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November 9, 2012 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Dr. Burl W. Haar 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
350 Metro Square Building 
121 Seventh Place East 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

Re: Notice Plan Petition for the Application of Great River Energy for a Certificate of 
Need for its 115 kV Transmission Line Project in the Elko New Market and Cleary 
Lake Areas in Scott and Rice Counties, Minnesota 

 MPUC Docket No. ET2/CN-12-____ 

Dear Dr. Haar: 

Enclosed please find Great River Energy’s proposed Notice Plan Petition for review and 
approval by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.  Great River Energy intends to submit a 
Certificate of Need Application to rebuild and convert existing 69 kV transmission lines to 115 kV 
standards and construct several miles of new 115 kV transmission lines in the Elko New Market 
and Cleary Lake areas in Scott and Rice counties. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (612) 977-8591. 

 Sincerely, 

Briggs and Morgan, P.A. 

/s/ Kodi J. Church 

Kodi J. Church 
Associate 

KJC 
Enclosure 
cc: The Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources 
 Office of the Attorney General, Residential and Small Business Utilities Division 

General List of Persons 
 



 

  

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
BEFORE THE 

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
Beverly Jones Heydinger 
David C. Boyd 
J. Dennis O’Brien 
Phyllis Reha 
Betsy Wergin 

  
Chair 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY, A NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
COOPERATIVE, FOR A CERTIFICATE OF 
NEED FOR ITS 115 KV TRANSMISSION LINE 
PROJECT IN THE ELKO NEW MARKET AND 
CLEARY LAKE AREAS IN SCOTT AND RICE 
COUNTIES, MINNESOTA 

 MPUC Docket No.  
ET2/CN-12-___ 
 

NOTICE PLAN PETITION 

 

Public Comments on this Notice Plan Petition can be submitted to the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission until 4:30 P.M. November 29, 2012.  

Replies to Comments can be submitted to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission until 
4:30 P.M. December 19, 2012. 

The Commission’s address is:  Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, 
Suite 350, St Paul, MN 55101-2147 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Great River Energy, a not-for-profit Minnesota cooperative corporation, submits this 
Notice Plan for approval by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) 
pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.2550. 

Great River Energy intends to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and a Route 
Permit to construct its 115 kV Transmission Line Project in the Elko New Market and 
Cleary Lake Areas in Scott and Rice counties, Minnesota. Great River Energy will seek 
permission to:  

• Rebuild approximately 3.5 miles of existing single circuit 69 kilovolt (“kV”) 
transmission line to 115 kV standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 
2030, along primarily existing right-of-way, 1 from Prior Lake Junction to Credit 
River Junction in Credit River Township and the City of Prior Lake in Scott 
County, Minnesota;  

• Rebuild approximately 2.4 miles of existing single circuit 69 kV transmission line to 
115 kV standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030, along existing 
right-of-way, between the Credit River Distribution Substation (owned by Northern 
States Power Company, doing business as “Xcel Energy”) and Credit River Junction 
in Spring Lake and Credit River townships in Scott County, Minnesota; 

• Permit approximately 2.0 miles of existing double circuit 69 kV transmission line 
between Great River Energy’s Chub Lake Substation (currently under construction) 
and Natchez Avenue to be operated at 115 kV by approximately 2022, in New 
Market Township, Scott County, Minnesota; 2 

• Rebuild approximately 5.6 miles of existing single circuit 69 kV transmission line to 
115 kV standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2022, along existing 
right-of-way from Natchez Avenue, Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative’s 
(“Minnesota Valley”) Elko Substation and Minnesota Valley’s New Market 
Substation in New Market and Cedar Lake townships in Scott County, Minnesota; 
and 

• Construct approximately 5.4 miles of new double circuit transmission line to 115 kV 
standards but to be operated at 69 kV between the Minnesota Valley’s New Market 
Substation to a new 69 kV breaker station in Wheatland Township (“Veseli Breaker 

