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4 Regarding load growth forecasting, Xcel in the Chisago docket (04-1176), for example, submitted 
an application (p. 1.6-1.11), exhibits and testimony regarding the correlation of population growth 
and load growth, and a correlation between housing construction and load growth.   
a. How has the load forecasting been revised to reflect the downturn and recent precipitous 

drop in population growth and housing construction and building permits? 
b. How has load forecasting been revised to reflect the many foreclosed and empty houses in 

what were, several years ago, believed to be today’s high growth areas? 
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