December 28, 2009
Intros – as usual

Scheduling Conference 1:30 p.m. Wednesday

Report, mid-late March
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=============================================

start with people who were here this afternoon who have come back

Theresa Ruhland – background

I attended 1st open house, attended almost every local function since then.  At the CapX open house, I learned they were seeking input, feedlots, neighboring fireworks facility.  Stray voltage affects cattle, beef and dairy, some perish.  Many farmers have discontinued milking, and I thought they’d want to avoid the ones who were still there. RES, meeting in LeSueur, we agreed to let him in he neighborhood.

Was on Capx workgroup, worked in small groups, ID’d features, I ID’d RES, feedlots, wildlife preserve, etc., I’ve attached a plat map.  I distinctly remember our leader mentioning RES.  I can’t imagine why no one seemed to take my comments seriously.  If CapX had prepared their route, if they had followed the law, they would not have routed both the preferred and alternate through our farm.  I attended the next work group, and was chosen to be on the EIS Task Force, Poorker was there and he stated that he was surprised to find they’d routed it right over RES.  I told him that I’d presented that information over a year ago.  I attended the public info meeting in Henderson on November 19.  They much have known they were going to go over my area because their testimony was dated the next day.  I learned of it on December 7, and it is completely unacceptable.  I’m concerned about the mere 1,000 foot.

(missed a lot)  RES must have full use of their property, but we don’t have full use of our farm.  

Luis – Ruhland, from her testimony and her son’s this afternoon, spans both Scott and LeSueur township, section 3 of Derrynane twp.  This brown area is common to all routes.  What happens is the preferred line comes across from LeSueur, then goes north, at this particularl juncture at Fabor Ave (fields in LeSueur, Fabor in Scott) and then it goes north.  Before the preferred route was north, they changed places… this brown area, it is owned mostly by the Ruhlands.  

Theresa: Our farm is 130, and my brother in law and son own 150.  

Luis: At the 3 in section 3, there is a jog in the line.
Poorker, there may have been comments about RES, but we never heard about it, so we could find out what he was doing there, what kind of facility he was operating there.  We had to do some research on our own, we had to come up with some guidelines, there is a guideline that recommends that we be 1,000 feet, and we just drew an alignment 1,000 feet from his property.

MOI – info on RES, looks like you waited for them to come to you.

Poorker – we did 

Ruhland – I am not good on computers but I’ve found the RES site, and you should have been able to find it.  Also, why is this corridor the only way, why do these overlap?

Poorker – we had a difficult time finding a corridor there because of some constraints, don’t remember why

Ruhland –so when you were looking at an alternative to going over RS, did you look to pushing it east or west, and did you look to see how it affects others property oweners?

Poorker – we widened our route to the west and to the east, it is wider now, and there will be an opportunity to find a more definite center line in there.


Ruhland – can I put this into testimony?

Luis:  There’s a power outage, near here, Union Hill (confirmed by someone in audience, he got a call)
395 A with B and C maps, and CapX  

David Seykora – during part of that testimony I was asked some questions of a legal nature, and procedures by which Minnesota selects a route.  I tried to make it clear that the DOT has not formed a position about routes, I was answered based on my own interpretation, and not any position of the Department.

Shirley Katzenmeyer – I have a poster I’d like to bring forward.  Myrick Street.  Tyrone Twp., Section 30.  At the evening meeting in Henderson, the mayor offered Mayo Park, starting the Myrick route.  It’s by Benida (sp?) a pharmaceutical.  After it starts, there’s our two homes, beef operation.  Thsse homes here were not given proper notification that these alternative routes were proposed.  Duane Kamrath came forward with 6 or 7 alternatives all of which involved Myrick.  We’re perplexes as to how many proposals are out there for Myrick St.  Mr kamrath came along with quite a few things.  These people here knew nothing about it until Crhirstmas Eve.  I ask that these proposals and any others that Mr. Kamrath came forward with be wihtdrawan.  


Luis: Discounted?  Can’t withdraw, that has to be Kamrath.  Pharmeceutical company?

Katzenmeyer: Bemida.