                                           
1 Deviations from the existing right-of-way may be proposed where Great River Energy has determined that there is not 
sufficient space to expand the existing right-of-way to comply with Company clearance standards for a 115 kV 
transmission line. 
2 The DA-AN line along County Road 62/245th Avenue was proposed to be reconstructed to 115 kV standards as part 
of the Brookings County to Hampton 345 kV Transmission Line Project (MPUC Docket No. ET2/TL-08-1474) 
(“Brookings Project”) through a Plan and Profile filing approved by the Commission on November 5, 2012 (eDocket 
Document No. 201211-80387-01). Even though the DA-AN line will be rebuilt to 115 kV standards as part of the 
Brookings Project, it is included as part of this proposal for purposes of obtaining permission to operate it at 115 kV.  
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Station”),3 in Rice County, Minnesota. One side of the double circuit line will be 
operated at 69 kV until approximately 2022, and the other side of the double circuit 
line will operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030. 

All segments discussed above will be referred to, collectively, as the “Project.” The 69 kV 
transmission system to the west of the Project area and bounded by the Scott County, 
Carver County, Owatonna, and Faribault substations (“Scott-Faribault System”) 
(Attachment A) is at risk of experiencing low voltage and transmission system overload 
issues by 2016. To provide sufficient support to the Scott-Faribault System, transmission 
planning engineers determined that connecting that system to the 69 kV transmission 
system in the Project area (“Cleary-Elko System”) would alleviate the identified 
transmission load-serving deficiencies on the Scott-Faribault System. Connecting these two 
systems would require construction of a new double circuit line between the New Market 
Substation and the proposed 69 kV Veseli Breaker Station.  

Further analysis determined that without any additional upgrades to the existing Cleary-
Elko System, connecting this system to the Scott-Faribault System would result in overload 
conditions on the lines identified to be rebuilt as part of this Project. Although Great River 
Energy initially investigated rebuilding these lines at 69 kV, it was determined that 115 kV 
operation of these facilities would be necessary within the standard transmission planning 
time frame (2022 for the facilities located in the south portion of the Project area and 2030 
for the facilities located in the north portion of the Project area). Therefore, Great River 
Energy determined it was in the interest of the Company, the Company’s cooperatives, and 
the cooperatives’ ratepayers to construct the lines to 115 kV standards at this time.  

Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.243, subdivision 2 provides that “no large energy facility” 
shall be sited or constructed in Minnesota without the issuance of a Certificate of Need by 
the Commission. The definition of a “large energy facility” that is applicable here is “a high-
voltage transmission line with a capacity of 100 kV or more with more than 10 miles of its 
length in Minnesota.” Minn. Stat. § 216B.2421, subd. 2(3). Minnesota Rule 7829.2550 
requires a Notice Plan to be submitted for review by the Commission at least three months 
before filing a Certificate of Need application for any high voltage transmission line under 
Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.2421. Great River Energy, therefore, submits this Notice 
Plan for the Commission’s approval. 

                                           
3 The breaker station, currently intended to be called the “Veseli Breaker Station” will be constructed, owned and 
operated by Xcel Energy. Xcel Energy anticipates it will expand its existing Veseli Distribution Substation to the north 
and east to accommodate the 69 kV breakers. It is not proposed as part of this Project as it will be only constructed to 
69 kV operating standards at this time and local approvals will be obtained related to that construction. Xcel Energy 
will seek whatever approvals are necessary at the time it converts the operation of the facility to 115 kV if any approvals 
are necessary. 
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II. NOTICE PLAN PROPOSAL 

This Notice Plan is prepared as an initial step in the Certificate of Need regulatory process. 
Preparation of a Notice Plan, and its review and approval by the Commission, will ensure 
that interested persons have the opportunity to participate in the proceeding. The area 
proposed to be included in notices under this proposal (“Notice Area”) is depicted in 
Attachment B.  

This Notice Plan includes the following proposed direct mail and publication notices: 

• Direct Mail Notice:  
o Landowners within the Notice Area (Attachment C); 
o Residents with mailing addresses within the Notice Area (Attachment C); 
o Local units of government in and around the Notice Area (Attachments D 

and E); 
o Local and State elected officials (Attachments D and F); and  
o State and local government agencies and offices (Attachments C and G). 

• Published Notice (Attachment H) in local and regional newspapers with circulation 
within the Notice Area as identified in Attachment I. 

