PSC REF#:157733

Rineer, Ken - PSC

From: Patricia Anderson <patch91083@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2011 9:42 AM

To: Rineer, Ken - PSC

Subject: proposed routes for CapX2020 in Holmen area

Dear Mr. Rineer:

It is our understanding that the Wisconsin Public Service Commission is currently
taking public input regarding proposed routes for the CapX2020 line in the Holmen
area. As residents in the area we support the proposed route that follows the
original Q1 route for the following reasons:

The original route already exists so requires the least amount of new right-of-
way. It is the most direct and shortest route so should result in the lowest cost of
construction. Also, it has the fewest number of people living near it.

We appreciate the opportunity to give inpuft.
Sincerely,

Charles and Patricia Anderson
N7048 Birch St.
Holmen, WI 54636
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Mr. William Fannucchi
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin Docket Coordinator

Gas & Energy Division
601 North Witney Way
P.O. Box 7854

Madison, WI 53707-7854

RE: 345kV Electric Transmission Liné Segment 10B2 — Buffalo County, WI

Dear Mr. Fannucchi:

The Common Council of the City of Alma met on Thursday, November 17, 2011 for the
regular monthly meeting. An agenda item of great importance was the proposed routes
for the 345kV electric transmission line.

The City of Alma has been contacted by Secluded Land Company II, LLC — owners of
the Alma Hills Subdivision regarding this matter because Segment 10B2 passes through

the subdivision almost centrally.

This would affect the current property owners and prospective property owners of the
subdivision resulting in a depreciation of current property and will hinder the purchase
and building on the other available lots in the subdivision. The City of Alma will lose

prospective increased property assessments should this route be taken.

The City has also been contacted by the current property owner at the Alma Hills
Subdivision, Tamara Schrock expressing her concerns. (I have enclosed a copy of the

email she submitted to the City of Alma).
Another important factor is the scenic beauty of the City of Alma. One of the main
industries in the City of Alma is tourism. Thousands of tourists visit the historic and

natural beauty that the City of Alma provides. One of the city’s most scenic attractions is
Buena Vista Park. Buena Vista Park is visited from people around the United States for

it’s natural, scenic views.




In closing, the City of Alma strongly opposes route Segment 10B2 and supports the
southern routes, 1, 2A, 2A2, 2A3, and Segment 10B1 will have little to no impact on the

City of Alma’s property values.

Thank you for your consideration,

Corey Hanson
Mayor
City of Alma
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Gmail - cap X 2020 lines L | Page 1 of2

o ® g™
1 @ I I ‘ Linda Torgerson <cityalma277@gmail.com>
belioogle

cap X 2020 lines

2 messages

Tamaré Schirock <tamaraschrock@yahoo.com> ' Fri, Nov 11, 2011 at 1:21 AM

Reply-To: Tamara Schrock <tamaraschrock@yahoo.com>
To: "cityalma@hbcl.com” <cityalma@hbci.com>