Poorker – yes, we are aware of that alternative, our discussions with DOT and others, we looked at an alignment through that area, and we aer in the process of notifying those people.  We certainly feel that these people need to be notified.  As you heard this is a challenging ara.  We’re doing some more research.  We have not entered private property, we do not have a specific centerline at this time.

Luis – on Ex. 123, point out where the last house.  She’s pointint to 5, middle of section 30, three on left and two on  right, the M in Myrick is one farthest to west, still in section 30.  Can we have this for the record?  Yes.

Public Exhibit 396 – 

Mark – cow calf operation.  We would lose breeding ability with this livestock, pretty much put us out of business.  We would be eliminated from being organic.  Decreased property values.  Large amount of wilelife, geese, ducks, swans, we bring in up to 5,000 birds a day, birds migrating are certainly   Canada geese, bottom pictures shows line coming along, this line is also our cattle feedlots.  The line is where the powerline would be coming, right down through here, the stand of trees that’s beyond the patch of snow, this whole thing, across that tree line.  It would come from left to right.  Along that line and then off the picture.  The health risk, the equipment that we’er operating underneath it.

Luis – is any of this covered.

Public exhibit 397.

Poorker – in process of getting this out, people that are on it, they are in the notice area already, not outside of our original route.  Warranted further notice that there is

Jan Rezac – I and my brother own the property next to katznmeyer.  I did not know about this meeting until my brother called.and let me know he got a postcard.  I jus became aware of this and I was not told about this, and I was totally amazed at what’s going on.  From what I understand is that it goes across our property right across the center of it.  It’s the next one from katznmeyers.

Luis – it’s under the C in Myrick.

Rezac – from what I understand, I haven’t any information on it, it is supposed to go right through our property and Katzenmeyers.  So I’m coming to this meeting blind, not part of the EIS.

Hammel – as far as OES is concerned, the matters that are in the draft EIS have been fully developed in the EIS, anything that Mr. Kamrath suggested.  It’s not in the EIS, beyond what has been proposed and what has been studied in this proceeding.  I would like that known for the record.  I don’t know what other procedure is necessary for a route like this that has not been fully vetted.  As far as what the applicants have in mind, it’s because it’s being suggested by another landowner.  This is something that we have just learned about as wel.

Rezac – so you’re going to work on this one?

Luis – I would think there’d be some problems in this, it’ll be argued in the briefing in the briefing.  

Hammel - It would be those routes that have been developed in the EIS.  No one has studied so far, we just heard about it as well.  Notification to landowners is a problem that we see as well.

Greg  Entinger – Questions for Poorker.  What happens if someone proposes a route that you don’t agree with.  In the evidentiary hearings, there was  mention of an alternate substation, on a southern alternate route.  How will you let the public know, where can we get that information.

Luis – final position taken by utility, applicants, I’m not sure that I’ll post those, I assume that’s where their opinion will be.
Entinger – will they have an opinion documented that I can see v. yours,  

Luis – I’m not sure what’s posted on the website, briefs, exceptions..

Hammel – regarding question, don’t want it to be misunderstood, the OES doesn’t take a position, applicants will take a position, Overland wil take a position, Johnsons will take a position.  OES is neutral, does not take a position.  After judge makes recommendation, after parties file exceptions, and then OES will make a recommendation to commission.  They’re not a party, theyr’e advisory to Commission.  If there’s something that OEs sees as a problem, at that point we’ll point it out.  We won’t say take this route because we like it better.  OES is not going to be filing a brief, we may file comments and we will not be arguing a position before the judge, not in an advocacy role.

Poorker – In our experience, when the PUC ives us a route, if they’re not going to gies us  aroute, we can’t build a line.  The alternate substation, it’s along the alternate route, section 13 in Webster Twp. Rice Co, it was determined that lake Marion substation is where we’re going.  This 6P-08, the reason it has a P is that it’s preferred route, it’s my assumption that they intend to have it go from lake Marion substation.

Moi – sort of objection – 

Luis – I think he was stating it would be inconsistent with the CoN.

Moi – that’s still a problem.

Entinger – if something’s still missing, how do we get that into the docket, so we don’t keep talking about it.

Luis – reason we have a public comment not closing until at least a week after FEIS is precisely for the public to have a chance to examine FEIS and file comments as to whether it’s adequate or not.

