December 11

Intro – as before
Mike Kluzniak – as before

Karen Hammel - & Scott Ek-- as before

Dave Seykora – DOT

Moi

Paula Maccabee

Lisa Agrimonti – Craig Poorker

Trish Johnson – Ex. 203a – Map; Exhibit 204, 205, 218
See statement.  Was on the advisory task force.  64 adults and 14 children.  Buddhist temple, 7 monks and one lay person lives there.

6B-06 and 6B-03.

Comment on the process.  Public notice has been technically correct but obfuscating.  Language that is difficult to interpret.  Without consulting an attorney it would have been hard to know we were affected.

Task Force, without consulting an attorney I would not have known.  It seemed that the property owners had the burden to demonstrate harm and find a route.  Even when we came forward with evidence, utilities have fought every step of the way… (and what about Commerce???).

Ed O’Brien – Question for Valberg – has he lived under any high voltage powerlines in his life?

Valberg – my house is not under high voltage powerlines, there are high voltage powerlines through my town. 

O’Brien - 24525 Dodd Blvd, Section 18, Eureka Twp., 

Public Exhibit 365

O’Brien – question for utilities – have any of you ever lived under lines, can you reassure us about what it is to live under lines.

Poorker – I do not live near a high voltage transmission line.  I have a low voltage line.  I did at one time live very close to a 230kV line, and I used it, I’m a cross-country skier, and utilized the RoW.  
Property values, there’s a lot of debate about that.

Pam Rasmussen – I don’t live under a line, though I do work in office where the wiring for my building is right behind my wall.  4-6 mG in that office, I’ve worked there for 20 years and I’m perfectly comfortable working there.

Tom and Terri Ann Rice – 

Johnson’s Ex. 204 is withdrawn, and now marking.

Bonneville Power exhibit

Valberg – there are concerns that have been debated for quite a while.  US Congress has commissioned a study, EMF-RAPID was that they couldn’t find basis for the associations.  Those studies you cited were result of CA looking at associations. There are no health based standards in any of the states.  Internationally there is a guidance, these are much lower.
(See statement) 

Buy the Farm – our property is worth less than it was a few years ago, how are we compensated for revenue loss.

Rice - When was route first set out, did people come out to property or aerial only?

Poorker – Not only aerial, we drove the routes at least twice.
Rice – loss of business revenue –we would have case against utility?

Poorker – you can always ask, I’m not sure how we’d handle it.

Rice – if someone falls off horse and sues me, how would I.

Poorker – as we know, in this country anyone can sue anyone for anything.

BREAK

Karen Priebe – Alternate route in Hampton

Kim Purden – Oath.  Elko.  25755 Zachary Ave, Elko, within 1,000 foot corridor.  Why the 1,000 foot corridor is needed and what you would do with that?

Poorker – we’d work with landowners to design centerline.

Purden – could you go far out to the edge of the 1,000 feet.

Poorker - ?

Purden – Scott Co 2030 plan, widen Co Rd 2

Poorker – we know there may be plans to widen Co. Rd. 2. 

Purden - Public Exhibit  367 - Resolution Scott Co. 2009-059 Opposing the proposed routes for CapX 2020 transmission line project and recommending a new alternate route.
Electric fences and grounding of electric fences.

Rasmussen – It’s not stray voltage, it’s induced voltage.  Could induce a voltage on the fence, and we’d work with the landowner at our cost.  

Purdon – we have electric fence.  By grounding it off, does that mean???

Rasmussen – we’re talking about steel poles, we’re getting into detail beyond what I know.

Purdon – compensation, may be misleading, I urge landowners to contact an attorney.

My personal opinion is that once they’ve received compensation, it’s final, full and final.

