October 5, 2010 – Belle Plaine
Luis – opening afternoon hearing, background
Issued report, made recommendations, were adopted as modified

CHsegment
7-2500- -2

(the maps, photos, enlarged, are Exhibits 165 & 166 – we don’t have those)

Comment period  - by October 18, 2010, postmarked or received on October 18, 2010.

Dr. Shane Marker,DVM – Speaking for Wayne Koep – Wayne milks 120 cows, my expertise is in health, stray voltage related to the transmission line.  I’m currently involved in a stray voltage with another client, with this client, he’s finding that the stray voltage he has creates side effects, particularly after they calve.  His farm is next to a distribution line, the line we’re talking about is a transmission line.  Had to do a crash course, what I’m concerned about is the EMF.  One, research that cattle, particularly ruminantes, orient themselves with relation to EMF. Normally they orient themselves NS polarity, and EMF disrupts that orientation.  Another thing I’m concerned about, they act, they capacity certain electrical grids on the fields.  My client has a dairy barn, can house 120 cows, with rebar grids, and it acts like a transformer, and any electrical structure.  

Luis – the issue of EMF was a large topic last night, and I said the same thing there that the commission has already decided the EMF issue in this docket, it’s not before me.  There is a debate about that.  The issue I would think would be common, to whether it crossover, where ever there are these farms, particularly dairy animals, particularly … they exist anywhere we put one.  The Commission will aready have its information.  Keep that in mind. I ask you to make your remarks brief.  If you have any remarks with regard to your.  Order in remanding, keep it narrow.  

Marker - Two issues, a client concerned about health and well being of cows, and second, eagles.  I think there’s a decision on which one is more important.

Luis – there’s concern about animals, and what about the health of humans.  When they send it back.

Marker – I’m representing my client, his concern is his animals.  What I see with these animals is stress, to the point where they die.  I think that is a very big concern.  There aren’t that many dairies in this area, within that. Dairy cattle are confined, restricted to where they can be, they can be contained in that source of electricity.  I did work for DNR before I became a vet. What USFWS and DNR does, it doesn’t pertain to the general public, andI have 

MOI – recommended he look at EMF tables and May 13, 2010 letter with ampacity expectations.

Glenn Schultz – (has written   Blakely Twp, section 14 & 23 

Has airport on property, approach 1/3 mile from powerline

Kevin O’Brien – address 112 Elmrose Circle, Belle Plaine 56011

How close is that line coming to Belle Plaine football field?

Lesher – ½ mile from ball field (marking it “school” in black pen)

Kevin O’Brien – you’re talking about powerlines affecting dairy, how does that affect children?

Lesher – EMF has been studied for the better part of 30 years.  As far as utility’s perspective, we’ve reviewed health organizations, and we believe there is no association of EMF with health impacts.  We had expert witness Dr. Valberg.
O’Brien – I feel it’s coming too close to the limits of Belle Plaine, there’s going to be residential built there in the near future.  There’s a better location overhead.  Is any of it buried?

Lesher – as far as utility proposes, this is all going to be overhead line.

O’Brien – I don’t know how this is going to affect dairy, they had a problem in Green Isle, ended up paying quite a high fine.  

Lesher – I don’t know anything about it.

O’Brien – look it up!

Luis – after break to speak:

Judy Theis

Jesse Theis (Stoppleman Address)

Esther Stoppelman on Stoppleman

Kevin Fahey – who was in Arlington

Sarah Leonard

After break –
Gary Steinhagen – (sworn) live on dairy farm, powerline will be right outside of my home  25101 German Road, 

Luis – as in French

Steinhagen – I’m Polish.

Luis – to N and W of number 23, Blakely Twp., 

Steinhagen – I bought this farm from Glenn Schultz, Shane already talked about EMF and our animals.  I have a lot of pride, time, commitment in my farm, it’s basically just a dairy farm.  They’re big and are not conducive to anything else.  His dairy farm, it is any more important than any in LeSueur, that’s now what we’re debating, it shouldn’t be by any farm.  Regardless where it goes, it has to be not within ½ a mile of a dairy farm.  That line will be less than 300 feet from my dairy barn, to the north.  I’m not sure where they’re going to put it.. Worst scenario, 

Lesher – in that corner, it’s 1,000 feet wide.

Steinhagen – that’s too close, it should be half a mile away

Luis – that looks like it’s a section away from you  Where aer you, you are in fact within the brown and blue striping
Steinhagen – I’m on school board, and quite frankly, I don’t believe what Mr. Lesher says about being that close to the school. A lot of people aren’t going to believe that it’s safe.  What happens is that with open enrollment, 150-200 kids will open enroll to another school.  Say we lost 50 students, we’ll  lose at least $300,000, that’s essentially 6 teachers, and it effects all the kids that are left in our district.  It’s not that easy to say it won’t effect our students, it will have financial consequences far beyond what they’re trying to let on.  Our superintendent will come and speak later, and I’m concerned about future growth and we’ll lose the growth we havce.
Luis – a person approached me, and indicated that the site of the HS that hasn’t been built yet, may be built some day, that’s the plan. Belle Plaine, wouldn’t be “Scott West?” Indicate the territory where the plan, if it comes to pass, will be the site of the HS?  

