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B5 7th Place East. Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 uy: 651.296.2860 fax: 651.297.7891
WWW.COMMErce. st mn, us

February 10, 2009

Walter Asmus, Sr.
Alfsborg Township
28241 505th Avenue
Winthrop, MN 55396

Dear Walter Asmus, Sr.,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakola, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {(maps and information are available at: www.enerqvfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local cilizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? if you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what chalienges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meel several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback thal we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

1-7::'#7?‘:“'-,-24

-

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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85 7th Place East. Suite 500, Se. Paul, MN 55101-2198
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February 10, 2009

Sharon Sickmann
Arlington Township
41788 250th Street
Arlington, MN 55307

Dear Sharon Sickmann,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
{(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

[ am wiiting to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott EK, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us .
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax)} 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

A
7&#&-2&

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



AT 85 7th Place East. Suite 500. St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
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February 10, 2009

Allan Lundberg

Ash Lake Township

1958 County Highway 15
Lake Benton, MN 56149

Dear Allan Lundberg,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Broaking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
%’;ﬁ?‘ié

Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



83 7th Place East, Suire 500, Sc. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 631.296.4026 tty: 651.296.2860 Fax: 651.297.7891

WWW.COMMEFCe.SIam. mn. us

February 10, 2009

Paul Simonsen
Bandon Township
67606 County Road 3
Fairfax, MN 55332

Dear Paul Simonsen,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
{(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
L

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

JoAnn Kolbaske
Bismarck Township
57928 246th Street
Winthrop, MN 55396

Dear JoAnn Kolbaske,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include lacal citizens,

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

p—

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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85 7th Place East. Suite 500, Sc. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 631.296.4026 try: 651.296.2860 fax: 651.297.7891
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February 10, 2009

Charles Enter

Brown County

14 South State Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

Dear Charles Enter,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
{ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the ulilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 20089.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send aiong your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Lt F L

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009
Gary Teipel
Brown County Planning & Zoning Department
PO Box 248

New Ulm, MN 56073-0248
Dear Gary Teipel,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form),

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the ultilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may aise include local citizens.

[ am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paui, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

6}2 ' ‘;52'4

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

David Rieke

Cairo Township
51669 620th Avenue
Fairfax, MN 55332

Dear David Rieke,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at; www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009,

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may aiso include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback aiready provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by QES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,
Lo HE A
_

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Dave Nosbush

Camp Township
63180 County Road 5
Franklin, MN 55333

Dear Dave Nosbush,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES)in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, woutd an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101
scolt.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
P74

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2008

Jon Clausen

Chippewa County

629 North Eleventh Street
Montevideo, MN 56265

Dear Jon Clausen,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scolt.ek(@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
-
=2 3’; et ZA

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009
Tammy Guza
City of Arco

2736 190th Ave
lvanhoe, MN 56142

Dear Tammy Guza,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Depariment of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review.of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {maps and information are available at; www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
QOffice of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
/ -
? Mﬁ(—‘; .

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scolt.ek@state.mn.us
{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Gregory J. Isaackson

City of Cottonweed

86 W Main Street PO Box 106
Cottonwood, MN 56229

Dear Gregory J. Isaackson,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

[ ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,

Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities. puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brockings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009,

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

} am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; {fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Marcia Seibert-Volz

City of Fairfax

112 SE 1st Street P.O. Box K
Fairfax, MN 55332

Dear Marcia Seibert-Volz,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

LA FL.

Scoftt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Matt Jaunich

City of Arlington

204 Shamrock Drive
Arlington, MN 55307

Dear Matt Jaunich,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES)in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

[ 'ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 KV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energvfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates halding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.
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February 10, 2009

Wendy Pederson

City of Franklin

320 Second Avenue East PO Box 326
Franklin, MN 55333

Dear Wendy Pederson,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF)in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities. puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 20089.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on Jocal issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by maii, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

r—’f;:; «_'5’/-:%

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Kevin McCann

City of Gaylord

332 Main Avenue PO Box 987
Gaylord, MN 55344

Dear Kevin McCann,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009,

[n addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact m.e with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Lt F L,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Bea Regnier

City of Ghent

PO Box 97
Ghent, MN 56239

Dear Bea Regnier,

Greetings. | am writing to ask ‘S(our help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {maps and information are available at: www.energyfacililies.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meelings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us .
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

S =74

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security -
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February 10, 2009

Jim Berger

City of Gibbon

985 First Avenue
Gibbon, MN 55335

Dear Jim Berger,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Broaokings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitaled by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101
scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
Lt