Hammel – one other thing, OES will not be adding additional route segments in the FEIS, not additional routes will be added.  Comments you can make about the FEIS related to the adequacy, whether draft EIS addresses what was stated would be addressed in the scoping decision.

Entinger – with public comments being 29th, the public may need additional time.  A week is pretty short, that’s a lot to go through within a week.  I just learned about the eDocket website, and I started going through it, took me some time to get to it, Holy Cow, there’s a lot of documents there.  Are all of those there right now?  I found mine that I submitted in Lakeville, but I’m pretty close to the bottom, and there were so many more meetings prior to me speaking.

Luis = it is hoped that they’re added to every day, sorting them scanning and putting them up, it is being done at our office as fast as possible.

Entinger – there’s websites out there, they’re hidden.  I’m a computer guy, and I barely got to them.  Don’t get Chamber of Commerce (sic!!), how to get it.  
Luis – I’ll consider expanding time of public comment period if I think a week is not enough, if there’s not enough time before the 29th, that’s based on the day they set.  The date is January 29th, I’m not going to change that yet.  Once you find it, you can find it again.  Google mn puc that would give you the home page.  Search eDockets, click that. Fill in the docket number, 08-1474.  It’s in reverse chronological order by the date it was filed.  

Hammel – there aer a lot of websites.  The website you just described is the only official website, it is administered by the DoC.  If you’re going to other websites, they may give you information, but it’s not the official website.  I’m aware that the applicant has a website, and Overland has a website, and the official website.

Entinger – I don’t’ have time to but I will be spending  a lot of time on that site.

Jeff Docken – Didn’t realize that when I signed up at 1p I could have gone home and slept for 8 hours and come back.  There’s a difference in count numbers between preferred and alternate.  If there is more on the alternative route, it takes several miles to make up that additional count.

Luis – the whole 262 miles of perfrred v. 237 of alternative.

Poorker – there are numbers, in route permit application, do have listing of total number o f homes within 500 feet.  It is in application.

Ek – in Appendix E, tables that say “preferred” and “alternative” because we went sub to sub, 75, 150 and 300 feet, if you want to add them up?

Luis – extrapolate from 237, and take the 262, you can compare apples to apples

Ek – you can break them down, we did.

Entinger – when were these given, my house was not on any map until November 20, 2009, I went to Lonsdale and that’s when it was put on the map.  When was that count taken v. true actual information.

Ek – that is in the final EIS, will be changed based on the comments.  Yes, there have been some that were missed, or not designated, now with comments, we’ll address them, pudate the tables.

Docken – I realize some of the houses were not counted.  I’m a full time farmer in Webster, Northfield is my official address.  If you look at development that’s so often being talked about here, the higher valued properties in preferred v. alternate, I do not believe that we in Rice Co. should be punished for another county’s rural development policies.  If there’s going to be more homes there, development drives need.

Luis – I’ll take notice that Scott is geographically closer to Minneapolis.

Docken – on alternative route in Webster, Sky Harbor airpark.  I live on Chester, just south of it, the alternate connects.  Skyharbor is in the process of doing an Overlay to protect their airspace.  Personal concerns. Living on Chester, right next to 57th st.  I sympathize with anyone trying to make a living on the land, farming underneath it, grazing underneath it, logistics of It to our agriculture and livestock facilities.  My dad is 82 years old.  When they were putting in electricity, everyone gathered around excited, and this time, I think it’s going to be another kind of excitement.  As a farmer, I have the same concerns that everyone else has.

Nancy Sackett – New Prague – yield to Christi Reybern
Christi Reybern – grew up in New Prague, Union Hill, powerline going through my mom’s property, my other property and neighbors.  Over by Union Hill there was a alternate to the alternate, avoiding a day care facility.  We have six children between the ages of 1 and 14, and if you look at the neighbors along that route, a day care facility could close anytime, but is CapX acknowledging that it shouldn’t be around children, it’s been brought up before, alternate to the alternate, by changing the route, are they acknowledgeing.  I want them when they’re counting homes, to count people.  My dad died of a brain tumor, I don’t know what this is going to do to us.  Scott county, Cedar Lake Twp, St. Patrick, Freeborn Avenue, Section 20.  250th, we must be one of these.  This daycare is in Union Hill.  

