December 10, 2009
Intro – as before

Mike Kaluzniak – as before.  Decision May or June???
MOES – Hammel – as before

DOT – David Seykora – entered comment already, available as resource person, and if appropriate may come up to add to testimony if issues come up that bear on his area, i.e., whether proposals would share state Hwys, Interstate 35.  He has filed great detail for potential routes that could be in and could share RoW.  DOT shall be consulted, that would happen, and they’ve made their commentary.

Moi – Muller, Osborn, Martin

Maccabee – Represent the Robert & Patricia Johnson, Trish is here today.  My clients are attempting to make a route modification.  

Agrimonti – Craig Poorker.  Blah blah blah   Modified Preferred Route
Jason Potsenby – Mayor of New Market

Letter and attachments, Oath.  Mark Nagel, Asst. City Administrator, Elko-New Market and Rich Revering, City Engineer for Elko-New Market..

Map showing overall route from SD to Hampton, and outline of pages from presentation, 5P-03

Public Exhibit 351 – has copies

Opposed to Alternate 5P-03.  City supports Scott County concerns.

Profound impacts to human settlement.  It would be going through downtown, unless you plan on putting it underground, you’ll have to take out most of downtown.

We plan to develop to into Rice County, south of 280th St.  

Reid Johnson – Oath.  Camp where disabled children ride horses in the “wilderness.”

Nagel – 5P-03 – 3,500 people disagree.  No transmission lines around 2.

Moi – I asked them to enter or ask Scott Co. to enter the Scott co. Resolution/Statement.
Luis – preferred route – 

Johnson – lives on Preferred Route, SE ¼ of Section 17, the highest of those near center line of Section 17.

Agrimonti – Comment on reference to Hiawatha docket, it’s a 115kV lines, open docket, 09-38, and the route has not been decided..

Luis – Applicants have said that it’s a 345kV line and that’s too powerful.  “I’m not trying to enter any evidence in the record, that’s just as we recall…”

BREAK

Peter McDonaugh – Oath.  Changes to 2 exhibits, DEIS measurements are taken from the centerline of proposed route, as opposed to the centerline of proposed adjacent roadway.  Using that, there are houses that were considered outside the 150 foot space, using their measurement, and as a result there are more houses in the 150 foot, and more between 150 and 300 feet.

Did you recheck the houses?  Yes.

Include in smaller dots houses in 500-1,000 ft?  yes

Troutstream crossings - Yes

Unique land uses – Yes
Compare with Poorker’s chart from 500-1,000 feet, unique land uses?  Yes

Ex. 201; 201a – Prefiled McDonough Testimony

Ex. 202; 202a – Chart UPDATED

Ex. 203, 203a – Map UPDATED

Ex. 200 – Objection – don’t have witness present – admitted provisionally, that witness appear at some future time for cross-examination.
Marlin Reinhard – Oath.  Hampton City Public Works.  On behalf of the City as representative of city, Public Works Director.
Trunk Hwy. 52 as it goes through City of Hampton, alternate route.

Area of concern is Hwy, 52 as it goes through the city.

Part of Preferred  Ex. 120, green area represents alternate route, anything in the city limits, from 240th St. up to Emery Ave and just south of 222nd St

If it were put on the west side of 52, it would encompass that entire group of houses.

There is a city baseball park, located at tree.

If we went to east side of 52, it’s a highway commercial area.

Prefer 6A-03 if it has to go somewhere

Other consideration, there will be another from Hampton to LaX.  We certainly don’t want two of those powerlines in that same area.

On eastern border if it needed to be anywhere.  
Patrick Edwards – Northfield, Greenvale Twp.  Oath.  6P-08 – They live 1 mile east of I-35, 305th St. W, dissects, he’s from Jamica at west, 69 acres, 40 tillable acres just west of house.  Dissects land almost in half.  On Ex. 120, he’s drawing circle.  Section 18, So of 305th and E of Jamaica, north and within 500 feet of 6P-08.  Several concerns, environmental, devastation of scenic area, will run from SW to SE along through middle of property, I sit up on a hill, and I can peer off the powerline, and all our views will look directly at the line.  The wooded area behind the house.  I believe the way this was related to me, this southern route was not developed originally on Certificate of Need, and when we got notification in 2007, we had another notification last January or Feb, when these meetings took place, we looked at the maps that were sent out, and this route was not on that map.  We got notification 9/15/09, that this would be under consideration now.  Where it’s drawn, it’s cross-country, 3 miles, until 307th St.
More importantly, the health risk, well documented in many areas, but PUC isn’t very interested.  Minimize impacts, but my family’s health is no less important than any other others.  BioInitiative Report.  EMF has been linked to many cancers, leukemia, other concerns that arise from powerlines.  My son is a type I diabetic, has insulin pump.  Like pacemakers, this is a valid concern.  Any interruption in that, malfunction, can lead to hypo or hyper glycemia, etc.  Lake Marion substation is a large player in this. 
Luis – Alternate route goes north.

Edwards – north 7 miles to Lake Marion, then south again 7 miles, and then north again to Hampton.

Poorker – Ex. 120, it would add about 20 miles, and it would have to come from the substation

Kathleen Edwards – Oath.  Greenvale Twp., opposition to 6P-08.  Have 69 acres, our house, outbuildings, ponds, tillable acreage.  We would lose all, a lot of our income from the tillable land.  This would be for the rest or our lives, our children’s lives.  Dakota has tried to preserve open space, one site per 40 acres, not many of these areas left in Dakota County.  Wetlands, migration of Sandhill Cranes, Blandings Turtles.  Son on insulin pump, worried about implications of EMF.  Ex. 135, the marsh is mentioned by name.  Dutch Creek Marsh.  Blandings threatened species.

