September 29 – Melrose
Mark Wollschlager – HDR (relation to Sandy?)
Birkholz – blah blah again

Dave Ebaugh – Start with analysis of St. Cloud Advisory Task Force Report
First paragraph error- 14 persons, not15.  1/14 is different than 1/15

App. D of ATF errors – 11 of 14 ATF votes to follow existing corridors and non-proliferation.

EIS has one statement about proliferation, p. 17.  Extreme proliferation.

Using state of art undergrounding – that category received top priority, paramount danger of EMFs.  Bait & switch, page1-1, six routes ID

Table1.4-1 p. 1-15 – the ATF group 1 has been eliminated

8 ATF members are on record, adamant that this optioni be analyzed.  Eliminate is bait and switch, inexcusable.

Individuals affected by high voltage lines deserve better.  Verbal Comments, and written request to MOES, there was openness to form Task Force.  We have much documentation, such as report by Power Engineering, the cost estimates seem out of sync, and inconsistency between amps

6-25 – why do calculated magnetic fields vary from document to document

6.2.5  06-1115 – ID 20108-53863-01, states that once the lines are in use, 600MVA and as high as 1,200 or 1,500 MVA.  MOES should verify statements that Xcel makes for accuracy.

Independent Task Force for undergrounding and EMF issues.  Need scientific Task Force.

OES provide information, and why is this 20108-53863-01 in 06-1115 and not available in 09-1056.

Has on three occasions provided information on Shepherd’s Lake, St. Wendel’s Bog.  This area is important, migration, nesting. Bird resting area, traveling between habitats, habitat fragmentation. Preferred route follows… rarest of the rare, disrupt Shepherd Lakes area.

Whooping cranes. Shepherd Lake has nesting Sandhill Cranes, with similar habits to Whooping Cranes. Use of bird flight diverters is ineffective, need a lot of space to take off and land.

Environmental Report 06-1115 Avon Hills documented, Shepherd’s Lake omitted.
Birkholz – there are a lot of things there, and if we have inconsistencies we want to know about it.

Kerrie Kerfeld – noticed there are not many farmers here, during harvest, makes it hard for us to make it.  What kinds of precautions are you taking for farms and wildlife.

Birkholz – company will be granted 150 feet RoW, powerline will be in middle of that, so on 75 feet of that, there would be no housing or barns beneath that easement. (this presumes using other corridor for the otherside.

Kathy Pung – Health concerns from HVTL.

Dennis Theilen – RoW – They have signs where you’ll find RW sign onfence, and150 feet from that, another RW sign, I believe it was an alternative where the freeway went through, when there is a corridor of 1000 feet, that would limit that by 300 feet.

Birkholz- describes structures. 

Lahr – 15-50 feet deep depending on soil conditions.  

Birkholz - Between poles, can span up to 1,000 feet. Advantage of larger powerline, there is larger span and fewer poles.  Where would 150 feet go in that 1,000 feet.

Lucy Roberts – first gentleman who spoke asked why it can’t go underground?  In certain sections.

Birkholz – you can!  There are environmental impacts of overhead and of underground.  Underground may take less easement, but you would have to clear cut.  An underground kV is a significant difference between 115 and 345kV.  EIS analyzes some of this too.  If PUC decides there are areas where it should be undergrounded, that is on the table.  On the rough estimate from our studies, this line is going to cost about $1.7 to 2million a mile. To underground it would cost upwards of $20 million, so PUC will have to weigh that.  It’s on the table.

___ Borgerding – what is the impact on powerlines and existing natural gas lines?  And with questions, what is significance, it’s so scientific and the terms are confusing.

Birkholz – we do analyze impacts of transmission on pipeline, after you’ve looked at it if you have additional comments.

Borgerding – what does it mean forthose of us who arenovices?

Birkholz – it means typically you don’t want a powerline directly over a pipeline.

Darrin Lahr – Im not an eningeerk my best answer is that we can provde you with documentation, there are corrosive issues with EMF and pipelines.  If you were to place it next to the line, what would we have to do, and I can contact our engineering staff and get it to you.

