy Services, Sioux Falls, S.D.; Otter Tail Power Company, Fergus 
Falls, Minn.; Rochester Public Utilities, Rochester, Minn.; Southern Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency, Rochester, Minn., and Wisconsin Public Power Inc., Sun Prairie, Wis. 

Here are the dates and locations for open houses in the Southeast Twin Cities-Rochester-La 
Crosse study corridor: 

Tuesday, Sept. 11, 3-7 p.m., Riverport Inn, 900 Bruski Dr., Winona, Minn. 

Wednesday, Sept. 12, 9 a.m.-noon and 3-7 p.m., International Event Center, 7333 Airport 
View Dr. SW, Rochester, Minn., coordinated with Biennial Transmission Planning meeting ( 
www.minne1ectrans.com) 

Thursday, Sept. 13, 3-7 p.m., Coffee Mill Golf Course and Country Club, 180 Coffee Mill 
Dr., Wabasha, Minn. 

'l'uesday, Sept. 25, 3-7 p.m., Red Wing Community Library, Foot Room, 225 East Ave., Red 
Wing, Minn. 

Wednesday, Sept. 26,9 a.m.-noon and 3-7 p.m., Archer House, 212 Division St., Northfield, 
Minn. 

C.r#t frcr i  .t~aurr~oltr Ml~trkif><l/  I t f r z m  ,\,qt,IkV * l>dffl/::fZt! ~'otuer ( 1lrrprrf3frtr * I;n?@# R t ~ e r  1 I I E I ~ ) .  
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Thursday, Sept. 27, 3-7 p.m., Holiday Inn, 20800 Kendrick Ave., Lakeville, MN 55044. 

The open house schedules in other CapX 2020 study corridors and more information about 
the CapX 2020 proposals are posted on the CapX 2020 Web site at www.capx2020.com. 
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CapX 2020 utilities schedule open houses to provide information about transmission line 
proposals 

ELK RIVER, Minn. (Sept. 4, 2007) -The CapX 2020 utilities have scheduled open houses in 10 
communities to provide information to local residents and landowners who may be affected by a 
proposed high-voltage transmission line between Brookings, S.D., and the southeast Twin Cities. 

Utility representatives will answer questions about the need for the new 345-kilovolt line and related 
facilities, advise attendees about how the public process works and answer any questions area residents 
may have. The utilities also will use the meetings to begin collecting information for a route permit 
application that will be filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in  mid-2008. 

'The process for building new transmission lines is an open and inclusive one," said Kevin Lennon of 
Great River Energy, project manager for the Brookings-Twin Cities line. "These open houses are our first 
opportunity to explain to people why the line is needed and to begin working directly with local 
government officials and landowners to help determine the best locations for the lines." 

The Brookings-Twin Cities line is one of three 345-kilovolt lines CapX 2020 utilities are proposing to meet 
future demand for electricity. Utility projections show that electricity use in Minnesota and the 
surrounding region will increase between 4,000 and 6,000 megawatts by 2020. The proposed lines also 
would significantly expand the ability to deliver renewable energy to electricity customers. 

"The 345-kilovolt lines proposed by the CapX 2020 utilities will help ensure continued reliable electricity 
service in Minnesota and the surrounding region by upgrading and expanding the high voltage 
transmission network that is the backbone of the region's electricity system," said Terry Grove of Great 
River Energy, a co-leader of the CapX 2020 effort. "Additionally, the lines will strengthen the network so 
that more wind energy resources can be developed in southern and western Minnesota and eastern 
North Dakota and South Dakota." 

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission must approve two main applications before the lines can be 
built. The first application, filed on Aug. 16 and available at www~_c_apx~20_2_0.c~mI asks the Commission to 
determine the lines are needed. The second, a route permit application, will be filed in mid-2008. Both 
applications require a rigorous public regulatory process and each takes approximately 18 months to 
complete. 

Utilities involved in the CapX 2020 proposals will work with landowners, local government officials and 
interested parties to determine the best locations for the lines and use that information in developing the 
route permit applications. Significant public input is built into the regulatory process, including public 
meetings and hearings, on both need and routing decisions. 

Along with Great River Energy, Elk River, Minn., and Xcel Energy, Minneapolis, utilities or groups that 
expect to  participate in one or more of the CapX 2020 projects are: Central Minnesota Municipal Power 
Agency, Blue Earth, Minn.; Dairyland Power Cooperative, La Crosse, Wis.; Minnesota Power, Duluth, 
Minn.; Minnkota Power Cooperative, Grand Forks, N.D.; Missouri River Energy Services, Sioux Falls, 
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S.D.; Otter Tail Power Company, Fergus Falls, Minn.; Rochester Public Utilities, Rochester, Minn.; 
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, Rochester, Minn., and Wisconsin Public Power Inc., Sun 
Prairie, Wis. 

The dates and locations for open houses in the Brookings-Twin Cities study corridor are: 

Monday, Sept. 10, 3-7 p.m., Wind Energy Center, Hendricks, Minn. 

Tuesday, Sept. 11, 9 a.m.-noon and 3-7 p.m., Prairie Events Center, Marshall, Minn., coordinated with 
the Biennial Transmission Planning meeting (. www.minnelectrans.com) 

Wednesday, Sept. 12, 3-7 p.m., Kilowatt Community Center, Granite Falls, Minn. 

Thursday, Sept. 13, 9 a.m.-noon and 3-7 p.m., Max's Grill, Olivia, Minn., coordinated with the Biennial 
Transmission Planning meeting ( www.min_nelectrans.~om) 

Tuesday, Sept. 18, 3-7 p.m., Redwood Area Community Center, Redwood Falls, Minn. 

Wednesday, Sept. 19, 9 a.m.-noon and 3-7 p.m., Arlington Community Center, Arlington, Minn. 

Thursday, Sept. 20, 3-7 p.m., Pla-Mor Ballroom, Glencoe, Minn. 

Tuesday, Sept. 25, 3-7 p.m., Park Ballroom, New Prague, Minn. 

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 9 a.m.-noon and 3-7 p.m., Archer House, Northfield, Minn. 

Thursday, Sept. 27, 3-7 p.m., Holiday Inn, Lakeville, Minn. 
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