Dan Callahan – Oath.  Section 22, Darrynane Twp., LeSueur.  Reside in New Prague, that is the location on my property.  I have been commenting over 2 years in this project, there are a lot of things that have been brought in and I’m not going to talk about that.  Some of you have seen areas of my property, it’s not unique, I’ve put a lot of time into sculpting the land.  A pond fairly close, my farm about a ile north of Co. 28, near where the substation would be placed.  Please put it to the North, I’ve received permits o build a house, put in a septic.  I love the land, I’ve been all over, very familiar with lay of land, know the neighbors, share their concerns.  Consider the alternate route, put it on the other side of the road.  Want to listen to the birds sing, not the lines sing, 

Joel Helmberger – New Market.  Oath.  Lakeville mailing, New Market Twp.  Two different items, one on behalf of myself, another on behalf of the Township.  I was asked by a couple of people to speak of my experience.  I was a citizen member, I was not a supervisor at the time.  I thought it would be helpful at a meeting when

Task force convened for three meetings.  We had representation from along both the preferred and alternate routes.  I believe we had 18 members, the one from Dakota Co. never participated.  We were told we would have several meetings, and if we’d reach concensus then route would be recommended.  I proposed a route and had simple majority.  I aim my criticisms squarely at the Dept of Commerce and MOES.  The third meeting, I was extremely frustrated at the efforts of the facilitator who orchestrated the meeting.  The entire group was so frustrated we refused to vote on the proposals.  We took the line following mostly the alternate route, stay with the alternate route, east of New Prague, Lanesburg, very little was crossing field, Section 13, 14, 15, what we tried to do on this, we assumed that sections of the alternate had to be logical, so we didn’t want to reinvent the wheel.  If there were task force objections, we tried to work with that, like where it went right into a housing development near Lonsdale.  Collaborative effort to try to get people to find the least damaging route, to get supermajority, if they hadn’t of boiled the process.  5A-03, 5A-04… I’m not sure, I think it’s the alteration.  5A-03 which has been much discussed.  Comment about the Lake Marion substation.  During this process, Lake Marion is about a 4 acre site, they’re purchasing about 20 acres.  Plan to expand.  10 years ago on my first time as supervisor, Dakota Electric came to us, I asked and they said it was to serve Lakeville, and I wish I would have known and I would have fought a lot harder.  I talked to an engineer at GRE about feasibility, why not leave it alone and build megastation down here where it’s at 35  - 57 & Hazelwood Avenue, there were no residences at all, failed Hal’al butcher shop.  I was told it would increase costs, so I made that proposal, that apparently struck a nerve because CapX and OES were all over that, didn’t want that in the air, the engineer denied ever offering information.  Where  6P-08 started.  Had the substation been built. That substation is regarded as an intermediate path, could have supplied Lakeville and would be in a position to supply Northfield as well.  While they did have a Task Force, and while I felt honored, I was very disappointed.  Context, speaking as an individual on the Task Force.
Second statement – On behalf of myself and New Market – alternate route if it must be built.  In support of that request – asked Poorker to explain route, top priorities to use existing Right of Way and avoid homes.  ½ mile on Jonquil Ave, then it turns east through New Market for 4.5 miles, 18, 17, 16, 15, 14, five miles, picks up a quarter of a mile at Mr. Tonziger’s house and then to Lake Marion substation.  That’s 7.5 miles in township with only ¾ mile on roads.  He said top priorities were to use RoW and avoid homes, but everybody knows it’ll affect more homes. New Market – lots are very expensive and provide a lot of revenue to Scott County.  … I have been to many meetings, my third with the ALJ.  Every speaker has the same concerns, the health of their families, uncompensated financial losses, … for this reason Scott co. made a resolution.  If it goes through Scott County, it will have a higher impact than it will in Rice County.
Public Exhibit 368 – Statement - personal

Public Exhibit 369 – Statement on behalf of township

Maccabee – Ex. 201, testimony about Peter McDonough, does that reflect the alternative that you were discussing for the advisory task force.  Yes, it does.  One version we had of that, at right angle at Hwy. 42.  Does the next page reflect that alternative?  Yes.  Reason for that was discussion from landowners in Hampton, somewhere the utiltiites applied for utility for Hampton to LaCrosse.  Put that in to address concerns of people there, to go straight across, and not go up into Hampton.  Ex. 2 and 3 of Schedule 2 to McDonough Testimmony.  In presenting his alternative, concern was raised that it would not work electrically?  Other than my talk with the engineer at GRE, no, and I recognized it would increase costs, and it was rejected at 
I think OES wants a big substation south of the Twin Cities, and that Cap/X wants

Moi – 6P-08?

It was proposed, we didn’t think we were getting

Walked out of Task Force

Hammel – would you mind going to the map and pointing out to the route that was negated, that didn’t come to fruition.  

Helmberger – the route about the substation?  

