October 4, 2010 – Le Sueur (afternoon)
Luis – taking evidence today, and reconvening in Arlington tonight.
(Luis pontificates on situation, procedure)

Moi – introductions

Luis – Myrick route – that comment is the position of NoCap 2020 and U-CAN and not the position of the Administrative Law Judge or the Public Utilities Commission.

MOES – OES did not take a position on which was preferable, waited for ALJ to issues his recommendations, and after that we have the USFWS letter, and we issued the recommendation that the permit be issued for the Belle Plaine river crossing and what is called the Gibbon crossover.

PUC – Michael Kluszinak – Commission may accept, modify, reject or remand.  

USFWS letter – 

MOES – briefing papers of staff – OES 44
Exhibit 45 – Affidavit of Publication – Newspapers

Exhibit 46 – Notice of Public Hearing & attached mailing list

NEED TO SUBMIT HARD COPY OF EXHIBIT A

WRITTEN COMMENTS THROUGH OCTOBER 18, 2010

Delores Hagen –  Sworn in.  Three submissions – to clarify their already existing position.  First submission - as I read that, I find that not something new, I found it to be clarification.  I cite the particular letters involved, and the Bald Eagle Act that they’re enforcing.
Second, if it does get opened to human habitat, I want opportunity to address that.

Third, references to “he said, she said,” and this expert says this, and this expert says that, I don’t think that’s a reasonable method of making a decision.  I put on the website 20 years of recordkeeping, took a representative sample. There’s an inference that USFWS needs to be challenged.  Henderson Feathers is an organization, our reputation is important.  If we get information from a citizen, we verify it, from USFWS, we verify it.  I’m not speaking of the whole river, I don’t know of a more authentic source than the USFWS and the DNR.  This contains a packet of information of the eagles and eagle nests, there is a booklet that we publish, the Henderson-LeSueur Recovery Zone, maps, booklet (handed to judge).  Samples of over 20 years of notes, press and news releases, from over 20 years on the river.
Luis – three documents marked, Ex. 403, Bald Eagle Protection Act; Ex. 404, submission to this specific proceeding, Ex. 405 100 pages from website.
Art and Barb Straub – It’s like short blob – strab

Luis – I suppose you’d call me Straubzilla!!!

Straub – Sworn in.  Public Exhibit 406 – This young lady was questioning the background of Mr. Albrecht.  I’m not an expert, I know a lot about a little, but a little about a lot.  DWI, and since that daet we’ve kept notes on the riverbank.  We’ve been at all of your meetings, 8 out of 9, and we’re kind of familiar what happens.  We’ve been teaching for 50 years, volunteering for Historical Society in Henderson, Henderson Feathers, work a 40 hour week volunteering in the woods.  A year ago at this time, the DNR asked if we would go to all of the eagle nest between LeSueur and Jessenland.  From the Church of Jesseland, the wordnest is right here in LeSueur, we have studied 5 nests, we have a pretty good idea what’s going on, except during flood stage.  There was an Eagle Nest Survey, by helicopter in March 30, this spring,   Our objection to that survey is that it was done by helicopter, it was a time when eagles were in their nests…  I wish there was a way for a non-aerial river crossing, this flyway is the only option for these birds, and mr. Albrecht, I think you put it so well, this Valley is the last frontier for our birds, and for our children.  We need to be concerned about those who come after us.  I’d like to reiterate my firm belief that a non-aerial crossing should be considered and used in this case, the Minnesota River Valley is necessary to this ecology.

Luis – I don’t know if any of you have taken a look at the report that I’ve written on this matter, cite a fact or two.  The cost of the underground crossing exceeds $400 million, that’s just something I’ll state is already established in the record.  Estimated cost for the entire project from SD to Hampton is $850 million.  Those facts are already established.  

Q: Is the $400 included in the $850?

Luis: No, the $850 assumes overhead crossing.  There are obviously expenses in the overhead crossing, don’t remembrer how much that was.  (look these up, see how much would be deducted)
James Meehan – 

Luis - Lonsdale previously, he’s on the other side of the Minnesota River. 