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Bill Lavin

City of Granite Falls
885 Prentice Street
Granite Falls, MN 56241

Dear Bill Lavin,

Greetings. [ am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqyfacilities, puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates hoiding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
staternent for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what chalienges do you
anticipale the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anficipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Lt Z L

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



; 85 7th Place East, Suice 500, Sr. Paul, MN 55101-2198
Ity ol S rgtad main: 651.296.4026 wy: 651.296.2860 fax: 651,297.789]
WWW.COmMErce.Srate.ma. us

L Secur

February 10, 2009

Paula Geisler

City of Green Isle

310 McGrann Street PO Box 275
Green isle, MN 55338

Dear Paula Geisler,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES)in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilittes Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representalives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

F am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

7
St F

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Patricia Savoie

City of Hanley Falls

109 B First North Street PO Box 125
Hanley Falls, MN 56245

Dear Patricia Savoie,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line,

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are rematning significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott EX, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009
David Bleese
City of Hendricks

2736 190th Ave
Hendricks, MN 56136

Dear David Bleese,

Greelings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakola, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerayfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meelings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by QES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scolt EK, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

lla Bradley

City of Ivanhoe

401 North Harold Street
Ilvanhoe, MN 56142

Dear lla Bradley,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

[ ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqgyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what chatlenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this lime we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



-

Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St, Paul, MN 55101

scolt eki@state. mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
7
-

Scott EK, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Faye Angrison
City of Lynd

PO Box 86
Lynd, MN 56157

Dear Faye Angrison,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Depariment of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.eneragyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? [f you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott EX, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone} 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matier. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

A EL

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Tom Muelebrock

City of Marshall

344 West Main Street
Marshall, MN 56258

Dear Tom Muelebrock,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

{ ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqgyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback aiready provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scoftt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7' Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

LoErd

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009
Shirley Dove
City of Morton

221 W 2nd Street PO Box 127
Morton, MN 56270

Dear Shirley Dove,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,

Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009,

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Harmpton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff,



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

e =774

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Joel Walinski

City of Northfield

801 Washington Street
Northfield, MN 55057

Dear Joel Walinski,

Greetings. [ am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES}in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at; www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may alsc include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We'
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
3 —
4?? ‘.:?Zé

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Keith Muetzel

City of Redwood Falls

333 S Washington Street PO Box 10
Redwood Falls, MN 56283

Dear Keith Muetzel,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqgyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments, Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 pubilic
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing chalienges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,

e =274
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Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Pam Sheeran

City of Seaforth

PO Box 214 23395 295th Street
Wabasso, MN 56293

Dear Pam Sheeran,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilittes Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near Whife, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {(maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anlicipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
~ citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone} 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



- energ

ecurltv

83 Zth Place East. Swire 500, Sr. Paul, MN 35101-2198
main; 651.296.4026 try: 651.296.2860 Fax: 655.297.7891

WWW.COMMerce.sram. mn. us

February 10, 2009

Patricia Ward

City of Vermillion

105 Main Street East
Vermillion, MN 55085

Dear Patricia Ward,

Greetings. 1am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqgyfacilities puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 20089.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what chailenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
//
Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Pam Sheeran

City of Vesta

PO Box 214 23395 295th Street
Vesta, MN 56292

Dear Pam Sheeran,

Greetings. 1am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area lo assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter., Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Lt FL

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



“security.=

85 7th Place Easr. Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 cry: 651.296.2860 fax: 651.297.7891

WWW.COMMErce. stare.ma. us

February 10, 2009

Mark Erickson

City of Winthrop

305 North Main Street PO Box Y
Winthrop, MN 55396

Dear Mark Erickson,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area lo assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I'ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Cormmission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2008,

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twm Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Flease contact me with any
gquestkions.

Sincerely,
-

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Laurie Gabbert

City of Wood Lake

88 Z2nd Avenue West PO Box 115
Wood Lake, MN 56297

Dear Laurie Gabbert,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Greal River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {(maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of govenment
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclesed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scolt.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
L

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Margaret Mages
Cornish Township
57815 330th Street
Lafayette, MN 56054

Dear Margaret Mages,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission} for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and infarmation are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Cormmission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the tength of the line in the spring of 2009.

in addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of iocal units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
melro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.eki@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Sl F L

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Lori Doering

Dryden Township
45805 State Highway 19
Gaylord, MN 55334

Dear Lori Doering,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmentat impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may aiso include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens o the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hamplon project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any .o ‘? .
questions.

Sincerely,

Lot F L

——

Scoftt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Kathleen Krippner
Empire Township
3385 197th Street
Farmington, MN 55024 b .

