September 28 – Elbow Lake
(sparse turnout)
Birkholz - February when ALJ’s report is out, at least March before it comes before PUC
MOI – Milemarkers on map

Airstrip on N side of 94, mm 85-86

River o

Robert Tenneman – Douglas County, Evansville Twp, airstrip

Put in proposal of Alternate Route B

Says there areno residences within 75 feet of poles, because there are residences within 75 feet.

What is considered a residence?  I consider grain bins, outbuildings, part of my residence, plus all the trees we planted

Shows in 2B that there are less residences involved

Section 15, farmed organic, should be noted, take an alternate route, there’s a mile on N side of 94 that is organic, and has been since 1998

Does the engineer go out there and look or just go by the maps

A: Residences are just the home, in this case, looked at area photos, it appears there is room to have RoW and home is beyond 75 feet.

Tenneman - Would like to add one thing, we have planted probably 400 years of trees between residence and freeway and beyond the grain bins to keep the noise out.  As I understand, from those January meetings, those trees would come down, and probably my wife would move.

A: If those trees come down, there may be means to mitigate
Tenneman – those impacts are not stated

Janelle Fredrickson, concerned intervenors – looking at a summary of the draft report, when comparing impacts, are we taking into consideration the impacts in North Dakota, and are the North Dakota side impacts taken into account?

A: There are two sides, obviously ND PUC will have decision, there is communication between the sides.  We don’t have it included in our DEIS, but we haven’t made a full environmental analysis on ND side.

Janelle – we are only getting part of story here, there are impacts on both sides of the river.  I didn’t see any mention of agricultural and aviation use, crop spraying, that concerns our clients.  We have concerns about 75 foot impacts, and there are at least 70 homes within 500, and how many homes within 200-300 feet, 100 years, that would be helpful.  

Peter Loken – three Qs, this is first meeting, might be repetitive. I’m assuming the state of Minnesota will condemn and pass off 

A: When they grant permit, they grant company right of eminent domain.  There is a route, narrowed down to 150 foot easement, at that point in time, the company would work with you to make sure that’s the right place, to negotiate a settlement, and you and the company would go to mediation.

Next two are more technical – read earlier ones and could someone explain the size of thephysical structure and the spacing, but on levrl piece of property, and once that is in place, what happens to the easement, does that have to beleft untouched, or could farming be conducted under the line, could farmesr go on property after construction is over.

A: Structures averagte 150 in height,self-weathering steel poles,brown all the times, two arms, one will holdcircuit, spans can be up to 1,000.  Yes, you can maintain farming operations under the lines, landowner retains ownership under the land, company as an easement.
Moi – Buy the farm

Birkholz – it’s going on the N or E side of highway.

Terry Easy (?) – I don’t know how you can go ahead with drawing a route without taking into account the North Dakota side.

Moi – state of ND application.

Darren Lahr – we’re working with ND PUC, we have to get into their regulatory process.  Different, documents, how long, what it takes to review it.  We’ll be filing a “Certificate of Corridor Compatibility” late this fall, their process takes less time, simultaneous Environmental Review, state staff talks about it between them.  In ND, if we take southern route, we take I-29 to just south of Fargo.  If we take preferred route, then we cross river to the same point.  ND process has variable time frame.  They can adjust depending whether they want to or not, a few months or six months, and then into route process which is a little further definition, similar to MN’s when we get to the end, we’re looking at decision by next spring.

Dean Sternhagen – Leon Twp – I’m in favor of the proposed route, following I-94 corridor.  When they put the interstsate in, they probably did EIS then, must have been favorable route to follow, xmsn should follow the same route and would have least impact and financially affordable.

Birkholz – I don’t know a lot about that, obviously studies were done, but things were different.  In Minnesota, we try to route along existing transmission, railroads, each case has its analysis.  Definitely 94 is there to say, and it’s an existing corridor. If you have a definite opinion, a good place to express that is before the judge in November.  We may well be having a session in ElbowLake, certainly in Breckenridge, Alexandria, the week of November 16.  Make sureyou’reon the notice list, sign up if you’renot already.