James Meehan – Sworn in  Own 120 acre farm, Sibley County, 2 miles west of Minnesota River, in December 2009, those words I want ti repeat today

Luis – not literally, those are in the record

James Meehan – the LeSueur crossing goes right through my farm, that goes through my east border, and to my south border, rather than going through the middle of a corn field.

Luis – let’s use Exhibit 165, using red marker, find place,

Meehan - here’s my farm, OK to mark on here?  Cross here, avoid house and buildings, avoid crop field, yellow dot is where house is, (writes name on those lines), bluff going up maybe 100 feet.  Your recommendation would run I down the bluff, from N to S.

Luis – your testimony will be revisited from the record.

Alan – passes for now.

Fran & (?) Henneman – New Prague.  Sworn in.  307 Myrick – 

Luis – don’t repeat what might be on the transcript.  December 28, made part of that record as well.

Henneman – several questions, 307 Myrick.  

Luis – did you hear Lescher that the applicant’s preferred route has shifted to Belle Plaine.

Henneman – how close to the house can a line be before it’s uninhabitable?

Lennon – sworn in.  As practical purposes we do not like to run lines over the tops of homes, if there’s some emergency, safety issues, there are no, within Minnesota, there are no legal requirements not to go over the tops of the buildings. 

Henneman – have you ever gon over the tops of any buildings.  The blue line is 75 – 100 feet from my house.  By the look of the powerline riute, running that line parallel, it will be a lot more difficult than running on top of the hill.  Would that be moved north or south on that map?  I’m on top of that ridge, how far is it down, 150-200 feet.  If powerline’s put there, we’ll be looking straight out, it it goes on top of the ravine, it goes right over the top of our house.  We have a home based business, zoned residential/commercial, what does this do to us?  We’d have to relocate.  There are so many issues, it’s beyond me why we’re talking about it.  If USFWS says they won’t issue a permit, why is it even an option?

Luis – what is nature of your business?  

Henneman – home based commercial business

Lescher – what the best thing to do is to how these river crossing came to be.  State permitting rules, we have to identify two routes, Hwy 169 corridor, back in Dec 8 on the fact of it, it looked like a good crossing, utilize road right of way, as process evolved, like with any permitting process, lot of information comes to surfact, comes into record. Numer 1, MnDOT concerns, there are a number of easements that MnDOT identified that we could not traverse.  Reason for large shaded area is that we wanted flexibility to come up with route.  We wanted option, to keep second option, Myrick was put forward as a route, and it is a constructiable route.  Problems, have that terrain to deal with, that significant drop off, could cause some constrictible issues for us, it doesn’t eliminate it, but it’s one of the factors with both of the river crossings. We’ve had conversations with Bimeda, 

Henneman – nobody’s asked our opinion, 

Lescher – I think there are ways that we can overcome?  Yes, is it ideal?  No.  That is one of the reasons we’re changing our preferred route to Belle Plaine.  You’re leaving a natural corridor and moving into an uncharted area, that has definite concerns, when you sum it all up, we belive that Belle Plaine is the right one to go to.  Are both constructible?  Yes, both are, but there are some problems, that’s why we go to Belle Plaine.

Henneman – If USFWS will not issue permit, why are we even having this discussion?

Lescher – USFWS has their input, they’re a stakeholder, there are lots of other factors, ultimately it’s the PUC’s job to come up with the crossing to make the decision.
Henneman – USFWS has stated they will not issue a permit?

Lescher – Yes, that’s correct.

Luis – the decision where these proceedings would cover was mine, and I thought it was important for LeSueur and Belle Plaine, the schedule dictated an unavability of places dictated that we’d hold it in Henderson, there were many many people from both LeSueur and Belle Plaine.  This time we were able to get accommodations in LeSueur, and Belle Plaine, and this time because of the letter, it’s a piece of Hearsay, legally, something that has had an influence and a major impact on the opinions of the people involved here.  It’s appropriate at this time to come to LeSueur and Belle Plaine, the decision was mine.

Delores Hagen – one comment, the USFWS has made a decision, because I think, if you read all those letters, you will find it is the ecology of the river, besides eagles, their responsibility is the husbandry of the river, and it won’t have the impact on Belle Plaine.