Hammel - the route that wasn’t included…

Helmberger – route on Paula’s map.  Scott/Rice – Our first deviation from alternate route was segment 5A-03.  We thought maybe they want to put a substation there, by Lonsdale, but we didn’t know, and we looked at straight across to the route Leaf Trail, Wheatland Twp. 

Ek - The route he is talking about is actually in its entirety in the scoping document.  We had to piece them apart and so we could compare them in routes.  That’s why we wanted to point them out on the map.

Helmberger – I don’t dispute that.  We were told that if we got a supermajority that we’d get a recommendation from the PUC that would be the route that would be selected.  
Ek – Task Force charged with IDing issues and routes.  You just stated that your route was in there, it was pieced apart, and it is still being considered, it’s a route that can still be recommended by the PUC.  It is still in play.

Luis – route goes through 5a-03, Task Force route, follow 5A-03, and then to Independence N of Lonsdale, would follow preferred route for 3-4 miles, off of Ex. 135, now on to 136, follow alternate route

Helmberger – agree to move substation south then it would have moved south, or at Danbury Avenue just south of 

Luis – not 6A-04, then to Section 17-18 in Hampton Twp. 

Helmberger – Hampton was very concerned about it running along 52, there wre options.  6A-03 parallel to 52 but east, I don’t feel comfortable speaking for the task force…

Luis – 6A-03, comes to Hampton, between Section 32 & 33, and then to NE, what Task Force favored

Helmberger – it meets line that comes out of Prairie Island.

Luis – 6A-01

Helmberger  we would have brought it out there to 52, 2.5 miles south of where 6A-02 and 6A-03, that was where the application for the powerline to LaCrosse.

Ek – 6A-01 was route suggested by Task Force.  My point is that the route that he describes was included in the process, it was just bisected into different sections.  I believe we called it the “Helmberger” route.  

Luis – the difference between the two pages, those were the same, but the second one goes out on a triangle in the color red (indicating east).  Exhibit 3 of McDonough.

Ek – the route is indeed there and is still in play, it’s just been bisected.

Helmberger – and I appreciated that.  I was told that if we could get a supermajority we could get an endorsement to the PUC.
Agrimoniti – any alterative that does not connect with the Lake Marion substation does not comply with the CoN.

Mandy Urness – Prefer to come back after lunch.  Oath.  10185 240th St. East, Lakeville.  New Market Township.  Within RoW, expanded section, just north of blue line, NW corner of section 14.  Here to oppose preferred route.  Our home is our sanctuary.  Our home will become an even greater source of stress and anxiety.  If it goes through, we won’t want to live there anymore  In Virginia, we were in close proximity to powerlines, and know personally how hard it is to sell a home.  We sought out property that was far removed from HVTL, current home based on locale, we are stewards of our land.  We’ve watched abundant wildlife, would remove habitat from southern boundary, and removal would also destroy our privacy, hawk, coyote, deer.  See proposed route not be chosen, should be routed through a less densely area.

Public Exhibit 370

Mary Ann Enggren – had to leave. 

Ray Kaufenberg – would like to be able to question.

Joyce Osborn – had to leave.

Matt Sirik – Oath – Webster.  I was at New Market task force, I didn’t agree with how the turnout came out, it didn’t seem fair. I went to VA and doctor told me to avoid the powerline.  Property I’m on, some was condemned for county road, and I’m wondering if today that would change.  My great grandparents were driven out of Czech, settled first in New Prague and then across from me where my brother lives, where I live the property has been in family for 76 years.  Wondering if nuclear or solar could work.  The pipeline, the people were told it was going to be safe, no leaks, and since this statement Little falls had a big leak, and a big leak north of Bagley 210,000, and I’m wondering if what we’re being told about powerlines.  My dad, myself and my brother were in the military and fought for America…
Co. Rd 2, west of New Market, corner of Fairlawn, Co Rd 2, Cedar Lake Twp, corner at Juct between Fairlawn and 2, northern part of Section 28, 

Luis – you have a Navy cap on.

Sirik – I was on SS Enterprise, a nuclear carrier.  Nuclear power was good then.

Luis – I was in army too, and based on my experience, I’m pulling for Navy too.

Ray Kafenberg – 10 minute break.