Agrimonti – hand mike to Lennon

Lennon – refresh people’s memories, sources of magnetic fields.

Steinhagen – people aren’t going to believe you, your most precious commodity is your children.  People will not believe you, I can guarantee it, because I may do it myself.  We’ll lose children, we’ll lose funding

Kevin Fahey – what he said about cell phones, TVs, microwaves, people choose to use them, they have no choice in these powerlines, they have no say in the matter.

Lennon – my point was that powerlines are not the only source of magnetic fields.

\

Exhibit 520 – p. 1

Exhibit 521 – p. 1

Exhibit 522 p 6

Exhibit 523 p. 6 & 8

Jamie Schrenzel – 

Luis - Ms. Schrenzel did file letters and comments regarding the Departments point of view.  I did go over what you filed.

Schrenzel – to explain the rules that each of us have today.  My nam is JS, MN Dept of Natural Resources, Lisa Gelvin-Innvaer, and we are available for questions as agreed.
National heritage Information System, best resource – rare species, can produce reports for those who request that request them, in a project area, process in the DNR to enter data into the database. Has some non-public sta that I can speak to, Lisa Gelvin is the specialist,I encourage beneral data

Lisa Gelvin has unverified data, hsan’t been entered into the database yet.

Agrimonti – November 30 letter, 2009
Alternative crossings with crossover – you were referring to the Belle Plaine crossing

Schrenzel – blue line – 

Agri what did you mean would be the most protective of the Minnesota River

Schrenz – we were at that time concerned with heron rookery, Buck’s lake, and now the route has been adjusted to follow the south side of Buck’s lake. The reason that comment was made was because of Buck’s Lake.

Agri – the alignment now obvioates that differentiation, 

Schrenzel – if the route islocated there.  I believe the larger permitted area, there’s the proposed detailed route, proposed alignment would alievate that concern for the DNR, but we defer to USFWS.

Agri – defer, what do you mean

Schrenzel – USFWS has jurisdiction over eagles and the DNR does not.  When I give an opinion aout eagles it sis from the point of view that USFWS has permitting authority and DNR has no permitting authority

Agrimonti – two cross over segments, does DNR have any position over what would be preferable

Schrenzel -0 the DNR encouraged in formal comments that the EIS contain various routes that provide a cross over to BP area, and that was because of concern about Buck’s Lake area, and two crossings have been provided here.  We asked that a crossing be incouded in the EIS, it is to the east of public waters, and the MOES has considered a variety of impacts

Agrimoni  - public awaters

Sch - The crossing to the west, that would require some more licenses to cross to the DNR, however that other route crosses ome MN County biological survey sites.

Agri – coud DNR work with the applicant, 

Sch –  I can’t speak to whether these permits could be issued.

Agri – do you see any impediments to permits?

Sch =- I don’t see any regarding information we currently have.

Can you identify any impacts

“regarding information we currently have” – is there any information you would need?

Clarify – the Gibbon, to west, that requires licenses to cross

Other route crosses MN County biological

Ek – don’t have it right in front of me, yes, we do indicate MCBS sites and talk about them in text, and show the wetlands that would be NW of Gibbon.
+++++++++

Rep. David Bly – Northfield, Rep. for 25B and area between Northfield and Belle Plain. Been here before?  Yes.  Not a stranger to BP. Sworn.

Thanks for careful consideration on this issue. I’m here because I’ve beencontacted by numerous constituents and those along the siting of the powerline.  This is a lifechanging even for citizens who live in the shadow and they’re very concerned about where the line will end up.  They have shared and looked at documents.  I’m not saying LeSueur is better choice than Belle Plaine.  In their minds it was inclusive regarding eagle nests and other environmental concerns.  Other concerns too, proximity to school.  If it’s inconclusive, if it’s not clear that Belle Plaine is better, wy are we not looking at the impacts.  I’m not saying that one is better than the other, what I’ve hard fromthem, what they want to see is how one site is another, want to see that it is very clear. Many people have expressed to me that they would rather see that it not cross the river at all and find some other way to meet theneeds.

Luis – I’ve been trying to keep this as narrow as possible, I have allowed people to spell
Stoppelmanroad-thiscluster of houses where19 is, don’t have Blakely. 