Luis – Duane Kamrath asked about the cost.  

Fran Henneman – swron - wife of __, and we live up on the bluff where it’s going to come up the hill. The ravine is actually our property. I appreciate clarification of the fact that you prefer to use the Belle Plaine route, Judge Luis, that seems to be what you’re leaning towards.  I want to give a little background on my property, this property, the wildlife, the Katzenmeyer’s farm where George Bush spoke.  Husband is ____, Tim Pawlenty is in office, and that’s where I’ll be going if this comes through LeSueur.  We bought it 7 years ago, making it into what it is today, it’s zoned commercial/residential, I am going to fight you, it has been zoned commercial.  This was our dream property.  It was a meth house, we turned it into something usable, the fact that I have to stand here and fight for my home, this is America, this is a shock, maybe it’s not to you, the fact that if you bought my home, what shape am I in to … as a Republican, as a business owner, you guys have a lot of power over my future, we planted over 500 trees on my land, tried to bring it into line with what Mark has done with my property.  We took these meth labs and cleaned up these properties so we could be productive members of this bluff.  I have not been in LeSueur, before this is over we want you to meet us, you’er taking my home, but I tell you I will not go lightly, I’m an eductated woman and will make sure this is a national debate.  I have tried to live the philosophy to be a good community member, the power of this situation is enough to make anyone pay attention.  I hope that you guys do the right thing, that’s about the only thing that could make it a good choice, to go on Belle Plaine’s, if anyone can tell me why Belle Plaine is not the best choice, I don’t want you to take my home.

Ken    24447 320th LeSueur – (not here)

Joe Paige – 350 Myrick Street – Sworn = strongly oppose the LeSueur crossing, why from the beginning of this project I have not gotten one stich of information.  My jeighbors what was going on, we want to know why.  I havenot ogotten any information on this whatsoever. Only info is from my neighbors, they let me know what is going on.

Lisa – There were various notices when application was filed, we need to look at the records, cross reference your address.  I will personally get back to you. Typically what we look at is the tax records, I’m not able to see on the map, is your property in the yellow highlighted area?  Yes.  There were also notices published in the paper. Come up one more time, I’ve got a different map.

Lisa – we’ve had a side conversation with Paige – is outside area.

Moi – is Poorker Schedule 50 the same as 162D/165???

Agrimonti – The shaded yellow area on Schedule 50 Poorker is the same as on 165.  There is some additional information, but the route is the same.

Duane Kamrath – sworn – First, I want to take, my other testimonies are on record, want to add a coupole things, after several months, some observations, it was just a few years ago, before that, I want to welcome all of you, I’m on the north side, on Doppy Lane, I hope you took time to smell the roses, enjoy the foliage, my home, where I live, which was most impacted by the very early route on 169, which I’ve been trying to sell and which I cannot sell because of the poewrline that would come right past my yard, but I want to talk about a bigger things than this.  One of my favorite presidents, Jimmy Carter, wrote about our endangered values.  I want to talk about values in this whole thing.  What is the cost, we as Americans always talk about costs.  What is the value of eagles.  I think back to where I’ve had the privilege of living for 20 years, Lee Boyland owned that home for close to 30 years, but much earlier than that, what of the values of Native Americans who saw the soaring eagles, and what Art Straub witnessed a few minutes ago, for our kids too, what is the value and what is the cost, and that’s where I would say, NoCapX 2020, if you think this is so valuable that you have to ruin god given values, why don’t you pay the $400 million and be done with it.  It’s a bunch of money and a costly thing, where is the value.  When I didn’t want this thing going through myhouse, wanted to get back to where I grew up, and the value of this is huge, and I wanted to point that out.  Earlier I testified, then it made more sense to not come past my house and to go through Myrick, but as I look back, that’s worse, but then past my neighbor in Belle Plaine.  We should look at that value.  It’s one of the few spots that we can have this view, this corridor along 169, I would vote with let’s figure out something else, and if we have to go to Belle Plaine, let’s do it underground, not above ground, let’s love our neighbor as ourselves.  318 Dobby Lane.