Hi City of Alma Staff Members, the city council and Mayor, :
Thank you for your letters of information about the Cap X 2020. | strongly agree that any
power lines should be placed outside of the city limits. As a new person to town It is a eye
sore to see all the power lines on the street as | drive down toward main street on E. Any
more powerlines and especially high tower power lines would definatly decréase home
values and discourage new home construction and home sales in the city of Aima. | have
sent out emails to several people not just the ones you listed in your letter, concerning the
powerline going through Alma Hills. [ am most certian. It would decrease our home values
and | have spoken with other landowners who are waiting to build up here, and we know 2
. people who would buy land to build on up here who will not, until after a decision is made. If -
- we would have known the powerline was considered to go near our property through the
- middle of Alma hills we most certianly would have chosen a different building. site or not -
built at all. We have placed on. hold all expansion and landcaping plans until a decision is = -
made as well as business plans we have for the: Alma area unitl a decision is made, -
- hopefully to go around the city. So we can move our business location to Aima. We also
wanted to purchase the lot across from us and next to us however the lots have been taken
- off the market due to a proposed building of a High powered line in close proximity to-our-
home. The other concemns we have are not only the EMF's but the magnetic fields that the -
lines create which | read in detail abour can reach up to 1200 feet at dangerous levels, to
humans. Yes, It is controversial and research is still being conducted however it is still a
‘concemn to us that children exposed to high levels of EMF's can develop Cancer, Heat
Disease, and other heath concerns living in close proximity to these lines. Would any of you
want to risk this with your children? We have 3 young girls. Adults too are at risk Cancer -
and Heart disease develop in adults too. So, Its not ok for the lines to be placed near ,
schools, nursing homes, parks, ect, but its ok to go near homes. how interesting! Oh, and
stray electricity? Wow! So, if we are out walking (which we love to do), the kids want to go
play with the denzingers, our dogs get out of their electric fence, wander under or close to
these lines, they or we might die? Certianly, | would not feel comfortable with this. My next
concern is the beauty of this area is breathtaking. The animals and bird habitat up here will
more than likely get injured, hurt, or disappear shall these towers go up. It would be sad to
see the "Wings over Aima" no longer be. Also, the damage to the natural bedrook and
beauty of the forest cutting down of the trees up here, damage to the natural prarie grasses
and plants, would be a disgrace to the preservation of the Great River Road and Wisconsin
Mississippi Bluff Ridges, not only will it look bad, it would be a eye sore.Most certianly we
are not preserving our land (or city). Will nearby rocks be disturbed and possibly travel
down towards the highway, if they use explosives to "foot" these High towers? No one
could stop a loose 1,000 Ib boulder rolling down the hill. Under our home the veins of the
bedrock are from 4 to 10 feet. Most likely explosives would be needed. Il realize the city
would be paid a yearly compensation and a one time fee. Please ask yourselves is this
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worth it? Finally, | read the Draft EIS, It left me thinking common sense..this whole
Cap X2020 confuses me. Why is this power that is generated by wind not used in the area
that its generated in. For example, the gigantic wind towers west of Rochester, Mn. Tthe
power is not used there Iocally either the power those windmills produced is delivered to
Florida. The funny thing is that techriology has developed wind towers smaller and more
efective that can generate power from wind already. So many other options are available
for cities that are suffering a energy crisis. it costs around 1200-2000K to obtain a DY1 solar
kit to power most of one's home. We also are on the verge of a energy transformation that
will re vamp these lines and the way we produce energy for our homes, hot water, heating
and cooling, and portable decices, in the next 20 years using grafite fiber optics and so
many other promising technologies. Technology does change with a little time. The VCR
came out affordably in 1986, look how far we have come. It would seem to me that this is a
last hurah for the power company to get more money out of its customers, by raising our
energy bills 15% in the next few years. Some reports say energy levels are incereasing so
maybe we all need to look into using alternative forms of light, heating and cooling,
electrICIty, and powering of our portable devices. The "Go Green Movement" our country
is saying it supports should not be in the form of High Voltage Lines. It should be.in.
Alternative forms of energy. For example the school, uses those big lights out front and
they are on every evening | beleive they use at least 400 watts a piece, how about a
donation from the community members and have the science department work with the -
¢ seniors and juniors and make those lights solar. | am sure the city lights could also be solar -
too with a city-school project. We alf as parents and older adults need to seta example to - -
~ our children and. encourage alterative forms of energy. Let our children be the front runners
~ of technology and put it to use in our schools and communities. We: will be trying to. go.off
_the grid or very low on the grid by the end of next year and i think- many: homeowners - -
‘should do the same. Thank you for your time in reading my: ‘thoughts on Cap X 2020 and
my disapointment of the proposed High Voltage lines going up through' the middle of Aima
Hills. It really does not make any sense, Please continue to.support the powerline outside
of Alma, we already have enough lines in thls town. Most Sincerly, Tamara Schrock, Alma
‘Hills Homeowner. :

Linda 'I"orgerson <cityalma277 @gmail.com> : Mon, Nov 14, 2011 at 11:53 AM
To: Corey Hanson <corey.hanson@tdstelcom.com>

[Quoted text hidden}
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Rineer, Ken - PSC

From: Bob & Gretchen Chalsma <bgchalsma@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2011 4:00 PM

To: Rineer, Ken - PSC

Subject: PROJECT 5-CE-136

Mr. Rineer,

We have about 3/4 mile of land effected by the Q1 Galesville Route of this proposed project. Our land is East
of Highway 53 just North of Highway 35.