The area where both crossings are, are both in 15A. I hear fromconstituentsall around that area,in part because they know I’m someone who would be willing to step forward on their behalf.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Lisa Gelvin – Innvaer – 

Survey, monitoring, habitat conservation

Priorities, triage, since the time that bald eagles are delisted, and are a state special concern, we have only 2 staff people, I was the onl one for 32 counties.  W give 

No longer actively surveying them, if we receive reports, and if we determine that they are knowledgeable, try to as time permits assess information

Entry of data to meet National Data Heritage Base

Doesn’t always 

Lisa  eagles nest – are they easy to identify among other bird nests?

Typically – because they often nest on cotton wood trees tend to be a little smaller, some can be the size of red tail hawk, but typically they are rather large nests, this time of year it can be difficult to see them, so it does take some experience, has to be done at the appropriate time.

Agri – distinguishing char – 

Lisa – can be 12 feetr across, can be 2 feet, they tend to have a conical base,very heavy sticks, they add on year to year, but what you’re looking for, you can see them in the off season, you want to see eagle activity.

Luis – in the vicinity, in this part of the Minnesota river, there have been eagles nesting in and onpowerpoles, have you ever seen that?  

Lisa – Osprey are known to do that, I have not seen that in my experience.

++++++++++++++++++

Esther Stoppelmann – sworn – 22780 Stoppelmann Blvd. (goes to map)  Ilive on Stoppelmann blvd, we’re right on the top of the river valley overlooking the river valley, we see eagles quite often, we have an open spring, there’s a yellow dot there, we’re overlooking a field, photo on the record. Pictures, yup, Stoppelman is a narrow area, our property runs from Scott Co Rd 6 along the river bottom, that’s the River Road.  This powerline would run the complete length of our farm.  There are 15 houses along this area that are going to be affected.  Other photos of our property, it would run right through our crop line. 

What kind of valuation of my property would I get, and 

Luis – it’s outside the scope of this proceeding.

Lesher – Ms. Stoppelman, it’s nice to meet you.  In Minnesota, we have what’s called “Buy the Farm” and we would havet o purchase that property.  It would be based on the fair market value of the property at the moment we knocked at your door.  Some properties, I would caution, there are some commercial or industrial properties that fall outside the scope of Buy the Farm. 

Stoppelmann - If Belle Plaine would annex the property up to Stoppelman, who is going to want to buy a house.  (mentioned Annexation agreement?)  Also Indian mounds, burial grounds.
Lesher – anything that’s been already discovere, and it’s in a data base, by a river valley it would be a high area of probability that there would be some sort of state historical preservation office involvement, where poles are located we would obiously have to take that into account.

Luis – I’ll take judicial notice that in general native Americans have been living in the valley for centuries.

Stoppelmann – there’s a powerline, back in December 2008, there was something written that they didn’t want to put a powerline next to the eagles. There is a large KV line, they didn’t want it there. Line in same area.

Luis – and that is gone into in detail, I was straying a little there.

Lesher – in response, the final design has not been determined, if BP is crossing that PUC agreed upon, there’s going to be a lot of work, with Fish and Wildlife, RoW width, hillside slope exposure, when you place multiple lines on one structure, you have multiple levels of conductors, and you create essentially a net of conductors.  Maybe flatten it out on one plane.  We have concerns about placing multiple conductors on one plane.  That has not been determined yet.

Judy Tice – sworn – 23675 Stoppelman Blvd.  We’ve only lived at this place for 5 years, were forced out be eminent domain for a school in Shakopee.  We have a beautiful farm, (specifics).  If you put the poewrline on our bluff, you’ll destroy the trees.  The bluff is about 75 feet high, the lines if there… Speaking to the woman in LeSueur that “Belle Plaine was a no-brainer.” Has she looked. .. I say go back to the drawing board, because Belle Plaine has just as many problems as the LeSueur route.  I brought pictures of Stopplemann Blvd., our house sits behind the tree, hsowing the open land here, the terrain of the bluff and hundred year old trees on the bluff.

Luis – pictures you described, the trees if they were removed.  PUBLIC EXHIBIT 411.
Theresa Ruhland – can come back this evening.

Kevin Fahey – when you came into town, did you check out the beautiful valley?  (was sworn yesterday)

Luis – this is the Valley View

Kevin – no powerlines yet.  There’s a humming noise constantly.  It’s 69kV, he lives right near it, it’s in Faxon Twp., in Sibley across the river from BellePlaine.  All that noise, I don’t feel I should have to live with that all my life. Direct TV, I called them today and talked to Melvin, and he said powerlines will definitely affect satellite TV if they’re in the path? Are they going to bury a line for me because I can’t get it anymore?

Lescher – The risk of interference of our line with Direct TV is very minimal, one time is if the actual pole itself is blocking, it may happen.  I am the easement agent and I would negotiate with you and make sure we don’t interfere with your signal.  We would make sure you’re not in any worse shape.  If it’s a line of site for internet, that could happen too. It would be a matter of moving your dish.  