Borgerding – there’s nobody here who can explain?

Lahr – no.

Birkholz – I’m glad to get questions that we may not be fully advised on, we can go do research and it needs to be revisited.

Lahr – Are you looking from viewpoint that it should be closer or avoid pipeline?

Borgerding – the Kings Lake Road, cutting east across the boundary, Oak Township, Millwood township, there is a natural gasline that runs through that area, and I’m not sure where else that runs, but my curiositiy is that does the EMF or other impacts have a negative or positive impact and how close can that line be.  If there are potentials for corrosion, that concerns me because if you’re causing a pipeline to corrode, and to fail, and if it’snatural gas, there’s potential to blow it up, similar to what’s happened to CA, that’s a concern. That’s on the northern boundary of Freeport, that’s area to expand, so that’s a concern. Amperage issues.

Birkholz – obviously powerlines cross pipelines allover theplace…

Lahr – amperages – do some terminology – it’s a little complex. The general issue is what is the line going to operate at in a normal. We look at peak and the average amps are in the hundreds of amps.  That when all the lines in the entire system are functioning if they normally would. What’s the capacity?  What can this take physically.  3,394 of thermal capacity.  Why do we only operate it at a couple hundred.  It is part of an integrated system. Blah blah lie lie
Birkholz – are we anticipating it will be higher

Lahr – we’re anticipating that it could be higher

Birkholz – we’re going to look at this, if we should evaluate a higher number.

Wayne Pung – Where else do they have a line of this size, dairy area, populated area, and did you study them?

Birkholz – largest is 765kV, 345k V is the interstate highway of transmission.  There are ones around the Twin Cities, built in Minnesota and elsewhere.

Leverne Hinnenkamp – putting powerline 150 feet, and it’s going to be in the middle of my farm, the freeway split it, why can’t you put it right down the highway, Interstate 90 has it right down the highway.

Birkholz – the state permitted that345kV line along the freeway, it’s a long story of negotiation with the DOT, along I-90 to be as close to the DOT as possible. The DOThas toanswer to FWHA so they can’t haveacutal overhang into their RoW.  The arms on thepoles are up to 20-22 feet, PUC can have Xcel build them as close as you can, which in Monticello case will be 20-25 feet off of the highway.  Along 90.  The DOT became strongly involved… we’ve been negotiating with them.

Dennis Theilen – that was my concern about the RoW on the section line, the other RoWwhich is the alternative RoW is about 150 feet from the fence, which would eliminate about750 feet which would be off limits, couldn’t put in that area and there’s 150 feet that couldn’t be used.

Lahr – In I-90, where we’re 5 feet off the fence, because that line is a single circuit line, so none of those arms are not overhanging. On this line, we’ve been ordered to build it double circuit capable which means we’re going to have arms on both sides, we’ve got to be25 feet off that freeway fence to keep that arm back.  It reduces the RoW width because we are sharingwith the DOT as long as it’s not building structures, etc., that’s what we’ve got in Monticelllo.

Kerri Kerrfeld – I feellike you’renot putting this in for nothing, you’re getting a lot out of it, we’re getting a one time payment – what are the future generation going to get, what if there is illness or animals dying, what are we going to get? (socio-economic impact that should be addressed, and easements should be prohibitive of additional uses).

Birkholz – if it does cometo pass, we are going to go through a whole ‘nother process, I’m not entirely sure what that will mean when it comes to easements.  MOES and PUC do not come into the

Kerri – who woul\d you go to?

Birkholz – it depends on the problems.  Permit is designed with PUC jurisdiction as far as construction and operation. Does hae complaint procedure in place.  I wouldn’t seek to give you legal advice.

Mike Zirbes – several homes within the growth on 17, have son living on farm, if you’re saying you’re coming within 150 feet of center of the road, both where John Helleman, up from No of Interstate 94 north to 17, would they go out into the field, at one time, 500 feet either side of the road.

