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Minnesota Department of Commerce

February 12, 2009

Burl W. Haar, Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7™ Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE:  Environmental Review of Bemidji to Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Project

Dear Dr. Haar:

Thank you for your letter of February 10, 2009 regarding the environmental review of the
Bemidji to Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Project.

I have discussed the challenges associated with the environmental review of this Project
with Energy Regulation & Planning staff members familiar with the need docket (Docket
No. 07-1222) and Energy Facility Permitting staff members familiar with the route
permit docket (Docket No. 07-1327) aspects of the Project. The Office of Energy
Security (OES) concurs with the Commission staff’s assessment of the differences in the
two processes and the advisability of separating environmental review for the routing and
certificate of need applications.

OES will issue a scope for a separate Environmental Report within the next week and
anticipates that the report will be available by mid-April 2009.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM L. GLAHN
Director, Minnesota Office of Energy Security
Deputy Commissioner, Department of Commerce
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