Kevin – I called Daryl, supervisor of engineering dept., about underground. He said, it’s very expensive, and they have to install voltage regulators, and the underground system needs a backup, and it’s so costly they don’t want to do it.  Talking about cost.  He said those voltage regulators are very spendy to put in the ground.  

Lesher – there’s probably not more than a few of these lines that would not affect other utilities.  There’s a lot of information about the size of distribution, terrain, soils, all sorts of factors that could affect the cost of burying lines.  We’ll work with MN valley to do whatever needs to be odne, to make sure our lines and theirs coexist.

Fahey – I brought up some of this.  Publix Exhibit 412.  We’ve got a corrosion dept. at Centerpoint.  Inductive, Conductive, Capacitive.  The amount of interference at your home is related to the proximity, the height and width of poles.  AC can cause adverse problems in milk production or growth, but he says “it don’t harm children.”  I talked with a woman in St. Cloud who says the hair raises up on her arms, but they say, it doesn’t hurt children.  This came from Kevin Klingel, the Corrosion Dept.  Got to Hwy 90, 91, cleans the ditches with my family, I’d have to be walking with my family through the ditches, and I’ve decided I’m going to quit doing that after 19 years.  This isn’t just about me, it’s about the entire community.  After the two miles I adopted, on Hwy 25, the Boy Scouts have the next two miles, and the Belle Plaine school has the others.  I don’t think Dan would want his kids to clean the ditches there, it takes 8 hours, I don’t think it’s a good thing.  The new 212 bypass, it’s all about timing.

Sarah Leonard & Wayne Koep -  Their farm, provides income, helps us grow as individuals. Home to 375 cows, calves and steers, high quality milk, three generations of farming.  I thas been concluded that the lives of a few eagles have priority of eagles.  On our farm we spot bald eagles, especially in the winter.  Placement of this powerline will forever effect our farm.  The cows will experience a small shock or tingle.  This can impact stress, influence behavior, reduced intake and production is a symptom.  Stray voltage alters animal behavior, quality of milk produced.  Will limit our ability to continue long term with our dairy farm.  Consider the children who this will put in danger.  The best option is not to use this alternate in Belle Plaine.  Please remember the impacts this powerline will have on me, etc…
Luis – questions – who owns hog farm you mentioned?

Leonard – Mark and Deb Koep].

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Evening session – Belle Plaine

Introductions

MOES – “he did not have the benefit of the information in the USFWS letter” – crossover route – Gibbon Route (check EIS)

Public Exhibit 413 – clean copy of testimony/written data from Glenn Schultz.

Dallas Giles – parents live on stoppelman, 23990 Stoppelman blvd  (at map, circle, initials of landowner.  First, discuss timing of June 10 letter.  Short time frame for letter that came out after public comment to letter from Federal agency that had time to come up with the comment.  Highlight, directly related to data that USFWS provided as well as June 10 letter.   December 2008, indicated that LeSueur crossing would be better.  Following letters failed to resolve issues raised, follow up letter did not reconcile as we understand it.  As late as June 8, they recognized that field technical staff knew about (gave description of nest), and were eager to make recommendation despite evidenct.  I want to highlight federal definition, “practicble” capable of being done, cost to remedy in light of resources, consistent with project.  At that time, 3 in Belle Plaine, 5 in LeSueur, some in corridor, some 2200 feet away.  Other information people have brought to our attention.  Back to definition, talk about cost.  I’m not sure if proponent resources are CapX, Xcel, GRE or cost to disturb different households, but when I think of costs, it will cost more to go through Belle Plaine site.  Both sites have costs.  A “take” of an eagle is if a single eagle is taken, and based on that determination and other factors that go into environmental impact, that should be weighed as equal impact.  Requests from private citizens, they did put up a website.  We asked for the number of site hours, the numbers that they weighed this decision on.  We received a number of emails and copies of their letters.  What was in their emails, primarily supporting that it shouldn’t be in LeSueur, from an individual.  For Belle Plaine, it was mostly inquiry to others.  After that date, they asked for more information from citizens, looking for more information. 
Ex.414 A-H  – USFWS web site stuff

Kevin Fahey – corrosion between pipeline and electric.  If there’s an incident at it, I’m on it, I’ll be on top of it, I know what’s going on.  If poles go on my property… for people impacted by a line, we will go home and we will be unhappy, really sad, isn’t it.

Nancy Giles – 123990 Stoppelmann Blvd. – sworn – house on 11 acres on Stoppelman, have lived here since we built in 1991.  If CapX is built it will come on our property.  To accommodate the structures, much of the trees will be cut.  It will turn in the middle of the yard… eagles in the sewage treatment plant in Belle Plaine.  What is frustrating, the USFWS put up a website.  As late as August 18  

Tim Lies – 131 So Chestnut, Belle Plaine, Mayor of Belle Plaine, also sit on board of Friends of Minnesota Valley, environmental advocacy group, and have some environmental background as well.  As Mayor, resolution city council passed on April 27, 2009, to read it into record.  My record in the previous case included this resolution.    