Cindy Helmberger – Lakeville – still under oath.  We’re all dealing with this. I have to speak for my area, my interest. Office of Energy Security has a sheet for consideration, criteria:

Effeects on human settlement, displacement, noise

Effects on land based economies, ag, forestry, tourism, mining

Use of paralleling or natural lines

Use of existing roads, pipelines, transmission lines

These are their key critical points, and my comment to my 

Why allow any consideration of New Market?

Route should take a route that does not go cross country.

Scott Co. has a 1:2.5 acre density east of Co 91, and 1:8 west of Co 91, while in Rice Co a 1:40 and that is not going to change.  Scott Co has Met Council plan for these density.  Rice Co has no plan for greater density.  Based on what EIS has to say, should be considered.  Economic value for the Townships in Scott – and Rice, Rice is ½ of Scott.
Population for these areas, Rice is ½ of Scott.  9,000 person difference.

Counted homes on Centerline of Helena to Lake Marion – 75-150 feet 8 on preferred and 10 on alternate. 150-300, 52 P, 32 Alt.

PUC, by granting 345kV lines, has allowed doubling lines, who will represent the landowners.  Once you give those easements up, it is open for anything.  Scott County has written to 

Lake Marion is dubbed a ___ tap, what else but for WI and east

If line goes through Scott Co, it should take a linear path

People of Scott are having their third or fourth

Purposefully routed it through areas where there are homes, but could have routed where there are no homes.  Could have found different routes that run south, purposefully to put north against south.

Luis - Ex. 119, North route is the one through Scott Co, Modified Preferred Route.  Ex. 136, blue.

Helmsberger – Applicant’s preferred v. Alternate.  Under assumption that going rate is $10k acre, if I cannot sell a 10 acre lot because it is close to that line, I am out $100,000 or more.  Why should one person pay for that loss, we should let the users pay for it.

Luis – whether it should be at all, that’s a need issue, that’s already be decided.  Just compensation, that’s an eminent domain issue, that’s outside this docket.  This matter is only about where the route will go.  Need is not part of this proceeding.  Maybe something will happen about that, the Certificate of need is under appeal, those issues are something about which I am not writing in the report.  I will leave it in the record.  I don’t want this session to get into details of that, because they are immaterial to what I have to decide.

Public Exhibit 352 - MOES criteria and Scott and Rice Co valuation and populations.

Roger Tupy – still under Oath.  Hwy 13 & Scott Co Rd 2, Cedar Lake Twp., we’re on the preferred route.  Minn Can, went through our property.  It’s a lifetime and you’re never going to get rid of it, and now we’re looking at a transmission line.  It’s soon to be a Century Farm, my grandfather bought it in the early 1900.  We’re hoping to be able to pass it on, but the more this stuff happens the less likely that is. Definitely a danger, these are not little powerlines, these are big lines.  I’ve been driving along in the cities, and have not seen a post that’s 8-12 feet across the bottom.  We have nephews who are electricians, and they’re afraid of it, one is right under the powerline, one is not too far.  It’s this North against the South again, that’s not good.  It’s very obvious.  Scott county, I attended several meetings, nobody wants it in Scott Co., it’s valid, it’s going to affect too many people.  They want to widen Scott Co. Rd. 2, a 4 land, goes right through Elko-New Market and comes from 35 all the way to Hwy. 13, goes west of Cedar Lake, just purchased by Scott Co as a park reserve.  There are quite a few farmers.  The farmers who rent our farm, Dave and Florence Minar, are a Certified Organic Dairy, they have a creamery right on their farm, it takes a lot to get compensated.  It’s affecting so many people, nobody wants it.  Let your conscience be your judge.

Another Break – who is left – Kristen Johnson, Greg Entinger, Paul Entinger New Prague, Percey ___, Parnell Muholald, ____ Ruhland.

Kristen Johnson – 21960 Darsow Ave, Hampton, 3 children.  Ex. 203a – powerline is touching my house.  Live in rural residential area, 28 homes affected.  Some concerns – Health is number 1, parents don’t gamble with our children’s health.  Some adults are immuno-compromised or in cancer remission.  Homes will lose value.  Why would anyone purchase one with a HVTL in the yard.  Noise, we’re all area that large powerlines snap, crackle and pop in humidity.  One family has spent much time and money to preserve prairie land.  Buddist temple, woods and prairie, my home on 4 acres with 3 children and dogs.  If we had to move now, no one would pay fair market value due to the disclosure statement.  On behalf of my neighbors  6P-06 causes less harm to people in the Hampton.

Moi – asked if there was something crossing there

Paula objected – wanted me to ask the expert, not appropriate to ask witness

Moi – she’s promoting route, does she know


Luis – overruled objection – answer question

Johnson – didn’t know.

Entinger.  Poorker, I have questions.

At what distance from the center line do you displace a home, I’m 50 feet away from the proposed route?

What is typically the cost of a pole, from a standpoint of pole,

Cost difference between RoW, field

Cannot bury this powerline – Ek brought up that it would take about a square block, what would it take, if we could take it from above ground to below.