It is obvious that the alternate original Q1 routing is the best because:
1) It is the lowest cost and therefore the smallest effect on all taxpayers
2) It requires the least amount of new right-of-way therefore the smallest impact on the land

3) It impacts the fewest number of person now and potentially in the further, therefore minimizes peoples
concerns.

Please consider these facts as it is a significant project for our area and it will be part of our community for
many years.

Sincerely,

Bob and Gretchen Chalsma





















From: Philip DeMaster

To: Fannucchi, William - PSC
Subject: CapX2020
Date: Friday, December 23, 2011 4:07:19 PM

Mr. Fannucchi,

I am a resident of the Town of Trempealeau in Trempealeau County, WI. The proposed Cap
X powerline creates a great deal of concern for my family, my community and myself.

I live on the prairie near the Q1 Galesville route, this proposed route runs within a city block
of my home. Another proposed route runs right through the Wildlife Refuge, Perrot State
Park and other ecologically sensitive areas. | have lived in this area for 30 years and | am
deeply concerned that these powerlines will destroy everything that my community holds
close to heart and utilizes for livelihood as well as damaging the health of children, adults
and livestock.

The people of Trempealeau County pride themselves on living off the land and therefore
have a great deal of respect for the treatment of that land. It seems clear to me that the impact
of these powerlines will threaten much of what makes this community a community that
thrives on the farming and tourist industries. 1 have neighbors who will likely lose the farms
that have been in their family for generations. With these powerlines in place, the natural
beauty of the Mississippi Valley will be destroyed. And with it many of the families that call
this area "home."

| plead with you to demand more information about the necessity of these powerlines. Does
that "necessity” outweigh the irreversible damage they will create?
On the land itself?

On property values?

On natural resources?

On the agriculture?

On tourism?

On socio-economics?

On the citizen's health?

On the citizen's pocketbook?

On the future of renewable and environmentally-friendly energy?

There is no need for the CapX2020 powerline. As stated in the DEIS, (page XVI of the
executive summary) "It is not clear that there will be sufficient population growth in the La
Crosse/Winona area to justify the projected increase in demand for electricity presented in the
CPCN application.” As a result of the lack of need for the powerline, my choice is the "No
Action Alternative" for the project.

I do not want the PSC to approve CapX2020 powerline project until there are objective
studies by an independent body demonstrating that the energy from the powerline is needed
for the communities in the Alma-No. La Crosse area and there is no other way to provide that
energy through efficiency programs and locally produced and distributed energy systems.

It is absolutely essential to diligently evaluate both the short- and long-term effects of this
endeavor! It seems it is a project that carries too many uncertainties. Let's be SURE that the
proposed "benefits” that the power companies claim outweigh the significant


mailto:demasterp@gmail.com
mailto:William.Fannucchi@wisconsin.gov

CONSEQUENCES.
Sincerely,

Philip DeMaster
N14739 Wright Rd
Galesville, WI 54630
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Mr. William Fannucchi

Wisconsin Public Service Commission
610 North Whitney Way

Madison, Wl 53705-2750

Dear Mr. Fannucchi,

Enclosed is a resolution regarding the CAPX2020 and ATC Applications for a 345 kV Transmission Line Project
approved by the School District of Holmen Board of Education on November 28, 2011. The School District of

Holmen opposes the planned grid expansion project in the Midwest, specifically the Alma to North La Crosse
and North La Crosse to Madison 345kV power line.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if | can be of assistance to you as you review the resolution.
Sincerely,

Kot bvd ey

Dale Carlson
District Administrator

Vision Statement: Educating every student to achieve global success.




SCHOOL DISTRICT OF HOLMEN
RESOLUTION REGARDING CAPX2020 and ATC APPLICATIONS FOR A
345 kV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT (11/28/11)

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy, Dairyland Power and American Transmission Company (ATC) have proposed
Capx2020 Phase | and Badger Coulee transmission line projects including a 345 kV high voltage power
line from Alma to North LaCrosse and North LaCrosse to Madison; and

WHEREAS, the CapXZOZO—Hampton-LaCrosse and Badger Coulee ATC 345kV include 130 to 170 foot
steel towers high voltage power lines and associated right of ways; and

WHEREAS, building a high voltage transmission line would require use of public rights of way and
condemnation of private property for easements; and the centerline of this transmission line on its 150
foot right of way could be placed within 75 feet of a residence or school; and