Exhibit 415 - Belle Plaine Resolution 09-039 Proposing an Alternate Route (get copy)
Note, the council resolution does NOT say we prefer the LeSueur crossing.  It seems to me that the companies that stand to profit from the powerline should bear the costs and expenses of the crossing, not the eagles, not the people of the river valley.

Mike Krieger – Green Isle 2098 341st Avenue – asked to come because of an article I wrote a couple of weeks ago, because I used to work for the USFWS.

Luis – part of long document (entered by Victoria), there’s the Arlington cross over and Gibbon.
Krieger – first, wrote some notes, I’m up in Fergus Falls working.  Wne I first started with CapX I looked on line and saw the alternate route and got concerned, but then I was driving up and saw the “Save Buck’s Lake” signs and though Oh, Oh.  Then I met with my friend ___ Swenson, mayor of Henderson.  I came home two weeks ago, a friend was killed in an accident, and they get the Belle Plaine paper and I saw the comment there about the USFWS locating the alternate route, they put that in the paper.  I was asked to come here.  USFWS did not work in Sibley County, working with them, they started restoring, feeding and resting area, acquire land through two parts of Mud Lakes, their area is just a treasure in a highly agricultural area.  I worked for several years with the USFWS and I just cannot believe they would do this.  The Silver Lake area is 1500 areas just south of us, Washington and Jessenland Twp, USFWS purchased some land just south of that.  Sheet 23 (see map 162C) 1500 acres, DNR is using as a holding pond, why we have an abundance of eagles and birds of prey.  “migrate” back and forth.
 Called Tony Sullins, he has never been to Buck’s Lake, has no knowledge of all the restoration, no knowledge of the wildlife areas
His decision between the routes, it was a wash, it was made from Buck’s Lake open year round and the eagles are staying there to feed.  His ideas were from concerned citizens and the DNR remarks.  I believe the DNR was influenced by citizens organizations, that’s just my opinion.

Lesher – this is not unusual to any routing proceeding, ultimately it’s the PUC’s position to decide.

Joell Bahr – sworn 25100 Meridian Circle  powerline will travel approximately 100 feet from my current home.

Vicki Wolters – Exhibit 416 – Petition - not a direct hit.  I’ve gone door to door, most of these people were vaguely aware or unaware, notice was sent to only people within the corridor and they got no notice whatsoever.  Last evening you had to draw Hwy 25, so how are people supposed to know where they are.  I had to request notice.  I got mine on Sept. 22, and it was dated September 10th. Belle Plaine airport. This is not on the map.  Open water all year long – we have open water here.  Sullins, when asked about how he’d feel about having a powerline ½ mile from him, he said “I hate them, I can’t imagine how horrible you feel.”  Eagles, huge migrations of trumpeter swans. (missed some while I’m looking up airports)  I’ve never seen an eagle until I moved to Belle Plaine.
Scenic easement at 169 and German Road, located on east side of German Road almost at the intersection

Point out where airport is

Lennon – costs – there’s been some discussion within MISO, for projects that provide some regional benefit, this has been provided in testimony and various locations are under discussion, the cost of this project does not just get passed on to Minnesota Ratepayer.

Seykora – scenic easement.  Exhibt 166, section 14 of Blakely Township, there is scenic easement along Hwy 169, east of intersection with German Road, Hwy 53, extends about 1500 feet along 169 heading toward city of Belle Plaine.   Easement is approximately 700 feet.

Wolters – email from Scott Ek , Exhibit ____.  I don’t know how you can consider Tony Sullin’s letter, our area would be impacted as much or more than other areas.  Even the Environmental Impact study, I don’t think those were in EIS.  “I think it’s a crying shame that anyone has to be affected by these powerlines.  Nobody should have their homes, their livelihood, their legacy destroyed.. no intention of moving or selling, we don’t want anyone to suffer this, including the LeSueur, by Ms. Hennen that she can’t imagine the crossing in LeSueur when compared with the crossing in Belle Plaine was highly insulting.

Luis – break, 10 minutes, 175 people here

Ms. Fahey – in front of house, 280 feet from house, another issue, knows a family who lives in St. Cloud, Primus, their entire family has been sick, 4 miscarriages, the living children have fibroid problems, their doctor said no one will commit to this because powerlines affect everyone differently, but they should moves as soon as possibly.  There’s a foster home very close to our home, we also have these acrobatic airplanes, that is their pattern we wave at them, the airport Vicki mentioned, small aircrafts, they keep their planes in the airport and fly all over, not antique, hobby thing for these guys.