Dr. Deb. McKay, Henderson – Sworn – My testimony is short, I had similar things to say.  You mentioned the $400 million additional cost to go underground.  But our national parks were established by Teddy Roosevelt, lots of people thought the Grand Canyon was trash, and why spend this money to buy this.  LeSueur is a very big treasure.  I’ve driven up to the site in Belle Plaine, and to me it’s a nobrainer – we’re drawn to this area, because of the natural beauty, I’m encouraged that the applicants now thing the Belle Plaine is better.  The $400 million, we’re talking about a significant cost, but we’re talking about future enjoyment and appreciation for the valley.
Linda Rist – lives right above Buck’s Lake.  Sworn – Testified in Henderson.  Everything Art Straub has said, I’ve seen him down there, Henderson has done a lot of promoting of this area, it’s an area you don’t have to crawl through any brush, I do have some pictures of where you can park off to the side, it has been so busy at times that the state actually put up no parking signs because there was so much congestion, now it’s parking only on one side.  I know you cannot observe the eagles in Belle Plaine as you can here.  There should be an access, how close are those lines going to be to helicopters for emergency service down there in the valley.  (hands him pictures) there are pictures of huge dead trees, there is a postcard of Henderson promoting Bucks Lake.

Luis – (opening envelope)  Public Exhibit 407. A.B.C.D photos and postcards and writing.  Marked and admitted.

Alan Muller – Red Wing – Underground river crossing.  In looking at the testimony provided by the applicants, it’s been suggested that an underground crossing would add $400 million, and this has been described as not financially feasible.  I’ve done some inquiry about underground, SoCA E&G installed underground, Entergy has installed underground under Mississippi, last month, Progress Energy announced a line under Cape Fear River, that was on first page of google search I did, and I’m sure there are a number of examples that could be found.  None are 345kV, and I’m sure it could be argued.  Has any independent investigation been done regarding the claims that this is too costly and not feasible?

Ek – No we did not.

Muller – it seems that it is not appropriate to accept at face value assertions.  It would be interesting to have an inventory of existing and planned underground, cost and feasibility, and unless and until it’s not appropriate to accept a claim that this is not feasible.  It seems that crossing at either of the locations will have an impact.  I’d like to suggest that more work needs to be done.  I can submit some exhibits, but I’m not prepared.  I’ve testified before, and I’ve made a number of comments, and that there needs to be more independence, why hasn’t the OES done any independent examination of the applicants’ claims.
Luis – do applicants or Ek?

Ek – The fact is, they are in the business of building and constructing transmission lines.  We do rely on them when it comes to figures and how much it will cost.  What we do is “environmental review.”  We are not reviewing the costs of the project, we rely on them for the costs.  We look at it, and it’s part of 

Muller – in ½ an hour, I’ve identified a number of other underground transmissioni installations, does that raise a question in your mind.  I don’t know what projects you’re talking about, and also I’m not experienced with undergrounding transmission lines, it’s not something I can get into, especially below river undergrounding.

Agrimonti – Lennon – assumptions

Lennon – doing internet searches are a great thing, it provides a lot of information and it’s easy to interpret.  We the applicant have said it was not feasible.  Is it practical.  I’m from a family with five kids, if one got it, all did.  How is this different than that. As the applicant, it’s our responsibility to do an estimate of what may be required, when we look at this, when you do a google search, that’s where it getsconfusing.  At 345kV, that means 25 miles of underground cable that you can put in before you can’t get anything out the other end.  The cost,we went to two different engineering firms, here’s a river crossing, we don’t know where exactlybecause we don’t know the end points, is that a reasonable thing to do? So we said, let’s select sites two and a half miles apart, based on your knowledge, as an international design firm that puts in underground in all different voltages.  That’s one of the tupes of assumptions they’ve used.  What sort of technology have you used, do you want to bore and put in oil filled cable?  No, let’s go with PEK cable, different electrical characteristics.  The firms with the expertise, those were run with second design firm, they validated estimates. WHAT TWO FIRMS?  WE ONLY HAVE ONE.   Black & Veatch & Power Engineering. 