Luis – came up in context of a day care, will screw up her business if there’s a powerpole.

Reyburn – just like I don’t want my kids playing under a powerpole.  Just south of center of section 20 in Cedar Lake Township.  

Poorker – I’m not sure about it.

Luis – I don’t think that’s been discussed.

Reyburn – Co Rd. 31 Union hill, Co 22, to west of Graham WLA, 5A-02.  31 and 122.

Roman Nytes – Where 5A-02 turns from northward to east.  Setion 11 & 12 Derrynane Twp.

Public Exhibit 398.

Nancy Sackett – There are many things to consider.  My personal feelings are to reduce personal impact.  Many have lived ehre for over a century.  Then livestock and people earning their living.  Lastly, the financial costs to the applicants. As current increases, magnetic flows increase.  As they leave the substations, they power it up and those on exiting side will be exposed to higher EMF.  Questions from April 7.  

Luis = what witness said, is power stronger, EMF effects greater than anywhere else down the line than anywhere else?

Lennon- no not necessarily.

Luis – expand on it.

Lennon – as you get further away, because of the impedence, the current does decrease a bit.  Just because it’s exiting from a substation, that doesn’t make any difference.

Sackett – one of the thigns that I did not ask Scott Ek or Poorker – in the route application for Helena to Lake Marion, Vol. 1, section 3-2-1, that the amps and current are somewhat the same, averages 623,54, peak 1005, this means the highest on the table, that’s our substation.  John and I have looked that the maximum load and the conductors thermal limts are the same.  When reading testimony of Larry Schedin, Atatchment J, these two charts do not match up.  If we understand this, then the figures in this application aren’t correct.  The testimony I found, and this chart here, it’s not matching up.  Can you clarify.  Our concern, the amps, the EMF, may be greater than what Vol. 1.

(Larry Schedin).  EMF – can’t do a qualitative study on quantity.

Lennon – Amps are a unit of measurement.  Used somewhat interchangeably.

Sackett – maximum load and conductors thermal limits?

Lennon – there are variety of measurements.  Thermal limit of a conductor, when that conductor heats up, the thermal limt is where it reaches the limit where it can no longer do its job.  There’s a designed thermal limt, a function of other issues, ambient temperature, raining out, etc.  Structure, height of structures, go together to give you a clearance from ground to structure. There’s also system limits, load limits, a function of how your existing system is function.  When you’re determining what the capacity or system loading, need to consider the surrounding system, should your line go out of service.  Can’t just go from document to document to document, because they’re undoubtable talking about two different things.
Sackett – this is a concern – do you see why we needed an expert years ago?  Why do I need to know this, I really don’t, it’s just wehter I want to move or not. This process has been so overwhelming, there are people who won’t come.  You’re just going to say that these numbers are going to say that these numbers are right.  I’ll just keep moving.

Mailings – mailings have not been received by houses that should have received.  I know that there’s different things mailed than others near me.  Some things we received the day of the meeting, and we were led to believe that things were going to be put into the docket, the EIS, and now we have to put it in front of the judge.  I think you for taking the time to read all the papers that you have coming to you.  Is there any way to insure that the people that will be hired to build these lines will be Minnesota employees, GRE cannot bid to other states.

Luis – it’s outside the scope of this proceeding, it’s a good question and I don’t know the answer.

Poorker – just got a call last week from electrical locals to see if they can work for us, got calls from land rights companies to see if they can come up here.  We’re preferring local, but maybe further away, there aern’t many people who can.

Sackett – present lots of paperwork.  Emails to Scott Ek and correspondence.  My questions that I proposed to ask at EIS meeting on April 7 that were not answered, more emils. And then interesting tidbits and such that I’ve found, trying to understand the thermal rating scale and amps.  I feel like I need to double check on the whole process, realizing that people have been assured that they’d notified everybody but when I went door to door, I found they weren’t, and when people are saying they’re not taking a stance.

Hammel – did you file commenst with OES, court reporter was there, making record.  If you did make comments, you can expect to see them there.