Maria Tracy – sworn.  As a direct hit to the powerlines, I’m listening how close it could come to my front door, it could be right outside my front door.  Section 28, Faxon Twp, it’ll be right on top of me.  I want to make a statement about being in the direct hit community, if I had not been at my chiropractor, I would not have known.  As far as the information, you failed miserably.  As I gathered signatures, at least 60% did not know about this.  I’m not sure how to state this because I’m almost embarrassed that we’re talking about eagles, and we’re not talking about people, I find it impossible that we’re fighting the impacts of eagles, the costs, and we’re not talking about impacts on people, and it’s injustice. (missed some)

Luis – Allude to Ms. Wolter, there’s like 41 homes missed in this corridor area, I asked if this was brand new, and she said homes had been there for 20 years, there aren’t enough dots along Hwy 25?  Do you want me to spend some time to mark all 41 of them.  Take advantage of the public comment period and let us know.

Lyle Wiste – Gaylord – sworn – I’m not one for public speaking.  Those who prefer Gibbon, I feel backed into a corner.  Dryden township, Sibley County, 

Lesher – 1,00 feet, it’s at a state highway.  

Wiste – 8 acres, some is right up against the border of the 1,000 foot wide corridor.  I feel backed into a corner, the original route, along with the new Gibbon route, goes directly north, then it oes to east, and gets a second shot in me.  This not a “not in my backyard.”  It’s not in my front yard and not in my side yard. (missed some)  If I had known this was “Option B” and not “alternate” I would have been.  I did a survey, and 100% of respondents said not anywhere near me.  Roscoe, my rat terrier, had no opinion.  It’s on a tar road,
Maybe the company can buy them and put their top people in.  I certainly questions the statistics concerning eagles and EMF.  Purchase for a fair price… I would have been involved in this a lot earlier

Quoted today’s Dilbert:
[image: image1.png]



Kurt and Norma Mueller – I’m going to write in

Sherri Prokosh – section 27… we got no notice.  Your home place appears out of the corridor.  We farm here, he’s a Prokosh,
Luis -  in initial powerline hearing, there was a big list, we learned about it.

Hammel – Exhibit 46,notice of publichearing.

Prokosh – yes, but we didn’t get anything earlier.

Terry Bissonette - ??? Nope didn’t ask to speak.

Peggy Karp & Kevin Karp – 21806 – 351st Ave.  Sworn. That map is so evasive.  When we got the map in June, you can’t see where Washington Lake township.  We weren’t notified well enough to be able to do anything about this before it got this far.  We have trumpeter swans, we have eagles, we have “lakeshore property” with binoculars to Silver Lake?

Luis – was notice to those near or just within corridor.

Hammel – initial near the route, for this proceeding, to those within the route corridor.

Agrimonti – (all about notices) notices sent.


Ek – also explain, start out the whole process, applicant sends notice out to all the routes within that area, notice asks public to sign up for notices if they want additional notice.  So we do have an exhaustive list.

Moi – winnowing of list?

Ek – no, we don’t whittel down.  It starts as the project contact list, and it just gets bigger and bigger.

Jim Koonst – own Stier bus company.  Our communication tower is located approximately 200 feet from the powerline.  Another neighbor is a hog farmer, and we see eagles eating at his hog pile, and we’ve even had carcasses at our farm.  Tony Sullin’s letter.  As you move forward to make these decisions, I hope you take this into consideration.  He wrotes a letter and creates this, and it’s his testimony I question, it sounds like there’s a lot of loopholes.

Mark Koep – sworn – Blakely section 14.   I’m a hog farmer across the road.  What I have, I’ve been feeding eagles for 10 years, and when I see the letter Mr. Sullins wrote, it’s awful, I’ve got pictures of eagles, 10 eagles on my farm, eating off a dead pig.  It doesn’t make much sense that … I run a large hog farm, I spent millions, I don’t see how they can say to put that next to my farm.  I run 20,000 pigs a year, and how is that going to affect me.  I can’t see putting this on the only farms in Blakely Twp, in the crash of ’88, only 15 of us survived, I don’t know if I’ll consult this.  …I work for a feed business, someone comes up and says “I’ve got 4 cardinals,” “I’vegot 3chickadees,” and I say “I’ve got 20 eagles.” It’s not so funny any more.  An eagle’s going to affect my life.  Pictures – the old one there’s nothing to it.  The new one, there’s 5,000 hogs, a grain set up.   Goes over my mother’s place.  

Luis – Dairy farmers, Koeps

Koep – There’s as many Koeps as there are eagles.

Luis – are you all related?

Koep – Yes.

Luis – Exhibit 420 photos. There’s three sets of pictures in here.  420 A – eagle perching in tree and eagle on horizon.  420B – eagle on horizon, to be joined by 7 other eagles and on other side, one about to land on ground.  420C – flight of 5 birds that appear to be eagles, and on other side, single eagle coming in to land.