Muller – I think we’ve established that OES hasn’t done their homework here, I think they conceivable might be here in Minnesota.  The rejection of this, except for the USFWS, doesn’t represent an adequate consideration of the evidence.

Luis – I interpret the remand order, makes a very strong recommendation, before the actual text of the order.  This statement, findings and conclusions.  Wone of the principle issues should cross at LeSueur or Belle Plaine, the commission will remand whether to cross at LeSueur or BP is preferable, the order says the Commission shall.. USFWS letter, and whether the ALJ wishes to … requests that the ALJ request the issue of which route is prefereable, a crossing at LeSueur or at Belle Plaine.  I think the ___ interprertation is they want to know as between the two which is the over head crossing.

Applicants – we agree that it is limited to an overhead crossing.

Luis – We’ll reconvene in Arlington, MN.  It’s a beautiful day, we next to a ballpark.

Mark Katzenmeyer – question for Mr. Lennon, double circuit, equipped for two 345kV lines?  

Lennon -For the segment between Cedar Mt. and Helena, near NP, the plan was to install a double circuit installation, double bundled.  

Katzenmeyer – what do we do when we do two?  

Lennon – because you’d need to establish 24 underground cables, one of the underground, process horizontal directional drilling, 4 36” diameter tubes under the river.  

Katzenmeyer - Is that then figured into this at this time.  

Lennon – that is figured into that cost, the underground would contribute both capacity.

October 4, 2010 – Arlington

State officials – MOES Ray Kirsch
From PUC have Mike Kaluzniak – role of PUC

Luis – Letter filed for PUC consideration after record was closed, when USFWS weighed in, also after Recommendation, so this was not in front of me.  Lescher’s Schedule 4, already marked and entered as Exhibit 163.  It’s also in the docket of case 08-1474.  Btw, this is 7-2500-20293-2.  Can search eDockets, asks for case number, 08-1474.

Moi – (again, No CapX is our position, this is not constructible, not feasible, transmission should not cross the Minnesota River Valley.

MOES – Karen Hammel.  Until all hearings were completed previously, MOES did not take a position on which was preferable.  After reviewing all the evidence in the record, MOES adopted the position that it should cross in Belle Plaine and use the Gibbon cross-over.  We’re here because the route did not get addressed with any detail in the earlier proceedings, we’re available for questions, and we look forward to hearing your comments this evening.
Luis – I decided that this matter should come to Sibley County for evidence because of the higher profile of this area now in the remand.  Gibbon landowners, they were not given notice, specific notice … and I wanted to make sure everyone got that notice and now at the remand hearing.

Hammel – OES did include this cross over route, Gibbon, in the DEIS, so those people would have had actual notice a while ago. It wasn’t on the table because no one was advocating for it.  This one, the blue one, is the one that the applicant provided testimony on.  The Gibbon, no one provided actual testimony, it wasn’t at issue.

Luis – so far there are only three people who signed. 

Kelly Baggenstass – 

Luis – He testified in Henderson and 

Kelly Baggenstass ? – I just have a few questions.  Number one, everyone on all these boards, the state, Xcel, energy things, do they know what they’re doing?  Do they have us here as fools?  Is this cut and dried.  I know you were here before, it went right past my place, and you didn’t approve of that. If the powerline goes in, who does it benefit?  It’s going to benefit that it will be the people in the cities, and no where does it say that the fish and birds are more important.  What are the power companies concerned with, do they care about us? (Arlington crossover).
We looked at this a long time last time because it was so tiny, I’ve only got 20 acres.

(sorry, missed some of this)

Vicki Wolter – 26365 – Luis – you have filed some prefiled testimony – no, I haven’t.  Must be confusing you with someone else. 

Luis – if you have written comments, through close of business 3 weeks from today, 10/18/10.