Sackett – one person, I worked my tail off, we worked hard to get people to look into it.  We had over 400 people in there,   Scoping meeting 400 people, the scoping order is the document that comes from those meetings.  That’s where Scott wanted to hear, and he cut me off.  From there, he came up with Barr Engineering, Barr did their draft, and those people who missed that November 30 deadline.
Hammel – were you here when I explained that the EIS is the Department of Commerce, this is the ALJ.  Your comments will be in the FEIS.

Sackett – those 400 people their comments were for nothing.

Hammel – I’m sorry you feel that way, they were taken into account.  I don’t want to go on and on about it tonight.  Your opportunity to comment on that was until November 30, and you can now coment.

Sackett – it’s in the past, we’re not going to worry about it. We’re at the final night, I’m not as worked up as I used to do, this thing is going to land.  I don’t care where it’s going to go, we’ve already made that decision.

Hammel – any moment the judge is going to interrupt.  There are different sections, each section’s comments are important.  Your comments on the DEIS are important for forming the DEIS.  You may not be happy with the decision that’s made in that process, there’s always someone who’s going to be unhappy.  Your comments are going to be taken into consideration by the ALJ.  It’s all part of the process…

Sackett – it’s that comment… this process is the problem.  But by the time I’ve learned the process, that’s done, we’re done with that and we’re moving on. 

Public Exhibit 399 (156 pages).

Matt Sirek – Webster – Lakeville – already under oath.  Can someone explain the difference between amperage and voltage?

Lennon - __________________

Sirek – worked in a machine shop, we ground carbide, could take a 16th of an inch per pass, amperage was 100 and voltage was 50.  Adding to what I said in Lakeville, it’s between 41 and 43 yards, and from well to highway, it’s 34 yards.  If you move the powerline from the shoulder of the road and allow for an extra lane for Co Road 2, that’s gonna put that powerline pretty close to my house.  My windowsill is going to be pretty close.  If I have well problems and have to have Hartman pull the pump, he’s going to be pretty close to the powerline.  I was at the VA and the doctor told me whenever she and her husband move they always to check to makes ure they don’t build or buy next to a powerline, that’s not a good place to live.  I lived in the neighborhood, it’ll be 66 year next march, subtracting 2 years in the military.  My brother lives next door on the home place, that’s been 129 years.
Luis – show me your property- 

Bruce Polson – Oath – my concern is safety.  If these lines come down in winds and ice, is there a plan to evacuate people, I asked what the dangers were, and the response was that these lines don’t come down, and that concern about the lines coming down is unfounded.  I looked at DOT that talks about lines coming down.  It’s very close to my house, if it were to come down, it’s between my house and the road.  Is there an evacuation plan, is there a way to get out, what’s the response tiems, is there an off switch handy, would they be able to power it down.  Near Reyburns, Cedar Lake and Hwy 13, within 500 foot boundary.

Poorker – I can address that like in April.  They are designed to take significant ice loadings, can take a 1” ice loading, should it fail, it will fail from the top and the conductors will keep it in the air.  The foundation is 40-60 feet in the ground.  MnDOT, lines have gone down before, lines have gone over highways.  These are concrete bases and steel structures.

Polson – what I care about is the lines down and the only way out, whether the structure comes down isn’t my concern, and it’s the lines.  And indeed, the DOT references that as a concern.  So you would have to answer that if it’s a concern for the DOT, it’s a concern for me.
Poorker – we have circuit breakers that will trip that line out, the structures are not going to come down, it would be something extremely catastrophic. 

Polson – does the DOT agree with that?

Seykora – the DOT is not in a position to provide data about how these poles are constructed and what their reliability is.  We rely on info from other parties, I was searching…

Polson – 7/20/09 thick handout

Seykora – that would be reports of incidents that I’m not familiar with…

Polson – tornado hit, I grew up in Iowa, and these thigns come down all the time.

Luis - Direct schedule 21, attached to Poorker testimony.

Seykora – concerned about safety of the public, workers, are concerned about what the structural integrity of the poles is.

Polson – I’m concerned about my family, I’m glad you’re worried about the safety of the traveling public.  You’ve got to rely on them.  You’re neither confirming nor denying.  