WHEREAS, proposed routes place the center of the high voitage transmission line right of way as close
as; 450 feet to a 540 pupil elementary school, 225 feet to a proposed 600 pupil middle school and 575
feet of a 1,600 pupil high school, as well as more than 200 staff members, for 1,500 to 2,500 hours per
year; 100 feet of a high school athletic stadium (2,500 spectators) with lighting mounted on poles 80
feet tall; 220 feet of a District Administrative Center, and

WHEREAS, there is a growing body of health concerns including medical studies which have shown an
association between exposure to electromagnetic fields produced by high voltage transmission lines,
childhood leukemia, neurological diseases and conditions, and other health effects, and

WHEREAS, the CapX2020 Hampton-LaCrosse and Badger Coulee ATC 345kV projects include a proposed
route corridor which cuts across rivers, farms, forests and valleys, scenic bluffs, wildlife and waterfowl
habitats, exceptional water resources, scenic easements, and/or cultural/economic districts in the
School District of Holmen; and

WHEREAS, high voltage powerlines would have an adverse affect on the School District of Holmen’s
financial condition in that continued growth in community property values and number of residents are
important components of the financial stability and sustainability of the district, and high voltage
powerlines are known to reduce property values and make property less desirable for residential

- growth; and

WHEREAS, the right of way associated with the high voltage powerlines would place restrictions on the
use of School District of Holmen (governmental) property inconsistent with the needs and intended use

of the property; and

WHEREAS, the use of electricity in Wisconsin and adjacent states has declined significantly since a 2006
peak and demand is projected to remain flat in the predictable future; and

WHEREAS, it is the School District of Holmen’s belief that there are other ways of meeting any electrical
need claimed by applicants that should be considered and implemented first, including efficiencies,
demand and supply side management, locally produced and distributed renewable energy, and energy-
related economic development, before high voltage transmission is considered; and
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WHEREAS, costs for the Alma to North LaCrosse ($250 million) to Madison ($425 million) high voltage
power line would cost ratepayers more than $675 million and be part of a $2.3-53.6 billion grid
expansion project in the Midwest; and

WHEREAS, a new 345kV transmission line will result in increased electricity costs for all rate payers, loss
of property value because of the view and dangers that high voltage power lines inherently carry, and
create adverse effect on the area’s tourism and general economy; and

WHEREAS, transmission line projects approved by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin are
required by Wisconsin statutes (196.49 (3) and 196.491 (3) (d)) to have costs that are in proportion to
their benefits, must satisfy the reasonable needs of the public for adequate energy supply and must also
not be overbuilt or designed in excess of probable future energy needs; and

WHEREAS, the policy of the State of Wisconsin (1.12(6)} is to site new transmission lines to the greatest
extent feasible, utilizing existing corridors in the following order of priority:

a. Existing utility corridors,

b. Highway and railroad corridors,

¢. Recreational trails with limitations, and

d. New corridors;

WHEREAS, THE School District of Holmen Board of Education is entrusted by the community to take
actions in the best interest of students and the community it serves ; and

THEREFORE

BE IT REOSOLVED, that
1. The School District of Holmen opposes the planned grid expansion project in the Midwest,.
specifically the Alma to North LaCrosse and North LaCrosse to Madison 345kV power line; and
2. The School District of Holmen requests that additional on the record public hearings be held
near the Village of Holmen before a recommendation on a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity is made for either project; and
3. The School District of Holmen requests that it not be utilized as a pass through for transmission
for which it receives no benefit; and
4. The School District of Holmen requests that clear, detailed information be provided to the
School District of Holmen explaining the perceived need for the 345kVpowerline which includes
supporting objective studies with a cost benefit analysis comparing the efficiency-only, locally
produced and distributed generation options with the high voltage option; and
5. The School District of Holmen insists that every effort be made in developing or enhancing the
energy system on which the School District of Holmen relies to do the following:
Implement and enforce Wisconsin State Statute 1993, Wisconsin Bill 414 that states:
“In meeting energy demands, the policy of the State is that, to the extent cost-effective
and technically feasible, options be considered based on the following priorities, in the
order listed:
a. Energy conservation and efficiency.
b. Noncombustible renewable energy resources.
¢. Combustible renewable energy resources.
d. Nonrenewable combustible energy resources, in the order listed:
i. Natural Gas
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ii. Qilor coal with sulphur content of less than 1%.
iii. Allother carbon-based fuels.”