Vicki Wolter – has questions for today, such a short time that people on the alternate route were open with this change.  Confusion with how much in additional dollars is the alternate route going to cost in addition to the Myrick.  $15-20 million… then Scott Ek said it would be fairly equal, then to Dan, $4-20 million. We had a hard time gatherint information to prepare with these hearings. How many more homes would be affected by the Arlington route?  24.  There are 41 homes missing on a one mile stretch?  How many other homes along the corridor? This is like a punch in the gut to those of use on this alternate.  We understood it as the back-up plan, and when I spoke with you and Scott Ek, that you were never the “back up” and that the routes are equal, and we didn’t know, and the people are unaware, and but for a handful of residents going door to door, you wouldn’t have the people sitting here.  Belle Plaine I hope is busting with people, because they’re thinking maybe this was the plan all along, put it on the alternate route and no one will know about it.  I don’t know how that many people can be uninformed.
Lescher – the alternate route has always been an option.  We need two routes to decide which route to choose, as the record develops, we have to classify one as Preferred and one as an Alternate. The proceeding goes forward, the record is built, a lot of information  (missed some).  It concerns me about the homes we’re missing, I didn’t turn all the layers on. Look at those homes.

Luis – Look at the homes

Lesher – Section 26, Faxon Twp. If there’s that much inaccuracy here, how much is not correct elsewhere.  Route here is 1,000 feet.

Wolter – nobody received notice here, even though they feel impacted.  They have children going to the school (Scott Co. §12)

Lesher – Blakely Township.

Wolter – for a one mile stretch, these homes have 4-5 family members, 

Luis – do you know when data was assembled, with view that they’re may have been new growth?

Wolter – they have been there for 20 years, that’s been the case for 10 years or better.

Lesher – aerial photos, took in 2008.  Our main focus was the corridor, whatever we could “ground truth,” don’t go into private land, but we did the best job we could in that main corridor.

Questions about EMF emissions, did research, cancer relation, 2-4 milligauss.  I know it’s very controversial, obviously there are a lot of lawsuits, cancer studies, one of the first questions is do you live by a powerline?  You told me that directly under the line it’s 68.4 ….
Lesher – I don’t know that that was me…

Wolter – it’s in my notes… (missed some).  We have as many eagles as in LeSueur, we have an professional testifying tomorrow.  This letter from USFWS is speculation, they don’t know for a fact that this will cost more money, we know it will have impacts on people, we have to value human life more than the speculation that one eagle will be killed by the powerline.

Moi – EMF levels in four undergrounding specs in the beginning – look there for expected amperage levels and expected loading.

Kaluzniak – Preferred and Alternative – rules require at least two potential routes, but they don’t mandate that they call it “Preferred” but they must state their preference.  An “alternative” is something specified in the scoping process.

Mr. Baggenstass – talking about the Belle Plaine crossing, just exactly where is it in connection with the Belle Plaine Hw. 25 bridge
Mark Kuskee – Sworn – Public Exhibit 408 (20 pages long)   Photos, narrative of photo, eagle collision information, report on prevention, website from USFWS on eagle natural history and sensitivity to human activity (p. 10-13), Michigan college of university college of law, parts of 16 USC 669 a-d, World Book life of an eagle, letters to Editor from Belle Plaine Herald.  Admitted.  I live right along Hwo 25, and as I was hearing about this, the alternate route, really the preferred route is probably going to happen, must be a good reason and I didn’t pay a lot of attention to that, and I heard about that Fox Lake thing, there are eagles out here too, but when it comes down to it.  That’s just one of four issues.  Scenery, transportation or whatever, eagles and wildlife, costs and the people.  I think the people along this route are more important than any of these other things.  Bikers come along this, bicyclists, motorcycles.  I’m right here, just above the C in “County” where it says “Sibley County,” north of Hwy 6, section 33 of Faxon Twp.  I understand that there are these official easements.
Luis – Hwy. 6, is that above the river.  Affected by the recent floods.

Kuskee – if this decision is made on scenic, this is a scenic byway.  The picture I made a copy of, there’s a bald eagle in that picture, it’s in ny back deck, to the right of that is where the line would be, and to the left is the Minnesota River Valley.  A field of baled hay.  That bald eagle is flying right towards where that powerline would be.  When I’m working in the yard I see eagles all the time, hawks, raptors, and that’s why I emailed the CapX 2020 site to get information, and I’ve marked different passages (starting on p. 2), I would say that this research is lacking.  First parargraph talks about avoidable take of even one eagle.  The Belle Plaine also endangers eagles. If you’re really working on them, neither of them will go.  