Koep – you’re going 10 miles farther, and it’s going to cost $5 million more, how.

Lennon – the difference is about 2 miles, and actually it’s $3millon, $165 million to $168 million.

Koep – how about the farms and houses that you’re going to be over. 

Lennon – for estimating purposes you need to assume that the valuation is essentially equivalent.

Koep – that’s wrong.
Maria Tracy – question for Mr. Koep – from point of reference, this is not a one time event?  Not one time

Koep – my brother is sitting right here, he’s had them land in his cow barn.  I’m gonna tell you too,, they don’t only eat fish, they eat dead pigs too.

Luis – this series of pictures, how far apart in time?  

Koep - Some the same day.  8-10 years ago.
Luis – what direction from your farmstead?

Koep – east, that’s the field that the eagles were in.

Luis – this picture, there are many many buildings, in much better condition than it was before.

Marilyn James – (she left)

John Lambrecht – 23320 Stoppelman Blvd.  – Sworn – I live on Stoppelmann Blvd.  They told me the little dot, I’m 3-500 feet from the line, that’s incorrect.  Many homes are inaccurately marked on the maps.

Luis – you understand this is 500 feet 

Lambrecht -  I’ve been hunting out there for about 18 years, you can always count on seeing a golden eagle or bald eagle, I used to get excited, and get the wife and kids, a friend saw a flock of turkeys and a golden eagle swooped overhead…  The dots are way off.  Down by the sewage ponds, there were 4 bald eagles a few months ago. Where are these sewage ponds. Scott Co.  There’s always golden eagles and bald eagles.

Kelly Smith – sworn – thank you for taking an inordinate amount of time over the past few days and past few months.  I’m Kelly Smith, Superintendent of BP schools, I sent a letter in August.

Luis – I got your letter and I read it I (shows letter later).

Smith – proximity to Crest Elementary, our new school, .4-.5 mile away.  We also own adjacent land next to Oak Crest elementary.  In 2004, Belle Plaine we did a study, matches study by Met Council, in 2000 BP was roughly 3780 residents, 2010 , in 2020 8,300, 2030 10,800.
Luis – earlier proceeding there was a gentleman named Ed Townsend, that the vision was to grow to school and beyond, and here’s the powerline   That is not a final plan?

Smith – No, this current year we grew by 50 students, it has slowed.  I lived in Red Wing for 3 years, and the eagles there were smart enough to live among a power plant and power lines. (Luis - Mounds Park is a bluff over St. Paul) Further validate the data that USFWS has used to make their recommendation in this process, and consider the residential and growth to .  I’mnot here to debate the safety of powerlines, but there is a perceived safety impact.

Luis – if you have a copy of that letter for the record.

Edna Weiers – I prefer not to speak.

Theresa Ruhland – I appreciate the chance to speak again tonight.  875 W 280th Street, New Prague.  As you know I need to read this.   (She has copy) I would like to explain what it has been like, to be involved in this project. From the beginning, work group sessions, original workgroup sessions, I was the designated family member.  I had designated cemeteries, wetlands, our neighbor’s fireworks factory, feedlots… I was shocked to find that they did not avoid the fireworks factory, the feedlot, they put it on a common connected segment, and did not identify two separate routes.  Certificate of Need hearings were happening, I offered to serve on a Citizens Advisory Task Force, I attended the EIS information meetings, I reviewed the DEIS and EIS, and there was no need to avoid the RES factory, … when they were finally convinced that the Institute of _____, the made what is called an alignment change, power poles in the middle of every single field, growing our crops, tending our animals, nobody should have to bear this extreme intrusion.  With the existing 345kVline to the east of us, we would be encircled.  Since 2009, the powerline has consumed my life.  New Prague was cancelled because of a blizzard and I went to Lakeville, and I went to New Prague.  The powerline issue has consumed my life.  When driving and seeing a multitude of powerlines is a gutwrenching.  Siting preferred and alternate lines together is something we should not have eto endure. Judge Luis I ask that you receive this testimony and avoid the route that will destroy our farm.
Luis – put it on the map.  Fabor Avenue in Scott County, and in