6. Furthermore, the School District of Holmen requests adoption and action of Wisconsin’s energy
policy by implementing local ownership of energy generation that includes dispersed renewable
energy to support the local economy, and to minimize the size, scale, voltage, and
environmental impacts of electric transmission.

The School District of Holmen District Administrator is authorized to request that the School District of
Holmen be added to project notice lists and request a copy of the application for the CapX2020 and
Badger-Coulee transmission projects from the utilities to be available in the School District of Holmen.
The School District of Holmen District Administrator is authorized to transmit this resolution and other
appropriate documents to the Wisconsin Public Service Commission Docket # 5-CE-136 and Docket #
137-CE-160 and to the Administrative Law Judge and state Commission staff conducting proceedings for
the CapX2020 and the Badger-Coulee 345kV Transmission Line Projects.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the School District of Holmen hereby approves this resolution,
ADOPTED this 28th day of November, 2011.

A O

Tim Nfedinger, School B President Date

) |-

Anita Jagodzinski, #:hoé(l Boatd Clerk Date

<

Page 3 0of 3








































Rineer, Ken - PSC

From: Kathleen Lockington <kalrkd@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 27, 2011 3:55 PM
To: Rineer, Ken - PSC

Subject: CapX2020 project

Dear Mr. Rineer:
Tried to email William Fannuchi before the deadline but was rejected/nondeliverable.

I would still like to register my vote to not have the project or if it has to be built to put it down the previous Dairyland
Power site. The project being built through Arcadia would place it over a sand mine, a new house being placed
underneath it and over many hills.

Thank for forwarding this to him.

Sincerely,
Bill and Kathy Lockington



Rineer, Ken - PSC

From: slien4748@charter.net

Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2011 10:47 AM
To: Rineer, Ken - PSC

Subject: Capx2020 project 5-cel36

the possible Q1 line proposed comming from the Galesville direction shows it going next to the high school
& on the same property as the elementary school and right where the school district plans when needed to
have another school building when attendance require it and also right next to a new assited living facility.
My understanding people should not have to be exposed to these lines, so please do not consider this
route

If this line is needed please put it near the Mississippi or the Black river where it does not a human health
risk, 1 had wondered about running it close to the railroad but our son recently started working for the
railroad and do not think him or his co workers should be exposed to this daily basis

Also is this line even needed why not use alternative energy

I would expect as our technology keeps progressing that these large lines would be a thing of the past &
not the future

please any of the proposed routes move to the west

Thank you Scott Lien Town of Holland supervisor






Rineer, Ken - PSC

From: Lafond, Gene <gene.lafond@CenturyLink.com>
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2011 11:28 AM

To: Rineer, Ken - PSC

Subject: project 5-ce-136

Mr Rineer

I'am writing this email to oppose the whole capx2020 project as | feel that it is not needed and is just a way to justify more
coal fired plants out west instead of developing new renewable sources here in Wisconsin. However if this project does go
thru | would favor the original Q1 route as it is an existing route that would require the least amount of new easements,
fewest
amount of residents within 300 feet and be least disruptive to this area. As a local property owner/taxpayer and concerned
citizen
I'am very worried about what the effects of these power lines will be on property values, quality of life and the health of the
people
living in there path.

Thanks

Gene LaFond
Holmen Wisconsin















Rineer, Ken - PSC

From: sk6bptmal@aol.com

Sent: Friday, December 23, 2011 7:41 AM

To: Rineer, Ken - PSC; Lepinski, Jim - PSC; Fannucchi, William - PSC
Subject: CapX2020 Power Lines

In reviewing the proposed CapX2020 power line projects | have some concerns about the location of the Holmen
substation. A line of this magnitude should attempt to stay mostly clear of residential and school areas which the location
of the proposed north La Crosse substation does not do this.

Reviewing the placement of the Holmen substation could be an answer to alleviate the issue of passing over schools and
residential areas in the Holmen community.

When the original Q1 route was proposed the substation would have been right at the end of this line making some sense
with the placement, however with this route being taken off the table given the challenge by the US Fish and Wildlife
service this location no longer is convenient with the other routes that are proposed.