Poorker – distance for displacement, it was our intent not to displace ANY homes.  We haven’t chosen a side of the road, we just use it for accounting purposes.  We use 75 feet, we will not have homes 75 feet from the centerline.  

Entinger - Do you cover all costs of displacement, geothermal an extra $30k, burying powerlines ½ mile.  If there are no other options, do you cover costs?

Poorker – if we were to displace a home, we would go through an appraisal, it’s a significant.

Detail, per pole, is not in application.  It s’ a significant cost.

Entinger – RoW, cross country

Poorker – if we’re following a roadway, lessens impact of a number of parcels, would affect cost.  If we’re following a field line, most likely have property on each side of the center line.

Entinger – getting old.  For future projects, I’d defer from using those routes, it’s tough to do, farms expanded, section lines eliminated

Poorker – we do prefer to build along roadway.  Easier to maintain, easier to inspect.  Like to follow ¼ section line, something like that. We prefer to build it on a roadway.

Riser structures – it’s significant, there’s a sketch, photo, in Kevin Lennon’s testimony, roughly an acre, 40,000 square feet.  It’s like a substation, really.

Entinger – your groups feelings  5A-01 and 5A-03, off the alternate.  Section 13.  Exhibit 119.  Metogga Lake, discussed in Lonsdale.  Once more for the record, heard it in Lonsdale, and wants to hear it again.

Luis – describes 5A-01 and 5A-03.

Poorker – 5A-01 submitted through scoping process, addressed in DEIS.  Don’t know who may have suggested that.  Does impact a home that would be within easement.  That woodlot would also have a potential displacement.  5A-03 across 13 into Wheatland Twp, came really close to home, Skluzacek, Big Woods remnant recalled by Mr. Vikla.  Increases impact on homes.

Luis – for those reasons, it’s never been a route preferred by applicants.

Entinger – pulled map out of EIS report, shows two major routes, alternate routes, color coded, stating cross country and routes that are RoW.  I’m a farmer, engineer by trade.and color blind, so I can’t.  We need to follow the RoW.  Too many impacts on farms.  With the poles being out in the fields, farmer willg et paid, but it’s the “over the years loss” that we will suffer from, every time we’re planting corn, we have overlaps, 170-180 bushels per acre, we’ll drop our averages down when we do that overlapping.  Ground can only produce so much corn, our yields will go down.  If poles are down, we have compaction just from farm equipment, we don’t yield as much as we do in the middle of a field.  I strongly feel that we need to be routing on roads, we’re losing too much now.  If we’re looking at south option, 60-75% is either cross-country or following section lines.  Along the roads, that’s where we lose our yields.  We’re expanding GPS, it allows us to set our rows between our planter evenly so the ground can produce as much as we can.  Going across fields, poles, we have digger, concrete trucks, compacting soil in the middle of the fields, we have draintiles, we have a lawsuit from the pipeline right now from compaction, crushing of tile.  We have a network of tiles out there, cut tile.  We have great black soil, put an 8 foot diameter hole there, who is going to take care of that, we need that soil.  GPS navigation, brought up in Tuesday.  One picture to give to the judge.  Got these three years ago, 4WD tractor, seeder behind it, guy that sent this is in Illinois.  The larger one, bubble above cab, it’s the GPS receiver, this stuff does happen.  That pole is out in the middle of the field.  I’m not saying it will happen, not saying it won’t happen.  What did happen.
Luis – what happened, this pole didn’t fall on the tractor?

Entinger – No, the tractor drove into the pole.  It collapsed.  Pretty impressive.  I’m new to this whole process, lot of talk about people not being informed.  I built my house, started construction February 08, and always checked CapX website, and I found out that was not the site to be looking at.  Found out mid-November, that this 5A-01 and 5A-03, came across my property.  That’s when I became concerned and when I became active.  Nov. 20th, that’s when I really became involved.  Stopped by neighbors, they didn’t know about it.  Do the letters to Scott Ek get to you or does Scott collect that information, or does he use it for updated EIS.  The record will contain all the statements made.

Hammel – Comments that you have filed are for the DEIS, they will be attached to the FEIS and will be addressed in that EIS.  The final EIS does become part of the formal record, so they do in that way become evidence in this.

Entinger – that will be attached to the Final EIS.  That will be part of my record.

Luis – That will all be in my record.

Entinger – Southern route following I-35, can Mr. DOT answer some questions?
Seykora – There are a couple of areas related to I-35.  Existing interchange at Co. Rd. 2 and 35, Letter to OES back in April, there have been some preliminary discussion about potential for reconstructing that interchange.  It is a circumstance, if that is a route that is selected, that we take into account for the HVTL if we anticipate an interchange may be constructed.

Man from New Market, interchange somewhere south of Hwy. 2, any discussion of that would be very preliminary at this point.  We would work with applicant for location of poles. 

Luis – question is relevant, the alternate route, Exhibit 119.

Entinger – Scott Ek.  Map 755.14, Historic map of this area, HL-14.  DEIS page. 

Public Exhibit 354.  Tractor collision.

Poorker – We have proposed poles for this, even corner structures   We may have H frame our double pole structure.

Maccabee – the pole you’re proposing putting this in, if a tractor would have a collision, or if SUV came off road and hit it, would it come down?

Poorker - it would not damage the concrete or steel very likely.  On 7.5-14, Historical locations.