Birkholz – as far as the house in the RoW, when we talk of 1,000 feet, we try to narrow it down to where that might go, and make comments based on that.  Theoritically, it’s not done unless it needs to be, a house could be 75 away from the powerline, that would be the closest it could be.  Buy the Farm, 216E.12, Subd. 4

Rosie Kirkfeld – as I think I’ve got it right, an irrigation couldn’t be used under it, and also I was under the understanding, you cannot put an electric fence under it.

Lahr – you can have an electric fence under the line.  Limit future irrigation, it is going to have impacts, and you might not be able to put a center pivot irrigation in that area

Birkholz – 

Borgerding – compensation – more clarity – as I understand it, each individual property owner needs to negotiate to determine compensation, currently one time.  As an individual trying to negotiate with Xcel energy, makes it pretty difficult to have a fair negotiation.  What opportunities are, what exists within state, to protect state landowners to be run over, can it be reopened to additional compensation if things change.  If in the future I need to irrigage, what alternatives do we have or is that simply a matter for the courts, and the courts become an arbiter of last resourt.

Biekholz – at present it’s a one time payment.  The protection that a landowner has, in the CoN when PUC said this line needs to go in, that in essence grants company right of eminent domain, which means you will eithernegotiate or it will go into condemnation.  Eminent domain is a protection for the public, if you are stymied, that law provides for a process where you both go into mediation with independent judges.
Martin Theilen – Wellhead protection area – water came up about 30 feet, and 50 feet with towers.  What about access to this powerline once it’s in. 

Lahr- as far as access goes, that’s something that we’ll negotiate, generally we’d access down the RoW itself, generally these lines are not highly technical, most of the work we need to do is inspect them, bird diverters, etc., we don’t necessarily need access from the ground, they’re pretty much mkaintenance free.  Wellhead protection, there aer different techniques , piles, spread footing, wide and very shallow, there are different thigns we can do to make sure that never penetrates.

Borgerding – Explain wellhead protection and what you mean there?

Lahr – City of Melrose has established area around city to protect water, special zoning protections as far as what you can and can’t do.  

Borgerding – is there a potential impact on water supply with having these platforms, and piers penetrating an aquifer?

Lahr – that’s what we’re talking about.  Rather than drill a shaft into the ground, have a wider base of concrete, hold that foundation up.

Borgerding – still not getting the answer I’m looking for?  Contamination of the water supply, electrification, what’s the consequences?

Lahr – chemicals leaking into the system.  We’re only using cement, is there a potential something spilled on the surface.

Bart Z – just like a well, we have to stay back from wells, 150 foot setbacks, that’s the same thing as acasing, just like a drain plug.

Birkholz – if something goes into public waters, into wetlands, incurs DNR permit.   Setbacks from poles for manure

Moi – DEIS needs to include that very point, and leachate, whether they use coal ash in concrete

Kerri – what kind of topsoil will be left.

Lehr – what do you want us to do with the spoils of the dirt, up to landowner, haul away, leave it, move it someplace it, whatever your preference is.

Borgerding – when you remove the soils, spoils, are you replacing that up to the powerpole again, if you scrape that topsoil off, then you have to do something, or do you strip it off and then replace it?

Birkholz – right now when a permit for thistyupe oflinear facility, need to file an ag mitigation plan, that’s already filed. (WHERE?)

Pervis Todd – St. Cloud – help some of the people get a better perspective of what you’re facing now.  We faced that in the Monticello-St. Cloud route, through allthe systems, we came back and ended up right along 94, I think that that’s a good premise for the line, let’s keep that as a corridor.  DOT had to go through some of these studies, I think this is much more rigorous, I think we should use this I-94 as an energy corridor where ever we can, even if we have to at some times go underground.  
Birkholz – be on our mailing list so you can get our mailings.

Borgerding – his comments brought up the questions of the RoW and using freeway RoW.  Earlier you mentioned that it can run along the freeway, but it can’t be along the corridor, after the I-90 corridor, the DOT has taken a stronger position on that.

Birkholz – it’s never been allowed in the DOT Row, we’ve been working with them on maximize sharing that RoW.