Seykora – structural integrity should be one of the factors considered.

Polson – section 29, between sections 20 and 29, that’s Cedar Lake.  This puts a guys family a increase risk like it puts traveling public at risk.  I have to evaluate that risk as far as how much risk there is.  Living underneath thesse things is a decision I’m going to have to make for my family, I’m not going to deem that as acceptable.  In general all the considerations, farmlands, wetlands, livestock, fireworks factories, nests of eagles, property values, where the snowmobile trails cross, daycare and other businesses, but I think what needs to be considered, the effect of the residences, that are practically underneath the line, and I don’t feel that they have been properly weighted.  The precautions that will be made for those people, those homes are now uninhabitable.  We talk about cattle reproduction, well, my children are going to have to live underneath it.

Luis – I will take official notice of another fact, hat if ice builds up to a certain point, it isn’t just electricity, if it trips out that’s good to know, but also, a length of wire of that size dropping from 130-165-170 feet, dropping faster as it drops further, that’s a lot of weight, that would do a lot of damage.  There’s a lot of weight if they’re any length of all.
Polson – when you’re living underneath it, the probability is greater.  My point would go toward routing, affect fewer homes, affect fewer people, go toward Hwy 19. It doesn’t seem like the effects on people’s homes has really been weighted, where there would be less housing density.

Public Exhibit 400.  

Luis – is there a figure on density, 345kV cable.  

Lennon – couple pounds a foot.

Ed Townsend – Belle Plaine.  Oath.  Alternate route in blue.  Goes down Stoppleman Blvd.  Next to river and western boundary of Belle Plaine.  We have a new school and the school board has purchased 60 acres for new HS.  This would be

I served for 10 years on planning & zoning and 10 years on City Counsil.  I brought a resolution from City of Belle Plaine in opposition to alternate route.  One thing city did was to put in orderly annexation, all a property owner has to do is request to have property brought into city limits.  Part of where it would go is in the orderly annexation of Belle Plaine.  I’m brinigng a copy of the orderly annexation map, powerline would come down in here and go there.  It crosses Hwy 169 at 53.  It crosses at Stoppleman Blvd. 

Luis – Where’s stoppleman?  It’s going NS approximately a ½ mile to west of yellow shaded portion.

Townsend – it’s ¼ mile.  

Luis – then it veers to the SE and crosses 169 and it meets orderly annexation.  Goes straight south through 14, Blakely Twp.  

Townsend – Belle Plaine is an expanding community, MN river is boundary on one side, DOT took all crossings away, and now we’ve got two towns, north and south of the highway.  Logical development for town would be to the west, under the powerline.  I’ve hunted all my life, and I’ve hunted under tight where they want to cross.  Impact on wildlife is not just in one place.
Luis – will take notice that he saw the 2009 population figures and it’s my memory that Belle Plaine as of whatever date 2009, the estimate was 6,600 people.

Townsend – It’s doubled.  Here’s the resolution from City of Belle Plaline.

Public Exhibit 401 – Map showing annexation

Public Exhibit 402 – Resolution of Council of City of Belle Plaine 09-039

Seykora – In the few minutes since Mr. Polson was here, I’ve had a chance to review the document, it was prepared for one of the other submissions, submitted in the scoping process and we flagged that as an issue that we felt EIS should be addressing, the structural integrity of poles in EIS.

Roger Weiers – I too was at the april 7 meeting and had questions and concerns.  Belle Plaine.  I’m on preferred route, 270th St, and I would like some explanation of how close this would be to our dwelling.  Section 26, above capital S in Street, and also dotted green line, snowmobile trail.  How many feet am I from this proposed powerline.

Luis – that’s the center of the preferred route, not necessarily the actual Row, which can flex anywhere in that corridor.

Weiers – my house is 150 feet off centerline of that township road.  Haven’t been involve, I’ve heard from neighbors that it’s on my side, they got it switched from the other side.

Luis – 5P-02, modified preferred route

Poorker – in application, alignment, route 1,000 feet wide, it is on the north side.  We don’t know that that’s going to be our centerline. Where it is, the center would be 128 feet from your house.

Weires – how wide is it itself, outrigger, where lines would be hanging. 