By moving the location of the substation well north of the current proposed location has several benefits:

1) It would avoid the power lines crossing schools and residences by crossing over the Village of Holmen. This keeps the
line in mostly rural areas where it should be.

2) Allows better access to the future badger line that will follow this project by ATC that will be going to Madison. A project
of this scope should work in connection with the next phase. To run a power line into a community to have to run it right
back out again for the next phase would seem inefficient and not in the best interest of the power companies or the
Holmen community

3) If the La Crosse area in the future ever does need additional power (which at this time is questionable even by the
PSC), they would have access through the substation well north of Holmen and at that time could run lower voltage and
lower in height poles (similar to what is currently run through the Holmen community) without further damage to the scenic
beauty and less damaging to the economy of the Holmen Community

Tim medinger
N7150 Elizabeth Drive
Holmen, Wi 54636












From: Sirohi. UdaivirSingh - PSC

To: Dennis Niccum

Cc: Fannucchi, William - PSC

Subject: RE: cap 2020 line Q-1 Alma to Lacrosse
Date: Wednesday, December 28, 2011 12:42:20 PM
Mr. Niccum,

Thank you for your comments. | am forwarding your comments to Commission Staff Mr.
Fannucchi, who is the Case Coordinator for the CapX 2020 docket.

Udaivir

Udaivir Singh Sirohi, P.E.
(Pronounced 0o-DAY -VEER SINGH SI-RO-HI)
Advanced Engineer, Gas & Energy Division
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
610 N. Whitney Way, P.O. Box 7854
Madison, WI 53707-7854
Tel: (608) 266-2806
Fax: (608) 266-3957
E-mail: UdaivirSingh.Sirohi @wisconsin.gov

From: Dennis Niccum [mailto:dennisniccuml@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2011 12:22 PM

To: Sirohi, UdaivirSingh - PSC

Subject: cap 2020 line Q-1 Alma to Lacrosse

Trusted Wisconsin Agency

| am writing to provide you feed back to the purposed 345kV supply line.

- Much previous work was done to design and care for the existing Q1 power line corridor,
sighting,clearing,right-of -way design, public acceptance as well as consideration for our
environment and wildlife.

- Upgrading the Q1 corridor to handle the 345kV line covers al of the requirements for this
leg of the project to be successful.

- The successful usage of the existing original Q1 is evidence of this success.

-. Asfor community planning purposes, long term planners for the area growth have already
accepted the location of the existing Q1 line and many have planed according.

- Community planers have worked to expect growth in the current location of this Q1 line
with the least impact, changing the route will meet with additional opposition and costs.

- To change the route will add to the mistrust of the community and justification for the need
of this power line. (More PR headaches)

- For these reasons selecting the existing Q1 route is the most viable and economic

solution.

| am sure you had done your home work but this path is clearly the bust choice for al parties
involved.


mailto:/O=WIMAIL/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=UDAIVIR.SIROHI
mailto:dennisniccum1@gmail.com
mailto:William.Fannucchi@wisconsin.gov
mailto:UdaivirSingh.Sirohi@wisconsin.gov
http://psc.wi.gov/

Much success in advancement project
Affected rura electric member
Dennis Niccum

N8498 Hwy 53

Holmen,WI 54636

608-526-3729


tel:608-526-3729


































BRADFORD R. PRICE
514 COULEE COURT
ONALASKA, WISCONSIN 54650

December 22, 2011

Mr. William Fannucchi
Docket Coordinator

Public Service Commission
P.O. Box 7854

Madison, WI 53707-7854

Re: Draft EIS Comments
Docket Number 5-CE-136

Dear Mr. Fannucchi:

I am writing to you as the owner of 178 acres located at W 16567 Crystal Valley Road,
Galesville, Wisconsin. This land is located in the Town of Gale, Trempealeau County,
Wisconsin. An existing 161 kilovolt (“kV”) electric transmission line owned by Xcel Energy
runs north and south across my property. The November 2011 Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (“EIS”) at Figure Vol. 2-1T shows Segment 4ET running south of Crystal Valley
Road and across my land.

My first comment regarding the EIS is that on page X VI it states in part that, “It is not clear that
there will be sufficient population growth in the La Crosse/Winona area to justify the projected
increase in demand for electricity presented in the CPCN application.” After reading the entire
EIS I don’t believe the big power companies have met their burden of proof in showing that
these lines are needed. Before there can be any discussion of where to locate these behemoth
345kV electrical transmission lines the big power companies must present evidence that proves
beyond a reasonable doubt the proposed electric transmission lines are needed.