Luis – letter indicates that they will not issue permit for LeSueur, and yet will issue it for Belle Plaine even though eagles will get killed there.  USFWS won’t cooperate with this proceeding, why they wrote it the way they did, and the Commission sent it back.  There’s a statute that federal personnel cannot be subpoenaed.

Kuskee – If they really care about eagles

Agrimonti – It’s much broader than that, it’s about disturbance.

Kuskee – collisions – if this is found to be substantial. We believe that the Minnesota River Valley is one of these places.  Where is the population study?  From what I’m hearing, from CapX and also from MOES, they’re saying that the modified preferred is not even a choice, that they shouldn’t be going over LeSueur.
Luis – It doesn’t cross over Buck’s Lake, and my report says something about both of those things, redrawn to go around Buck’s Lake, and the sewer ponds.

Kuskee – estimation of collision rates is difficult.  This is from USFWS.  The other thing is #5, current studies are not always meaningful.  They’re saying the numbers they’re coming up with are not meaningful.  Next page, point numbers from Olendorff and Lehman, 88 raptor collisions with utility lines in 21 years, 26 were with transmission lines, so did some math, and 26 in 21 years, 17%, divided by 21 years, one eagle every 5 years.  Once again what is the area, small county, if we’re talking one in five years, that doesn’t make a lot of sense.  When all else fails, manipulate the data.  The distance – what, are they a long ways apart?

Luis – I understand your point – they won’t be electrocuted.

Kuskee – they have good data, how many miles of transmission lines.  It talks about collision, doesn’t talk about area or number of years.
COUGHING FIT BREAK

Kuskee – the people are the most important, and more people are affected by the alternate route.  EMF studies say it’s harmful, and say it’s not.  We find later on in life what effects those things really have.

Vera Hahn – (wasn’t sworn) I’ve testified in Winthrop and Henderson.  This is the 7th meeting that I’m attending, and most of the time they’re opposed to this high voltage power line.  How many meetings have you had with the metropolitan people that you should conserve my powerline.  I put my blue light out in my yard and I’ve saved 20 dollars a year.  The most wasteful is Menards, WalMart, sports is the biggest waste of money.  You pay all this money to go, all this money to buy some food, all this money when you know someone is going to win and someone is going to lose… Are we not important out here?  My Dr. told me on Sept. 23 that people have more cancer under powerlines.  It’s modern technology and factory farms causing all this cancer.  I don’t have a TV.  A flick of a switch could feed thousands of animals in one minute, if the food produced by healthy, why do they go to co-ops.  How can you say that people who live in metro area are more important than people in rural area.  Money is the root of all evil.
Roger Just – 3827- 290th in Henderson.  I testified in Henderson.  After the Henderson hearing, my feeling was there was considerable opposition to the LeSueur and Belle Plaine.  In my mind after hearing the testimony was that that the Belle Plaine was not as desirable.  I talked to Craig Poorker, from GRE, after the meeting at Henderson.  I think there may be a cleaner crossing, upstream of LeSueur, and on December I googled a map with some pin points that indicated what I thought was a cleaner route. I didn’t know by signing in tonight if they had done anything with it, I talked to Craig and he didn’t think that anyone had done anything about.  I do this in the even that neither the alternate route or the primary route, if you reach an impasse, this is an alternative.  To a mile south west of Lake Prairie Produce, go over valley over gravel pits and such. 
Luis -  I know there’s a blue lake line, it runs to Nicollet County, crosses between St. .Peter and LeASueur. 

Just - There is considerale reason not to do Belle Plaine or LeSueur, this is a high area of the valley, it would be easier to cross.  I don’t know if anyone knows how deep you’d have to go to put it in.  it has the coordinates.
Luis – can you submit that in writing.  Exhibit 409, Mr. Just and his map.