Dear Kathleen Krippner,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
{(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
. the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized QES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We'
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by QOES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, struciure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.eki@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
E 374

Scofit Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Bruce Devos
Fairview Township
3301 240th Avenue
Marshall, MN 56258

Dear Bruce Devos,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? |f you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101
scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,

=74

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Bryan Buysse
Grandview Township
1882 County Road 8
Ghent, MN 56239

Dear Bryan Buysse,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {(maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized QES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriale, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens,

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by QES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. QES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community ang the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
queslions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Shannon Johnson
Hazel Run Township
2622 490th Street
Hazel Run, MN 56241

Dear Shannon Johnson,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utitities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typicalily,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009,

in addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces eonsist of representatives of local units of government
and may atso include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

-
%wﬁf%

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Robin Nuese

Hendricks Township
3258 State Highway 271
Hendricks, MN 56136

Dear Robin Nuese,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 KV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Charlotte Thooft
Island Lake Township
1122 250th Street
Arco, MN 56113

Dear Charlotte Thooft,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmissicn line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have flled a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,

Minnesota {(maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities. puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

[ am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the ultilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this ime we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anlicipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009, Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Oifice of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

James Pfarr

Kelso Township
32504 375th Avenue
Le Sueur, MN 56058

Dear James Pfarr,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized QES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101
scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
{;"Z#f'gfié

Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

James Doty

Lake Marshall Township
2660 220th Street
Marshall, MN 56258

Dear James Doty,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES} in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at. www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate t{he task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces wouid be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES slaff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between E!ko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scolt.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Norma Renken
Lake Stay Township
2310 250th Sireet
Arco, MN 56113

Dear Norma Renken,

Greetings. | am writing lo ask your help with the possible development of an advisbry task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqvfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

Tao assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scolt.ek@state. mn.us
{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

-

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Eloise Hauschild
Limestone Township
2791 300th Street
Minneota, MN 56264

Dear Eloise Hauschild,

Greetings. 1 am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmissian line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed cormment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the ulilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampten project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Coammission has autharized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing chalienges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by QES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scolt.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

«‘—*’{7 wfft::"’?-zé

Scoft Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Kathy Schruers

Lincoln County

319 North Rebecca PO Box 29
Ivanhoe, MN 56142

Dear Kathy Schruers,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
{ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmissicn line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through puhlic meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what chailenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would he appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based sao that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to;

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important maiter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Allison Vandelotte
Lucas Township

3125 350th Street
Cottonwood, MN 56229

Dear Allison Vandelotte,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
{ATF) in your area to assist the Depariment of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

.

| ask that you please respond by Februapﬂ? 2&09 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcet Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staif anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatwes of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback aiready provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are irying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7' Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,

LA E

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Doug Kleine

Lynd Township

2156 235th Street PO Box 86
Lynd, MN 56157

Dear Doug Kleine,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community, Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? if you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are Irying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

ZME

Scoltt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Loren Stomberg

Lyon County

607 West Main Street
Marshall, MN 56258

Dear Loren Stomberg,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at; www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hamption project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7831

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

LA FL

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

John Biren

Lyon County Pianning & Zoning Department
504 Fairgrounds Road

Marshall, MN 56258

Dear John Biren,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I 'ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at; www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducis an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES stalff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your commdnity and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mait, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,

LD =

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Donn Winckler

Mid-Minnesota Regional Development Commission
333 W Bth St

Wilimar, MN 56201

Dear Donn Winckler,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitling process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meelings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES slaff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces whith are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the lacation, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101
scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions,

Sincerely,
Lt F L

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Gary Velde

Minnesola Falls Township
2375 530th Street
Grarnite Falls, MN 56241

Dear Gary Velde,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitling process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meelings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

fn addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may atso include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces whith are formed would be gecgraphically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott EX, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7"" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scoli.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matier. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

J;’“’;ﬁ?’ 74

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Deb Johnson
Nardland Township
1356 310th Street
Minneota, MN 56264

Dear Deb Johnson,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmentai review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
aiternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 pubiic
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I'am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scoftt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place Easr. Suice 500. St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 wy: 651.296.2860 fax: 651.297.789|
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February 10, 2009

Tammy Houle

Paxten Township

36235 US Highway 71
Redwood Falls, MN 56283

Dear Tammy Houle,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the fuli
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,

Minnesota {maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the ulilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 pubilic
meelings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meelings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by CES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipaies an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton,

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
4’;#:?’%

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place Easr. Suire 500, St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 631.296.4026 twy: 651.296.2860 fax: 651,297,781
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February 10, 2009

Vicki Knobloch

Redwood County

250 South Jefferson PO Box 130
Redwood Falls, MN 56283-0130

Dear Vicki Knobloch,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security {(CES)in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 mites
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