My second comment is that before the Wisconsin Public Service Commission (“WPSC”)
considers whether to allow the big power companies to build these electric transmission lines
there should be a detailed analysis of reasonable alternatives to building these proposed high
voltage transmission lines. There needs to be more analysis of what can be done to conserve
more energy in Western Wisconsin in order to further reduce the demand for electrical power.
There needs to be more detailed analysis of power consumption in Western Wisconsin, with its
declining population, loss of businesses that previously consumed more power, decline in
employment, transition of the Western Wisconsin economy from one that was previously more
based on manufacturing and is now more based on service industries. There also needs to be
more technical analysis of opportunities to increase local electrical generating capabilities by
using renewable resources such as wind, hydro or solar sources to generate power within
Western Wisconsin. There should be a detailed analysis of the environmental, social, economic
and community impacts of producing more power locally from these resources as opposed to



Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
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importing dirty coal fired power on high voltage transmission lines with all of its negative and
highly detrimental impacts on Western Wisconsin residents. For example, how many more jobs
might we create for our local economy by building local generation? What would be the
environmental impact on Western Wisconsin if we were to generate more local power as
opposed to importing it over these monstrous, grotesque and very expensive transmission power
lines? I’m sure the big publicly traded power companies have as a first priority to do whatever
they can to generate the most profit for themselves as opposed to doing what is in the best
economic interest of their rate paying customers. As a rate paying consumer of power [ want to
know that the power companies have proven beyond a reasonable doubt that these proposed high
voltage power lines are in fact the best alternative if additional power is needed in Western
Wisconsin. [ am relying on the WPSC to make sure that the power companies have fully
complied with the law and fully met their burden of proving that these lines are the best
alternative to meet our future power needs.

Thirdly, assuming the power companies can satisfy their burden of proving that these high
voltage power lines are needed then the WPSC should make sure that it is considering ALL
possible corridors for building the power lines. The EIS does not include ALL possible
corridors!

I have been advised that the #1 route preferred and recommended by the power companies is the
Original Q1 Route that follows the existing Dairyland Power Cooperative (“DPC”) 161kV
transmission line between Alma and the substation near Briggs Road in Holmen. It is not listed
in the EIS as an alternative route to be considered by the WPSC...... but it should be! On page
XX of the EIS it states in part that, “The portion of the Original Q1 Route that crosses the
Mississippi Wildlife and Fish Refuge may not be approved by the US Fish and Wildlife Service
because a portion of it would require additional easement that may not be allowed under current
land uses authorized on refuge property.” Approximately a three (3) mile stretch of the Original
Q1 passes through the Van Loon Wildlife Refuge where the US Fish and Wildlife Service
(“USFWS”) owns about a one (1) mile stretch of land across which the existing DPC 161 kV
currently passes. I have learned that the power companies have attempted to negotiate with the
USFWS to address any concerns that they have about locating the 345 kV line through their
land, but their position is to “JUST SAY NO” while all other stake holders in where these lines
might be located are required to balance a wide range of factors! The power companies
engineered a line that would only be 80 feet high (current poles for the existing 161 kV line are
already 70 feet high), as opposed to the typical 170 foot high poles used for the 345 kV lines, but
the USFWS just said NO! The power companies offered to mitigate the wider right-of-way
intrusion into the USFWS owned wetlands by offering additional and comparable land in another
location, but the USFWS just said NO! The USFWS should be able to provide evidence to make
their case to the WPSC (just like everyone else), but they should not simply be able to
unilaterally rule out the Original Q1 Route!
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Furthermore, page XIX of the EIS states that, “The existing DPC 161 kV line, called the Q1 line,
is nearing the end of its useful life but is still needed. DPC has determined that it must either
rebuild or replace the line. DPC plans to reconstruct, by 2013, the sections of the Q1 that are not
replaced by the project in this docket.” I have been advised that the projected cost of a rebuild is
$30 million. If DPC is going to be rebuilding this existing 161 kV line in 2013 anyway doesn’t it
make sense to also locate the proposed 345 kV line in the same corridor? I think it does and I
think it is in the best interests of all parties, including the power companies, the rate payers, the
USFWS and the State of Wisconsin! At 41.3 miles the Original Q1 Route is the shortest route
for the proposed 345 kV line; it requires the least amount of new right-of-way at 377.1 acres; it
has the greatest amount of shared right-of-way at 96%; it crosses the least amount of agricultural
land at 328.4 acres; it affects the second least number of residences at 61; and I have been
advised that it is the lowest cost approach (by at least $30 million) for building the proposed 345
kV line. To not include the more details of the Original Q1 Route and to not include it as an
option in the EIS is bad public policy and bad government! The Original Q1 Route needs to be
included in the EIS as a viable alternative route for the proposed project and it needs to be given
full and due consideration by the WPSC as a viable route for the proposed 345 kV power line!