HL-14 label.  What is that historic landmark?  In my area alone, we have numerous Century Farms, Jerry Kajer, Kajer Farmstead,

Luis – map is at 7-39.  HL-14.  Kajer Farmstead is HL-12.  
Entinger - HL-14 – show additional Century Farms, Jerry Minar 5th Generation; Edwin and Marion Topic 2nd Generation; Marion Skluzacek; Joel Skluzacek, in the name generations ago; the pink and yellow, that has been in their name for over 6 generations now.  Thi sis something we’re supposed to be avoiding.  Wheatland Twp. in Rice Co.  EIS – map showing wetland locations, “x” where over 1,000 feet, p. 7-149 of DEIS.  5A-01 and 5A-03, we are dealing with higher percentages of wetlands.  7-148.  The two segments are the highest in the chart.  These two routes have the greatest impact of wetlands.  I’d like to put my document in the record, because I’m really proud of it!
Public Exhibit 355 – Century Farm map
Public Exhibit 356 – Statement.

One last question.  Where does the dirt soil sand rock go after it’s excavated out.

Poorker – that came up a lot, what we do with the spoil as well as compaction, spoil we will visit with you as landowner, some want it and if not we haul it off site.  That is not something we want landowner to worry about.  Other ones, 5A-01 and 5A  were not offered by us  Before we drill a hole, I want to see a lathe in the ground and we talk with the landowner, if we do damage drain tile, we compensate for damage and repair.
Entinger – we look at 10 years to get that soil back to the way it was.  We don’t know what grain futures will be, we have speculators, but we don’t really know.

Luis – Century Farms in this area that would be affected by 5A-01 and 5A-03.

Theresa Ruhland – New Prague – Oath.  You talk about soil compaction.  Are you referring to installation or also over lifetime of poles where you’re constantly going around because the compaction never goes away.
Luis – do not coach the witness?

Entinger – yes, to an extend, but the compaction, you’re not always going around it, is it a square, how close can we get to it, I’ve rubbed some paint off. It depends on that pole’s position in the field, if it’s near a structure, jockeying around different areas.  If you just work around it and come back into row, then no.  For construction, installation, it’ll probably take 10 years, after then, I think it will be back to where it was.
Theresa Ruhland – Feb 4, 1892, live in house he built in 1904.  Farm has been good to us and we’ve been able to maintain a comfortable living.  We live on Hwy. 19, we left a 1200 ft row of shrubs for windbreak and habitat.  

Luis – use 119.

Ruhland – our house hugs east side of our farm, Fabor Avenue, it’s the middle of our field.  I have layout of farm.  We’re in section 3 of Darrynane Twp in LeSueur Co.

Luis – you’re right north of this where it jogs out.  You’re cut in half.

Ruhland  - It’s in red because it’s chosen, was determined to be the only possible place to go from north to south with both preferred and alternate route.  There is no option.  (NO ALTERNATE ROUTE HERE)  They are are saying it’s on field boundaries, it’s not true.  Dept. of Ag maps that we have, the powerline would be coming directly through our farm.  

Luis - When it goes north through this east/west line, that’s not a field line in the top third, up to 270th it’s not a field boundary.  

Ruhland - It’s a windbreak area.
Luis – that’s to the west of … darker shade, of rectangular area

Ruhland – this is just a different crop, alphalpha, narrow field road that we use because we don’t think it’s safe to take large machinery on Hwy 19.  travelers do not welcome following farm machinery.  Maybe 1/16 of an inch showing here, it’s dogwood shrubs, very narrow. Designed to hold show, to be a pheasant habitat.  Not a wide area.  I mention this to show that we have nature and wildlife   One reason they may have thought it was a section line, you’d see these trees and you may have mistaken it as a field line but it isn’t.  The field runs in the other direction.
Luis – Map shows preferred alternate route, connector between preferred and alternate.  Using Ex. 134 Sheet 10, Section 3, and also the field where the preferred line if built there, up to 19, cutting across the field, no field road in it.

Ruhland – now I find with the RES route modification, Schedule 36, that the proposed lien not only goes north and south through our farm, it goes east and west, across, it is devastating and utterly unacceptable.  Entering at the SE and then to NW, through the middle of our fields before Scott County.  How can carving up our farm like this be the only alternatie?  With this plan every field would have a tower in it.  Only 0,4 would have direct pole impacts… all the poles in our farm would be in prime farm fields.  If pole is in traveling corridor, we still need to go around them.  You need a large area to turn the equipment.  Poles in the middle of the field would take up more than is in the application.  Small farmers, fields designed to utilize even passes and utilize all of the land.  Much more land would be out of production than the .4 acres of direct pole compact that Poorker speaks of.  You can’t utilize the field up to the post.  Cannot man

Luis – You’re reading word for word, can you just hand it in.  We’re running out of time.

Ruhland – This is our home, this is our life, our livelihood, if they do this diagonally, they have to go through our whole farm, we’ve built our top soil up to be nutrient rich.  My biggest concern is for our health.  I thik we’re one of the few people along this line with a powerline totally enclosing us, health studies have shown that there are leukemia, adult leukemia, this is taking one powerline, this is not considering all the powerlines.  Look at the authority the powerline has over our house, our farm, our health, I just don’t understand   They have to be 1,000 feet away from RES, they should be further away.  

Luis – RES Pyrotechnics, the blue line.