Duane Kamrath – I’m going to say some observations.  I want to comment on the last speaker, but the one where she said that no one should have to endure this, none of us, Belle Plaine or LeSueur, none of us should have to endure this.  Our Value, and I asked these there that represent our Public Utilities Commission, and Scott Ek and Ms. Hammel, to take this back that no one should have to endure this.  This is not what it’s about.  It’s not about, many of you complain tonight that you got into this very late.  I got into this very early, and I’ve changed my thinking as I’ve gone along, because this is important.  We should be all together in LeSueur and Belle Plaine to preserve our lives, the eagles lives, our environment, the beauty we have in southern Minnesota.  So we shouldn’t just take this and let it be shoved down our throats.  175 people here tonight.  And I brought with me, inmy folder, and shared this, this is what we’ve gont through in LeSueur before.  I’ve got a Petition with 70 names.  My home is on the point across from the Jolly Green Giant, 169 is off my back deck, the most beautiful spot in LeSueur County.  And I didn’t in the additional get go, and I don’t wish that on my neighbors, and we shouldn’t pit one neighbor against another.  I hope that maybe there’s a questions, to one of you four.  Is there any chance that this.. I know the grant of Need was seen in 2008, we’ve also seen the use of energy be reduced, maybe this needs to be looked at again?  Is there any way this can be rescinded, that we do not pass through this Minnesota Valley, unless an underground electrical wire and that cost was $400 million we heard, and the rest was $850 million, and if this is really worth that value to the electric company, it seems they would bear that cost and charge the people of Mpls the cost of what they want, bu tlet’s not pollute this Minnesota River Valley.  Do we have the power to rescind this. 

Luis - The people who challenged     Now wether or not the Commission wants to do something and roll that back, they will roll that back.  There was no appeal taken from the Court of Appeals decision.
Kamrath – I attended both of the meetings in St. Paul, represents all of us, decided in its wisdom at that point to approve this whole thing, from South Dakota to Hampton, except this thing, it appears this is not a done deal.  

Luis – the CoN is different, we’re in a routing proceeding.    Certificate of Need is final.  Legally the challenges to this have expired.  This is a routing case,  and there’s a wholeprocess..  If they decide to modify it they can reject it, senf it back again, it goes through court of appeals, MN Supreme Court.  

Kamrath – I think we need to keep on this and let’s not say it’s a done deal, let’s not say it’s a done deal, that’s what NoCapx is about.

Jesse Tice – Scott Ek, your opening comments, was that he recommended now the Belle Plaine crossing. He along with Dan indicated that there are a number of developments that occurred since then.  A big part of it was the June 10 letter.  My question to you, given the statements you’ve heard that night, given the short time we’ve had to prepare, when that goes in the record, how much does that change your position, and Scott, 

Scott Ek – I didn’t even have an opening statement.  I did write the Brief recommending the Belle Plaine Crossing, as a recommendation, in part due to the USFWS letter, to answer your question about what would happen next, we wait for what the judge ends up preparing, we take a look at that all of the record, it’s almost a second process and things very well could change.

Tice – what was the necessity of making the statement at tonight’s hearing, the public comment period was closed, we’re here to respond, after the fact, after the public comment period was closed, and then you, Dan, are working at cementing that decision, that’s another example of the injustice of the process here.  I am a scientist by day, and when I look at the science that was put together on this website, a 5th grade science student would look at it and laugh.  We need good data, we need good decisions.  All I ask is for enough time to let that happen.

Luis – the comment period ends on the 18th.  I issued the report on April 22. USFWS had written someletters, they had not come down on a preference.  During the time that people could file and the Commission could file, occurred in July sometime, we believe we will not grant a take permit, that was the letter that was not actually in the record. There wre attempts made to voluntarily persuade people to move forward.  I’ll assign it the proper evidentiary weight.
Lesher – goingback to what you statedbefore.  We make that recommendation of the Belle Plaine crossing.  We spent years working with Fish and Wildlife. Prior o getting the Fish and Wildlifeletter,we had a number of communications from the DOT, the DNR,all thosefactorswentinto our decision forBelle Plaine. There are a lot ofstakeholders.  Allarevital to the record for Judge Luis

Tice – if USFWS if there is a real discussion, that that becomes unfounded, that June 10letter, how would that change your position.  

Lesher - It’s unlikely apermit at LeSueur would happen, that’s the facts we have. I don’t haveanything to suggest USFWS would change their mind.  It’snot the only thing, when we look at each piece individually, there are a number of factors, that lead us to our decision.  

Tice- it’s an incredible situation that we spent 2 years, and because deadlines were extended, allowing you more time to change your position, we’re going to have a powerline that, had everything been addressed according to plan, … in that case we’ve done our homework, and what we’ve done, it hs t be re considered

Moi – the May 13th filing, the USFWS was a response to that

Luis – if they issue a permit opposite what USFWS says, go ahead and build it whether you can build a permit or not, is there a $500 fine, or does the chairman of Xcel go to jail, I’m surethat the PUC, which is a semi-political body, they sit in a semi-legislative position, I can’t to that, I have to stick to the facts on the record, and I think the recommendation we had stuck to te facts on the record.  In the exception period, if I don’tcomedown on the side ofdoing it at LeSueur, etiehr way, you cantake exception to my report, you can bring an argument to theComission, including the practicality of doing this, even without a permit.  Please filecomments before the close of business.  Email is capxoah@state.mn.us 