[n addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what chailenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES stafi or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Projéct Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,
Zat =

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place East. Suive 500, St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 11yv: 651,296,2860 fax: 651.297.7891
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February 10, 2009

Tim Woelfel

Redwood Falls Township
29506 325th Street
Redwood Falls, MN 56283

Dear Tim Woelfel,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security {OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what chalienges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We'
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and wouid be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Eiko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
-

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Qffice of Energy Security



85 Zth Place East. Suire 500. St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 631.296.4026 rty: 651.296.2860 Fax: 651.297.7891
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February 10, 2009

William Wells

Renville County

105 South 5th Street, Room 315
Olivia, MN 56277

Dear William Wells,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area lo assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at; www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

in addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and rmay also include local citizens.

I'am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scoft Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7ch Place East. Suire 500, Sr. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 1ty 651.296.2860 fax: 651.297.7891
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February 10, 2009

Michelle Rybinski
Royal Township
3037 170th Avenue
Ivanhoe, MN 56142

Dear Michelle Rybinski,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security {OES)in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

t ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typicaily,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings heid along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include locat citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scolt.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,

Scott EK, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place East, Suire 500, St. Paul, MN 355101-2198
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February 10, 2009
Peter Hellie
Sandness Township
1666 500th Street

Hanley Falts, MN 56245
Dear Peter Hellie,

Greetings. 1 am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES)in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and wouid be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Markel and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax} 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

ZAZ

Scott Ek, Project. Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7ch Place East, Suire 500, S, Paul. MN 55101-2198
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February 10, 2009

Jon Lagerstedt
Severance Township
PO Box 531

Gibbon, MN 55335

Dear Jon Lagerstedt,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES)in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-hased so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

/

4—-~7£j =

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place East. Suire 500, St. Paul, MN 551012198
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February 10, 2009

James Eidem

Shaokatan Township
1449 County Road 16
Hendricks, MN 56136

Dear James Eidem,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line. .

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newiy proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We'
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7' Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

L F L

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009 -

Sally Schueller-

Sheridan Township

28234 County Highway 6
Redwood Falls, MN 56283

Dear Sally Schueller,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
{ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitling process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission {Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,

Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Cormnmission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing fo ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scotf.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,
—~

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place East. Suire 500, St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 cy: 631.296.2860 fax: 631.297.789]
WWW.COMMCE.SEaT. M. 1S

February 10, 2009

Denise Kirschstein
Sherman Township
28752 Ranch Avenue
Morgan, MN 56266

Dear Denise Kirschstein,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the ful}
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota {maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commissicn in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF wouid be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place Easr. Suite 500, St Taul, MN 355101.2198
main: 631.296.4026 try: 651.296.2860 fax: 651,297.7891
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February 10, 2009

David Kahle

Sibley Township
31074 431st Avenue
Gaylord, MN 55334

Dear David Kahle,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,

Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
=27

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7ch Place East. Suire 500, St. Panl, MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 cry: 651.296.2860 fax: 651,297,789
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February 10, 2009

Jay Trusty

Southwest Regional Development Commission
2401 Broadway Avenue, Suite 1

Slayton, MN 56172

Dear Jay Trusty,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens. .

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the ulilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
Issues you anlicipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

Sincerely,
Y -

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place East, Suite 500, Sr. Panl. MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 ny: 651.296.2860 fax: 651.297.7891
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February 10, 2009

Bruce Bitker

Stanley Township

3161 County Road 11
Cottonwood, MN 56229

Dear Bruce Bitker,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area to assist the Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

I ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meelings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Lt

Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Wayne Grams
Transil Township
24799 501st Avenue
Winthrop, MN 55396

Dear Wayne Grams,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associaled facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009,

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anficipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff,



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hamptlon project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scotlt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions. '

Sincerely,
St =F 2L

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Lois Pagel
Underwood Township
10604 315th Street
Vesta, MN 56292

Dear Lois Pagel,

Greetings. 1 am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakola, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commiission in making a route permit decision, the CES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES stalff or a facilitator engaged by QES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
{(phone) 651-296-8813: (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
Lo FEL

Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Dawn Hegland

Upper Minnesota Valley Regional Development Commission
323 W Schlieman Ave

Appleton, MN 56208

Dear Dawn Hegland,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may alseo include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address? -

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We'
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

LN F L

Scott EK, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Barbara Schmidt

Vesta Township

150 Front Street West PO Box 214
Vesta, MN 56292

Dear Barbara Schmidt,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 KV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly propaosed substation near Hampton,

Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the ulilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
queslions.