Paul Entinger – Lonsdale – Still under Oath.  Son was up here and he laid it on the line.  Mrs. Ruhland, you brought me to tears. I’ve been farming for 40 years and now you’re going to put a power pole in it, thank you.  I’ve wrote a letter to Mr. Ek, I’ll present it.  I got a River Friendly Farm Award from State of Minnesota.  Terraces, added on to original property, pictures of it, a top notch part of my farm.  My son went out and did some work on this.  You guys should not stop, keep going, 7p rolls around, just keep going.  I’m going to present pictures of my farmland, I had yields of 200 this year.  I had pipeline go through underground a couple of years ago.  It is not in the situation it was then, we build it up with clay.  Neighbor’s field, there are bulldozers pushing equipment up the field.  I was not notified properly, my son found out about it on the internet, I want to present photographs of my fields, Letter I faxed to Mr. Ek, ASC maps, various maps, this statement was made by someone, by going across my field you’ll eliminate going over a lot of houses, but it’s not.

Public Exhibit 357 – all together:

ACS Map

Map showing blue Alternate Route

Two pages marked 1:054, 1:059 viewed together
Grid sample map Sklucazek farm, grid samples fertilized by GPS and grid

Graphic showing areas in red, yellow, green and blue

Map of Section 13 plotted out for three house lots

Photos 1-6 of farm
We’ll all come back at 7.
EVENING SESSION
Intro – as before

Robert Luis – his recommendation – late March

Mike Kluzniak – as before – decision from mid-April to June

Karen Hammel – as before.  Scott Ek, as before.  Dave Seykora introduced.
Moi – as always. www.nocapx2020.info & www.u-canmn.org 

Paula Maccabee – representing the Johnsons.  Have asked landscape architect to design route P6—08, through EIS.

Applicants, GRE & Xcel – as before

Let the hearing begin!

Theresa Ruhland – As proposed the new RES buypass enters our farm, goes NW and then north.  We give a lot of authority to the CapX 2020 over our farm, our land.  It’s unfair to put that on one family.  We’ll never be able to be compensated, there will be a post in every field.  
Luis, looking at Sheet 10, 

Poorker – this is one location along our project, this is a length of concurrent, for the alternate and preferred route, where they share a corridor just under two miles, BOTH alternate and preferred land.

Ruhland – 50 years from now, the powerline will still be in our field.  We won’t be losing income from it temporarily.  If they continued more than 1500 feet to the east.  It’s one of the lines under consideration up to and maybe beyond 260th St., it’s 4B-04.  Health issues.  My greatest concern is our health, 400 bees.  My father died of acute leukemia, sisters with breast cancer.  Spend 24 hours of every day on the farm.  “There is no known threshold to be assumed for which there would be no health effects (?).”  We would be subjected on all sides by high voltage lines – our health would be compromised.  We had hoped our sons and future generations could live on the farm… Would you feel safe if your home were surrounded as they are proposing for ours?

Public Exhibit 358 – Theresa & George Ruhland – photos, farm in 1910, farm in 2009, grand-daughter in 2009, grand-daughter with George; written statement, drawing similar to map; aerial photo of Section 3.

Luis – any studies on honeybees…

Valberg – bees have been a subject of interest, suggestion that they navigate by earth’s magnetic field.  Blah blah…
Hammel – EIS, p. 6-16, §6.8.1.4, does not come to same conclusion.

Percy Shervenski – I’d like to express concerns I have, besides some of the common concerns.  I own the Castle Rock thoroughbred hrorse farm.   3140 – 220th St Hampton, ½ mile frontage across from the So side of Hwy. 50.  We’ve lived … pregnant mares and yearlings, have to foal them in state of MN, to be candidates for state mare funds.  Most of the mares are foaled to stallions who stud for $25,000!  Greater than 16mG increases miscarriages in humans, what about horses.  Presently have a N/S existing line on W side.  Would be boxed on 2 sides.  Property values would be extremely deflated.  6P-06.
   (missed some)

Poorker – the xmsn line is a 115kV owned by Xcel.  
Public Exhibit 359 – statement of Percy Shervenski.

Parnell Mahowald – Lakeville.  Oath.  3rd generation farmer, grandfather bought it in ’43.  67 acres along the preferred route.  Dakota Ave, Section 17, New Market Twp., preferred route.  My father has a pacemaker, across property line, Majestic Hills ranch, over 100 handicapped children, lot of them have implants, pacemakers, medical devices.  People from New Market city about 80,000 people growing, maybe they can share some of the cost.  Why should us in the country subsidize those in the city or towns.  I’ve got a lot of grain bins, and it’s not uncommon to have 35’ augers.  Camp for kids, yellow dot in middle of section 17.  What is the cost of the RoW purchases?  
Poorker – total RoW cost, I don’t have that.

Mahowald – I don’t want to see it in my backyard, it should be on county and interstate roads.

Public Exhibit 360 – statement of Parnell Mahowald.

Trish Johnson – I’m deferring until tomorrow and many cannot.

Donald Pflaum – Oath.  Farmington.  5256 – 225th St. Section 1, Eureka Twp.  6P-04, where it turns east.  Number of topics.  Here representing family, parents, brother and his family, 5 generation family farm.  Grow vegetables, corn and soybeans.  First has nothing to do with farming, it has to do with aviation.  2 miles from Air Lake Airport, 1.5 mile to air traffic control center.  Communications tower at 220th St. & Essex, section 1 & 2 of Eureka, since Mpls NS runway approach, they are now flying lower.  It’s not the large aircraft, it’s the smaller ones that approach lower to AirLake Airport, not much higher than 2-3 times the powerline height.  When I was 8 y.o. a plane crashed within view of several family members.  We have a number of center pivots that we’ve recently installed.  As a result of irrigation, we can grow canning crops, they require spraying, by helicopter, not just sweet corn, significant amount of veggies, squash, requires aerial spraying.  After harvest, geese come in.  Beekeeper.  We have two colonies of bees on our property.  Concerns of bees and electricity, bees pollinate our vegetables, so it’s essential we keep our bees.
Valberg – bees – not magnetic fields.  But electric fields have an impact.