Just – It’s a cleaner crossing, will be a better base for the powerline, it’s in an already ecologically disturbed area by gravel pit and landfill, engineering wise, there’s a projection out on to the river, a plateau, that’s what I’m proposing as a crossing, and it would be on bedrock rather than sloughs, what kind of ground do you have underneath it, there are places in, and other than that, I do have a question for him (Mark Katzenmeyer).

Darik Schultz – Blakely Twp. – I’d like to say I’m not directly affected by this powerline, and I’m not saying “not in my backyard.”  I’ve been following pretty much from the get go, in Henderson, and Arlington.  One question I have is are other utilities in your proposed corridor notified like landowners are notified?    Like the pipeline.
Lescher – they would not be on notification list themselves, but we constantly have interactions with utilities, they’re aware of our projects, and once a route is determined. 

Darik – wouldn’t existing utilities have the same concerns as another landowner if your corridor would cross it – don’t they have the same rights of landowners?

Lescher – they don’t have the same rights as landowners if they have an easement.  Most of the time our easement goes hand in hand with our easement.

Darik – I did call Koch pipeline utility, and talked to their PR person regarding 411 notify before you dig, and she said she would check into what the engineers had hear, and she knew nothing about it, and she was very interested in what was going on and was concerned that something of this magnitude was happening in their corridor.

Lescher – I guess all I would say is there are many easements that exist on private property, a location is not determined, a route is not determined, proximity to a pipeline is not determined. 

Schultz – at one of the previous meetings, I mentioned the pipeline, and one of the utilities said that they don’t want to run in proximity to other utilities because of service issues, but it makes more sense to me to shut down one utility.  Why is it OK to cross or parallel a pipeline if they don’t want to cross a powerline?

Lescher – there is a distribution at 25, and at crossing, there is a 69kV xmsn owned and operated by GRE.

Schultz – why can you cross another utility’s corridor and not be concerned about mainentnace, but you don’t want to cross your own?

Lennon – There are federal regulations, loosly state, when you have two xmsn lines they cannot be parallel for more than half a mile, so if some storm occurs you would take them both out.

Schultz – USFWS, they aren’t here, we can’t question them.  When I looked at maps for Belle Plaine and LeSueur, these are more detailed, looks like they’re disrupting less using LeSueur than Belle Plaine.  I live in Blakely Twp., and I’ve viewed at least half a dozen eagles in a field across from me, which would be affected by the Belle Plaine twp.  Eagles are just as succeptable in Belle Plaine Twp, they should have to back up their statements.  How can their one survey, which probably didn’t have the proper information to back it up, especially when now we’re going to impact a natural area that doesn’t have the impact that areas like the LeSueur has, it wouldn’t impact a natural area as much because it’s a more natural area.  One other point, the thing the federal gov’t should look at, why have two separate types of utilities in that close proximity, why give them the option to take out two utilities with one bomb.
Kevin Fahey – First thing, all the statements, his really made a lot of sense, I hope people pay a lot of attention. Is this the map that everyone was sent, the notice?

Lescher – yes.

Fahey – it’s confusing, this is what the gas pipeline showed me, they sent me that right away so I knew exactly right where it was going.  Address 30286 State Hwy 25.  I’m in the hot zone.  GRE doesn’t care about that because they really don’t know me.  (marks map with green)

238 feet.  That was misleading there, sending that, until I calledfor this,they sent it to me, most other people didn’t call.  From the get go it was misleading.  I don’t think it’s fair that I get the pipeline and the powerline. The pipeline is diagonally across my property, about 400 feet.  You are one of thse who will have both.  

Luis – we have a lot of testimony about that in Scott County.

Fahey – It’s not fair to me, or my family.  My feelings are that if they’re coming through, I don’t want to live there anymore.  I’ve been there 23 years, I don’t want to move, I planted 2500 trees, and it’s not fair to me.  EMF, we don’t have information on that, we don’t have causts.

Lennon – magnetic field fluctuates every day, season to season.  Xmsn planners project certain times.  We calculate the magnificate fields, it’s in the Certificate of Need

Moi – misrepresentation of EMF
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Luis – this is beyond the scope.  Raise it in your exceptions, in your brief
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