Fourthly, my 178 acres across which there is an existing 161kV owned by Xcel Energy is
abundant with deer, turkeys, grouse, song birds, coyotes, squirrels, rabbits, etc. In addition, fox,
bob cats, a bear, eagles, hawks, wood ducks, and a timber wolf have been sighted on my
property. My point is that this existing 161 kV power line is not aesthetically pleasing and is not
desirable, but the wildlife seems to have flourished since it was built in the 1950’s. So, why isn’t
the USFWS and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (“WDNR”) required to provide a
detailed analysis and evidence as to damage the proposed 345 kV line would cause to the
wildlife and natural resources located on lands they own or manage within the Original Q1
Route? I do not believe they can prove that the proposed 345 kV line through the Black River
bottoms will be detrimental to wildlife. This analysis and evidence could then be weighed and
balanced by the WPSC as they deliberate the alternative routes for locating the proposed 345 kV
transmission line.....just like the evidence is weighed and balanced in evaluating the other routes
that are under consideration. The impacts to plants and animals should not trump the significant
impacts these proposed power lines will have on human beings!

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions of me please contact me
at (608) 783-1409 or by email at bpricel 300@charter.net.

Very truly yours,

Bradford R. Price
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From: dpier@centurytel.net

To: Fannucchi, William - PSC
Subject: CapX2020
Date: Friday, December 23, 2011 4:03:57 PM

Mr.Fannucchi,

My husband and | are residents of the Town of Caledonia in Trempealeau County, WI. The proposed
powerline creates a great deal of concern to us, as well as to my parents, Harold and Phyllis Schuman
who are also residents of the Town of Caledonia, and to the rest of our family, as well as our
community.

We live not far from the Van Loon Wildlife Refuge, where one of the proposed routes is. My husband
and I, as well as my parents have lived here all of our lives. I am very concerned that these powerlines
will destroy everything that our family and community holds close to heart and utilizes for their
livelihood.

Having lived off the land, as we have been farmers all of our lives, we have a great deal of respect for
the treatment of the land. The impact of these powerlines will threaten much of this community that
thrives on the farming and tourist industries. Having these powerlines in place will destroy the natural
beauty of the Mississippi Valley. It will have a negative impact on the wildlife in the Van Loon Wildlife
Refuge as well as the Trempealeau Wildlife Refuge and Perrot State Park.

I am asking you to demand more information about the necessity of these powerlines. Does the
necessity outweigh the irreversible damage they will create?

On the agriculture

On the health of the citizens

On the citizen's livelihood

On the land

On the future of environmentally-friendly and renewable energy
On tourism

On natural resources

There is no need for the CapX2020 powerline. As stated in the DEIS, (page XVI of the executive
summary) "It is not clear that there will be sufficient population growth in the LaCrosse/ Winona area to
justify the projected increase in demand for electricity presented in the CPCN application.” There is lack
of need for the powerline, my choice is the "No Action Alternative" for the project.

I do not want the PSC to approve CapX2020 powerline project until there are objective studies done by
an independent body demonstrating that the energy from this powerline is needed for the communities
in the Alma-No. LaCrosse area and there is no other way to provide that energy through

efficiency programs and locally produced and distributed energy systems.

It is absolutely essential to evaluate both the short and long term effects of this project. There are too
many uncertainties with this project. Let's be certain that the proposed "benefits” that the power
companies claim outweigh the significant consequences.

Sincerely,

Judith L. Pierzina
W17433 McGilvary Rd
Galesville, WI 54630


mailto:dpier@centurytel.net
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