BREAK

Hammel – something handed out in the room, NoCapX, not allowed in the room, it is not an official document, not from OES.

MOI – I announced at start of each that I had flyers and I own them, they’re mine.

Luis – could you put some outside?

MOI – they’re there already.

Doug Kruger – Oath. purchased in 1988.  Airport on 220th and Blaine.  It’s been applied for to FAA, and am awaiting final permits… comply with MN Statute to register those within 35 miles of metro.

Buried line along Co Rd 79, 250-300 ft.  If xmsn goes through 220th street, that will be right over my landing strip.  Should an airport be located within the route… running parallel to 220th.  Hwy 50.  In prior meetings, one person with real estate experience, if it’s within ___ feet, it’s impossible to sell. 
Public Exhibit  361 - Windsock, wetlands

I’m not sure of regulations of FAA, but I think there’s regulations limiting powerlines within certain distances of FAA.

Poorker – that’s information that we did not have.

Nancy & John Sackett – Oath.  We decided to attent a meeting to learn more about it, public hearing for CoN, we learned a lot that we didn’t realize, potential impact, there were not many people in the room, that was the scary part to John and I.  

Luis – I have presided at meetings, there’s ~ 90 people here, this is more?

Nancy – yes, we knocked on doors, met with neighbors, we weren’t making decisions about where it should go, we are neutral.  This process has been very tedious and hard for the average person, learned more than I wanted to know, learned more about electricity than I ever wanted to know.  Back to 4/7/09, Scoping for NP area, I had been in contact with CapX (Dan Lesher and Craig Poorker), Scott Ek, and I told them to be prepared for a lot of people.  There were almost 400 people at that meeting, no doctors, no electrical engineers, we were told that’s why they were there, people were prepared to ask questions, and we were told they could not answer, wasn’t an engineer and couldn’t answer, wasn’t a lawyer, couldn’t answer.  Scott said he’d get me an updated report, didn’t receive it.  That was the big meeting that people had their questions, and I don’t believe that meeting was on record, didn’t bring a court reporter, I asked Scott about that at the beginning of the meeting.  One of my questions and concerns specifically, about powerlines and schoolchildren.  It’s going to be right over the school bus stops.  When I asked Scott at the last meeting of Lonsdale, he said it was lumped in with Human Health, EMF, but it wasn’t specifically addressed.  Did he want specifics, as far as, people had emailed saying they had a horse ranch with people with disabilities, and I asked “do you want their specific address” or how would this impact people with disabilities or horses?  I never got an answer.  I sent over 40 hours a week learning Capx stuff, trying to learn the lingo, who was who, then I talked to another person, it’s been a very long process as a citizen.  I have to say that I’m thankful for all the people that I’ve met in the process, I’m thankful, you’re the first person I’ve felt is listening.  I applied to be on the Task Force, I was a little outspoken and I wasn’t on it.  I had to make several phone calls for weeks to find out how to apply to be on the task force, and I called to find out if my letter got in.  A lot of people applied and didn’t hear either way, but things will fall through the cracks.  It’s important that you understand that people have been working very hard on this.  These lines will go directly over school bus stops.  I have a kindergartener and a 4 y.o. and I have this image of them at the bus stop on a rainy day with an umbrella.  People with disabilitites and sensitivity to electricity.  People with autism spectrum are sensitive to electricity.  I’m not for or against any particular route.  I want it to be on record that the process has been grueling for landowners.  I realize that this is not the time to talk about eminent domain and compensation to landowners, but when is the time?

Luis – Decision by PUC in mid-May or after, what will happen and I’ll allow him to say that much.

Nancy – I want to be one more person to help.  People’s emotions are

Luis – another issue is whether CoN gets overturned.

Poorker – timing.  If PUC acts, toward end of May, we have a lot of work, I would expect easement, first contact, towards 4th quarter of 2010.

Hammel – there were comments made in your testimony that were negative toward Mr. Ek, I think that perhaps you could ask him questions.  I also would like to have Mr. Ek address the issue of whether a court reporter was present at that meeting.

Ek – the meeting Ms. Sackett did in fact have a court reporter documenting comments from folks, that was used.  Concern about children at bus stops, not specifically at bustops, but in public health and safety.

Maccabee – I think she was referring not only to EMF but to grounding.

Ek – we did address 6.2.3 in EIS induced current.  

Maccabee – Induced shock, I recall that was a risk, that could be an EIS.

Ek – it’s a grounding issue, that could be fixed, maybe the applicant could expand on that a little more.

Moi – there was a court reporter, but one who took notes and not a transcript?

Ek – that’s correct.

Robert Johnson – Oath.  Thank you for your tenacity and energy to get through all these meetings.  I have an 8 minute that I’d like to read into the record.  I’d loke to address two topics, the first, property valuation, the second, properties impacted by the preferred route.  220th.