Debra Anderson – had to leave

Public Exhibit 371a – Statement

Public Exhibit 371b – her property

Public Exhibit 371c – impacts of powerline on her property (pretty close together!!!)

Ray Kaufenberg – Eureka Twp. Oath

Exhibits – 

Public Exhibit 372 – 

Statement

Attached Exhibit A

Also attached 372a (maps 1, 1-1, 2-1, 2, 2a, 2-1, 2-1a with map 2-2, map 2-2a, table 1, table 1a)

Testifying on behalf of self and wife Donia -  24510 Dodd Blvd.  Owners of 3rd generation family farm.  Citizens of Eureka Twp.  Dodd & Hwy 9, intersection of 245th St. E.  farm is T shaped parcel just east and south of 18 on map.  West side aligns with alternative route.
Wants to speak about 4 concerns.  First regarding segments of routes.  Map 1. ES-6, overview of Lake Marion-Hampton ES-6 is it part of DEIS.  

Luis – I’ve seen this before, purple is southern route, up and down 35.  

Kaufenberg – one individual was describing Eureka Twp, brought in map with checks to show where it is.  This preferred is wholly incompatible with Eureak Twp.  Undermines efforts Eureka Twp has made to resist development, violates our cultural values.  As far as impacts, five aeras, property & land values, environment, aesthetics (includes EMF etc), farming/agricultures, landuse, fairness and competition).

First – property and land values, major impact to value in Eureka.  Map 2.  Above the yellow post-it, is a group of yellow dots, it goes past the only residential development in Eureka Twp, back in 1960s, when township stopped and went to 1:40.  Impact on many levels.  People closet to line.  Because there is a lot of open space, you can see them a long ways away, disrupts viewsheds, disrupts farming.

Environment- read the comments.

EMF – these towers will be above the highest trees and will have major impact.  EMF disrupts GPS, tv signals, limits land use.  Farm impact, equipment is large, 40-60 feet wide, commercial spraying 100 ft wide, this equipment is almost all GPS directed.  GPS disrupted, uneven spraying, miss or duplicate.  Township has Comp Plan, most of the land is in long term Metro ag preserves land.  Prohibit industrial/commercial development, and their reason is in the Declaration of Independence.  This disrupts the culture, akin to exploiting Amish for their culture.
Map 6P-01.  Run N from Lake Marion to Hwy 70 (215TH) east and then to preferred route, and bypasses all of Eureka Twp.  More compatible with existing land use, would travel along existing corridors.

Luis – To Exhibit 136.  Piillsbury, north, 6P-04, start of 6P-01 across70, 36, then 31, 32, 33.  

Kaufenberg – 6P-04 and 6P-5 would also be viable, they avoid Eureka Twp.  The reason I consider this compatible with these powerlines, few new impacts.  Heard there are 13 homes, those homes were built AFTER industrial park was planned.  Those homes should be discounted.  Eureak Twp., this type of conservation of ag land is hard to do. To keep industry out.  It would create an artificial border, Lakeville would have reason to extend south.  
(missed some)

Cheaper to build straight route, alternative has fewer corners.

Alternative would be better, access to wind generation.  A wind farm proposed already near Hwy. 86 and it’s approved by Greenvale and PUC – 

MOI – it’s on hold, put on hold October 14th
(looking up Greenvale Twp – can’t find it)

Boyum property – 

A-2 – yellow dot.  Impact to that property.

(still looking at Greenvale)

October 22, 2009, it’s talking about DEIS, from letterhead, issued by CapX 2020.  How long does it take to 

Luis – what is purpose –

Kaufenberger – I missed the deadline, and this was dated Oct 22

That deadline was to file a Petition for Intervention.

Luis –

You can file it, but you’re late.

Kaufenberger – Exhibit A – in the application 

Kaufenberg - Task Force issues.  There was testimony presented about mitigating with blue – if his was a comment for the draft EIS I wouldn’t have come to it.

Ek - It might appear in the final.

Kaufenberg - Substation to south?

Ek - Talk of Lake Marion substation moving to the south, that as you know, folks were told that pertained to a need issue, it didn’t pertain to Certificate of Need.
Kaufenberg – expand on fairness – 
Ek – can’t respond.

Kaufenberg – I’ve responded to that in Exhibit A.

Wants Exhibit A in EIS, wants a section that addresses discrepancy, and addressing impacts.