Poorker – the arms aer 20 feet.

Weires – how far off the roadway.  Off township road, just ouside of the RoW, on my property.  Township   Static electricity?  My farm, we bought a small house, built it from nothing, talk about people using cell phones, found people were touching the cars.  What if I’m fueling at the machine shed, fumes are out there and static causes explosion. I find that very disturbing when you run this so close to people.  My nephew works for a power company, said you’re one of thos NIMBY’s, but it’s in my front yard.  I have no problem with it in my back yard.  We’re living with this powerline that runs through Union Hill.  Why wouldn’t this idea be put out there.  Take this energy, why don’t we stop it here and take the Brookings and send it down south.  Take these powerlines, you’re causing so many problems.  Helena substation, large circle, have you been in contact with landowners to make acquisitions?

Poorker – yes

Weires – any purchase agreements?  


Poorker – yes

Luis – showing substation.

Poorker – we don’t have pA, an option to purchase should it go that way if it should work.

Weires – are landowners aware?

Poorker – they’re in agreement.

Weires – do you have another one proposed?  Just west?

Poorker – no.

Weires – concern to west of us, neighbor talked to the other day, there are four blue structures there, Harvestor silos, and crossed to avoid silos, they’re probably 100 feet.  Why avoid those?

Poorker – can’t say.  


Weires – somebody told him you wanted to avoid the silos because you wanted to avoid because of static.  

Poorker – we have not chosen that.  I did not tell him that.


Weires – you guys know where it’s going, it’s gonna end up right where it goes.  I hope this gentleman standing here can find some way to route this …  How much percent of it is wind energy across the state, and you said it depended on how much the wind is blowing. 
Luis – utilities have to 

Round and round about what’s on the wires, wind, coal, Luis testified about it, I objected, and was ruled out of order.

Weires – so this is an all green powerline?

Poorker – no, I didn’t say that.

Weires – I’ve lived and farmed under these lines for 25 years.  Whenever there’s a rainy and foggy dayk, buzzing and crackling, we live in America, land of the free, but to put this next to our houses is unacceptable. Sure, it may cost a little more, but for everybody involved, it would be more acceptable.  If we all had cattails in our front yard, they have more rights than the human public does.

Joan Lucas – significant wetlands and topography, I’m the second owner after the railroad.  A hilly area, farmers, Docken, this is not urbanized, never has been, served on Rice Co. planning commission, decided would not go with Scott Co, that that would remain rural farming community.   A substantial safety issue.

Fahey – existing powerlines by my house, will they impact them, just put new ones in this summer.  Sibley County, near Green Isle.  Powerline is right across from me.  Just to east of number 30, this is  anice piplene I’ve got here.  Other powerline put new poles in last summer.

Poorker – I’m assuming that because it’s MN Valley coop, that’s distribution.  We do take that into consideration, we can work with them.  That doesn’t stop it.  

Fahey – they were going to develop along Hwy 25.  It would really screw that up, I don’t know if anyone cares, but I do.  I work for Centerpoint energy, digging holes for gas lines for years, I was digging under high level powerlines.  I dig up mains all the time, and up there I do, in that area where the high voltage is.  Something is going on where we’re getting shocks on the mains.  They guy working with me this summer, said “Why are we getting shocks all the time.”  And I pointed up.  Doesn’t matter if it’s metal or plastic, we get shocks, we wear gloves all the time now.  Are these the big lines coming down from NSP at Bayport.  I know there’s more voltage than there should be.  What’s going to stop the stray current from going up the lines to the house, to the LP tank.

Alan Muller – Oath – I didn’t come here to testify, but there was reference to these lines helping utilities to comply with RES.  Many of the forms of energy that are being used, such as garbage incinerator, turkey poop, wood, these are the dirtiest we have in the state, in many dirtier than coal.  The Fibrowatt has just been fined $60k for air permit violations.  Point is that when people are looking at these routes and impacts, nobody should feel that they have some sort of social obligation to support these lines becaue there’s a higher public purpose.  Most of us would agree that windpower poroperly sited is a good thing and we’d like to see it expand, but these others, we’d be far far better without.  We need to be more discriminating about this, unfortunately the ___ hasent been.