Luis – 220th, Section 2 in Castle Rock Township.

Johnson – residential property along south side of 220th St.  Owner of national real estate firm responsible for evaluation of properties in which we’ll invest.  Responsible for evaluation of properties in 37 states, a property buyers two concerns, its utility and its aesthetic.  How useful is it and how good does it look.  Third concern is safety.  How safe to own and use.(similar to statement at EIS meeting).
Robert Johnson - (he handed in written comments - will post if it becomes available) starting to see the same faces.  have 6-8 minutes of comments to enter into the record.  Our home fronts along the front side of 220th St. E, west of Hampton MN, Pres of real estate firm, involved in valuation of real estate across the country, appraising thousands of properties, and will address how that’s talked about in EIS.  With respect to ascertaining market value, two primary concerns are utility and aesthetics, how useful it is and how good it looks.  More recently a third concern is safety.  Property buyers are now asking how safe it is to buy and own a particular piece of real estate.  Most of us have heard about health concerns about contaminated real estate, asbestos, petroleum tanks, and we’ve become educated about hazardous chemicals, and what was acceptable 20 years ago is not acceptable now.  Public is learning about a new pollutant that can affect our real property — EMF.  Magnetic fields increase chances of leukemia, cancer, ahlzheimers, and while we don’t know the precise mechanism, we know about EMF.  We have the internet to find information… market analysis will also take into account powerlines, whether it is safe, and will take into account aesthetic and health impact.  The ugliness factor is easy to appreciate.  Property value likely to drop 10-20%,  up to 200 feet a decrease of 20-40%, and if closer than 200ft, discount of 50% or more.  If strength of magnetic field 2 mg or above, many would consider it uninhabitable.  Property with this level might be unsaleable at any price.  The only prudent decision is to site them as far as possible.  Concern for damaged property values should come to the same conclusion.  Rather than take the easy approach simply because that’s what CapX 2020 utilities drew as their line, take the approach that has the least impact.  We support alternate routes 6B3 and 6B6.
Who would be likely to purchase their property?  Not young family, children in that environment.  Retired?  Not likely.  About the only people left is those who for one reason or another aren’t concerned about EMF. About a week ago I went out with a camera and took pictures.  

Exhibit 206-216.

Grilz home – 66 yards from street.

Looked at irrigation at existing 345kV line, pivot irrigation.

Got a statement

Joel Helmberger – he can be here tomorrow, others who can’t be here.

9:30 a.m.

Pengsan Oh – Temple – Oath.  We learned about the project about a year ago.  Temple.  With me are the board of the temple and the Buddhist community of Minnesota.  We began for the need of the Buddhist people of the state.  Several buildings, dwelling place for monks, another two story building.  Located on 42 acre property on 22-th St. Hampton, has good potential for future growth.  Structually designed to hold Buddhist relics.    One of the few places that these relics can be contemplated and … the three pillars of Buddhism.  The Minnesota Cambodian Buddhist community has 8,000 members around the state.  7 monks and a lay person who practice meditation and prayers, up to 5,000 Buddhists come to celebrate several times a year.

Public Exhibit 362 – statement and letter & CapX notice

Public Exhibit 363 – Calendar 

BREAK

After break, a few came up and asked about email, and they’ll do that rather than speak.

Trish Johnson and Ed O’Brien will speak tomorrow.

Agrimonti – housekeeping.  Valberg excused at 11:30 a.m.

Lynn Koch – Oath.  Own property 240th & Dodd.  To the west, 2 houses.  Would think that this route going north from Lake Marion 6P-05 toward Lakeville, where it intersects with Hwy. 70, to take Hwy 70 6P-04, section 31 32  We live on family farm, we’ve considered it a trust and we try hard to protect.  I threatened to take the sewer people to court, they wanted to cut every tree down, they condemned it, took down half the trees.  46 down to 86, to Rice Co.   years ago, Eureka decided to be a rural community, slowed down to 1:40, utilities like to pick areas with slowed growth, not a lot of people, not a lot of money to fight.  Across 70, that’s all industrial, over 80 businesses in that 6 miles.  There are some homes along, they’re mixed in the industrial complex, no companies that a powerline is going to aesthetically going to hurt.  The only thing is the airport.  Start with other map, that runway would run right into the lines, but look, that’s an open field, they could easily bury it. Uponor, only company there, took over Wirsbro, for that stretch it could be buried.  Industrial zoned, not going to affect the view, any already affected by industrial zones.  One more powerline isn’t going to screw it up anymore that it already is.  Route through Eureka, going down a rural gravel road, these are people built in, living in the country, living in a community that’s rural v. if you go across 86, that’s a main trunk going east to west, over time getting built, will be industrial (looks parallel to pipelines).
Poorker – 6P-01 and 6P-05 – ATF and individual, Co 70 Industrial, conducive to xmsn, there already is one, makes kind of a crowded corridor.  Air Lake Airport is a situation.  Dips down to South, does cross Farmington HS, does impact more homes compared to modified preferred route.  

Koch – most of those homes were built after it was zoned Air Lake Industrial Park, they knew it was industrial.

Agrimonti – additional info, constructability along Hwy. 70.  A few comments from Mr. Joshi.  

Joshi – looked at constructability, Co Rd 70, locating structures on 115kV there, industrial buildings, heights in FAA limits, we heard about airport zones, looked at all the slopes and other things, Oct 13 Kevin Lennon’s testimony describes in detail, the heights are not working for FAA.