Sincerely,
b{;’;ﬁ‘?‘"’ZA

Scolt Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
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February 10, 2009

Douglas Freyholtz
Wellington Township
68546 510th Street
Fairfax, MN 55332

Dear Douglas Freyholtz,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF} in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the ultilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009,

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.

e



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,
. Paing
4;f)’ L-::“"’.'Zé

Scott EK, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place East. Suice 500, Sr. Paul, MN 355101-2158
main: 631.296.4026 cry: 651.296.2860 fax: £51.797.789]
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February 10, 2009

Terri Thostenson

Wood Lake Township
1850 520th Street
Hanley Falls, MN 56245

Dear Terri Thostenson,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES)in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the QES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

At this time we are lrying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anlicipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us
(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
guestions.

-

Sincerely,

=374

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7th Place East. Suite 500, Sc. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 631.296.4026 1y 651.296.2860 fax: 651.297.789]
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February 10, 2009

Ryan Krosch

Yellow Medicine County
415 9th Avenue, Suite 102
Granite Falls, MN 56241

Dear Ryan Krosch,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comrment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
- of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substalion near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addilion to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

I am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing chalienges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address? .

At this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
QES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hamptlon project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

{phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

fgf;ﬂ—zza

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



85 7rth Place East. Suite 500, St. Paul. MN 55101-2198
main; 651.296.4026 1cy: 651.296.2860 fax: 651.297.789]
WWW.COMPKTCESTATE. M. Us
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February 10, 2009

Donald Schmidt
Clifton Township
3360 240th Street
Milroy, MN 56263

Dear Donald Schmidt,

Greetings. | am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

! ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 KV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.enerqgyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commissian in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that task forces which are formed would be geographically-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitator engaged by OES staff.



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, structure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to;

Scott Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone} 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7831

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Cffice of Energy Security



85 7th Place Easi. Suice 500, Sr. Paul, MN 55101-2198
main: 651.296.4026 ty: 651,296.2860 fax: 651.297.7891
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February 10, 2009

Jeff Rettig

Moltke Township
63760 240th Street
Gibbon, MN 55335

Dear Jeff Rettig,

Greetings. 1am writing to ask your help with the possible development of an advisory task force
(ATF) in your area to assist the Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) in
the review of a proposed transmission line.

| ask that you please respond by February 27, 2009 (see enclosed comment form).

Great River Energy and Xcel Energy have filed a route permit application under the full
permitting process with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for 237 miles
of 345 kV transmission line and associated facilities between the existing Brookings County
substation near White, South Dakota, and a newly proposed substation near Hampton,
Minnesota (maps and information are available at: www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us).

To assist the Commission in making a route permit decision, the OES conducts an
environmental review of the routes proposed by the utilities and, if appropriate, suggested
alternate routes. This review is informed by public participation and comments. Typically,
feedback and comments are gathered through public meetings held along the proposed routes.
For the proposed Brookings to Hampton project, OES staff anticipates holding 8-10 public
meetings along the length of the line in the spring of 2009.

In addition to these meetings, the Commission has authorized OES staff to develop, as needed
and appropriate, ATFs to assist OES staff in determining the scope of the environmental impact
statement for the project. Task forces consist of representatives of local units of government
and may also include local citizens.

| am writing to ask your assistance in assessing the need for an ATF in your community. Given
the feedback already provided by local governments and citizens to the utilities in developing
their proposed routes, and given the opportunities for comment that will be provided by the
public meetings planned by OES, would an ATF assist your community with what you believe
are remaining significant routing challenges with the proposed Brooking to Hampton
transmission project? If you feel that an ATF would be of assistance, what challenges do you
anticipate the task force would address?

Al this time we are trying to determine how many task forces would be appropriate. We
anticipate that lask forces which are formed would be geographicaily-based so that they can
focus on local issues. Task forces would likely meet several times and would be facilitated by
OES staff or a facilitater engaged by OES staff,



Based on the feedback that we receive from you, other local government representatives, and
citizens, OES staff will determine the location, struciure, and charge of ATFs for the proposed
Brookings to Hampton project. OES staff anticipates an initial ATF in the Twin Cities south
metro area between Elko-New Market and Hampton.

Please send along your comments on the advisability of an ATF for your community and the
issues you anticipate an ATF would address by February 27, 2009. Please use the enclosed
comment form as a guide. You can submit comments by mail, email, fax, or phone to:

Scolt Ek, Project Manager

Energy Facility Permitting

Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

scott.ek@state.mn.us

(phone) 651-296-8813; (fax) 651-297-7891

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. Please contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

St F L.

Scott Ek, Project Manager
Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security