Dan Wambeke – still under oath.  Comments will be brief.  I’m here as a follow up to an issue raised by Galen Boerboom regarding Citizen Task Force.  A group of us though it would be important to submit to the record copies of the applications that we are aware of, on behalf of the assignees.

Luis – Ms. Hammel will be entering a response to those who testified, it will be done tomorrow, it will be done in time so that those affected individuals, who had reaised concerns in Marshall, so that we can have both sides weighing in by the 15th of January.  Hammel – when the individuals and parties and ALJ will get copies as well.  What happened was that the next day the OES asked for leave to respond to the people in Marshall.  That was the scenario envisioned.  Maybe have an affidavit from Mr. Ek to respond to concerns raised in Marshall.  Boerboom and others, and that then that all be expedited so that the people in Marshall can respond.  To ms. Hammel – when might we expect something and then to Wambeke. 

Hammel – it will not be tomorrow. It will be Tuseday, and it will go out in th email the same day.  

Luis - There will be enough to really explore this issue.

Wambeke – will that be on eDockets?  

Luis – what sort of dissemination.

Hammel – I expect it would be on eDockets.  

Luis – summarize, people in Marshall raised the issue that they didn’t have, there was representations made by OES reagarding formation of the task force, and that it didn’t happen, why didn’t that happen, and representations were made by witnesses to the effect that the representative said certain things that lead them to believe that they had filed everything that they needed to file in order to properly present a Task Force petition, that then the response now later in on the record and Mr, Ek in Marshall, that the submission was insufficient.  As there were Task Force formations and reports submitted, also task force on Hampton area substations.  Anything else you want to state for the record.
Wambeke – for every one who had be interested, the first we heard that three would not be one was at the scoping meeting in March.

Luis – You did learn about it at the March scoping meetings.

Wambeke – I believe there was a miscommunication.  As I recall scott did not recall with some of the members who wanted to apply.

Luis – regarding the scoping meeting in Marshall.

Wambeke – 

Public Exhibit 364

364a - First application from John Byren, Lyon County zoning and planning

364B - Copy of request for Ross Thompson – Chair, Westerheim twp.

364C - Application from Byron Buysee  - Clerk - Grandview

364D – Goes with 364E - Cover & 

364E – Application from Harold Diekin – Fairview County

Luis – reviews exhibits.

Jeff Otto – Oath.  I have provided a written email to Mr. Ek, it has been entered.  One area I would like to bring up that is a new issue.  My name is Jeff Otto, 1255? Dodd, Chair of Eureka Twp.  Here on behalf of the township.  I do live between paths, I’m not on line myself, not only those affected but the entire township.  An issue I wish to bring forth at this time…

Luis – swept my hand around Eureka Township, Sheet 12, and a misplaced 19.

Otto – it becomes 86.  In blue, that’s 280th Street.  We’re pleased to see that two additional scenarios have been offered.  Eureka Twp. has been involved in providing written and verbal testimony in CoN, and I will be forwarding those in context by January 15.  Of the four general routes, three still do impact the township.  Choosing priorities between them is like choosing which of our children to put out in the cold.  The worse for the Twp. is the Preferred route.  The proposed new substation to south, 3rd route, alternate route along 70, Air Lake.  Eastern end still does impact a sensitive environmental area, wetland, 6P-05, 6P-04.  Impacts Mr. Pflaum’s farm.  What we believe is best and strategically the better alternative, the 4th, 307th Street, 6P-08, goes through Greenvale Twp. then north and east, following railroad going north.  Strategically it places the new substation further south.  Already proposals for wind in Greenvale Twp.

Luis – I see where 6P-08 comes straight east.  Along 57th St. in Rice Co  One problem is there isn’t any substation connection, it would relay to east, there’s have to be a new one constructed.

6P-08 is the preferred route of the Board of Eureka Twp.  Back to Sheet 12.

Otto – In regard to that route, the data for housing impacts, this would have the least impact on residences of any route.  We have City of Lakeville to north, they expect to be fully built out by 2030.  98 acres of Eureka annexed, zoned C/I.  Farmington not growing as rapidly, plans for development to west along 50.  Lot of growth pressure, on three sides and on the N end of township.  This is a corridor that could become an attractive piece of tax revenue.  Another resident on the N has asked to be zoned commercial.  98% of that airport property is in Eureka Twp.  Air Lake now has 286 businesses.
Agrimonti – 6P-08 – CoN requires Lake Marion substation, applicants do not believe it’s a viable alternative.

Wayne Tonsiger – New Market Twp, Section 15, west of 35.  I’m probably the largest landowner in this section, Co Rd 91, W edge of section 15, northern natural gas pipeline.  As they come through, there’s no way that they can vary this thing through, will have to jog through, my neighbor’s property through the 1st 300 feet, wetland, he’s got buildings within 30 feet, come through jog south, jog north, this is 80 and 85 acres.  Own 105 + 10 that was my mothers, they have to put 4 powerpoles to offset that.  I’ve got about ¾ of a mile, Co. Rd. 91, and this is Co. Rd. 62, this is property line, these are not a road, this is cross country.  School is in section 17, on Co rd 27.  I came hoping primary plan is changed.  I want to be on record that I oppose this.  I know it’s pretty final.  I’m accepting it but I’m against it.
(MY DOGS ARE IN THE HOUSE – IT’S MIDNIGHT… HATE TO THINK WHAT’S WAITING…)