 
A. Direct Mail Notice to Landowners 

Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 3(A), requires an applicant for a Certificate of Need to 
provide direct mail notice to all landowners likely to be affected by the proposed 
transmission lines. Great River Energy will obtain landowner names and addresses within 
the Notice Area using tax records. A draft of the letter proposed to be used for the direct 
mail notice requirement for landowners in the Notice Area is included as Attachment C.  

B. Direct Mail Notice to Mailing Addresses 

Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 3(B), requires an applicant for a  Certificate of Need 
to provide direct mail notice to all mailing addresses in the area that are likely to be 
affected by the proposed transmission lines. Great River Energy will rely on mailing lists 
available from the United States Post Office, County GIS data, and/or from bulk mailing 
firms to create a list of mailing addresses within the Notice Area for the Project. A draft of 
the letter that Great River Energy proposes to use for the direct mail notice to residents in 
the Notice Area is included as Attachment C. 

C. Direct Mail Notice to Tribal Government Officials 

Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 3(C) requires an applicant for a Certificate of Need 
for a high voltage transmission line to provide direct mail notice to tribal governments 
whose jurisdictions are reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed Project. There are 
no tribal lands within the Notice Area; however, a copy of the notice provided in 
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Attachment C will be provided to Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Chairman, 
Charlie Vig.   

D. Direct Mail Notice to Local Governments 

Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 3(C), requires an applicant to provide direct mail 
notice to governments of towns, cities, home rule charter cities, and counties whose 
jurisdictions are reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed transmission lines. Great 
River Energy proposes to provide direct mail notice (Attachment D) to the towns, cities, 
and counties listed in Attachment E.  The notice will also be provided to the elected 
officials of those local units of government identified in Attachment D and to those State 
Senators and Representatives whose districts are within the Notice Area as identified in 
Attachment F.4 Additionally, the notice provided in Attachment C will be provided to the 
federal, state, and local government agencies and offices identified in Attachment G. 

E. Newspaper Notice 

Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 3(D), requires an applicant to publish notice in 
newspapers in the areas that may be affected by the transmission lines. The proposed 
notice text is provided in Attachment H. Great River Energy proposes to place notice 
advertisements in the newspapers identified in Attachment I. 

In addition to the Notice Plan newspaper notice requirement, Minnesota Rule 7829.2500, 
Subpart 5, requires that after a Certificate of Need application is filed that an applicant 
publish newspaper notice of the filing in a newspaper of general circulation throughout the 
state. Given that under the proposed Notice Plan, Great River Energy will publish 
newspaper notice of the Certificate of Need proceeding no more than 60 days before a 
Certificate of Need application is filed in newspapers of local, regional, and statewide 
circulation, Great River Energy requests a waiver from this additional newspaper notice 
requirement. 

F. Notice Content 

Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 4, requires notice packets to include several pieces of 
information including: a map; right-of-way requirements and statement of intent to acquire 
property rights; notice that the transmission upgrade cannot be constructed unless the 
Commission certifies that it is needed; Commission contact information; utility website 
information; a statement that the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Energy Facility 
Permitting (“EFP”) will prepare an environmental report; an explanation of how to get on 
the Project’s mailing list; and a list of applicable regulatory laws and rules. Great River 
Energy’s notice mailing will include these requirements. 

                                           
4 This list will be revised after the results of the November 6, 2012 election are certified. 
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The notice letter will serve three purposes: 1) to introduce and explain the need and 
location of the proposed Project; 2) to encourage potentially-affected persons to participate 
in the regulatory process; and 3) to provide contact information for citizens and officials to 
obtain additional information about the Project and the regulatory process. The map that 
will be included with the notice letter will depict the transmission line corridor area, 
substations, counties, townships, and notable landmarks to aid in orientation.  

G. Distribution of Notice Plan Filing 

As required under Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 1,  this Notice Plan filing has been 
sent to the EFP, the Residential and Small Business Utilities Division of the Office of the 
Attorney General, and to those parties listed on the “General List of Persons Interested in 
Power Plants and Transmission Lines.” In addition,  copies have been provided to each 
city and county within the Notice Area.  

H. Notice Timing 

Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 6, requires the applicant to implement the Notice 
Plan within 30 days of its approval by the Commission. Great River Energy requests that 
the Commission modify the Notice Plan implementation requirement to allow notice to 
more closely coincide with the Certificate of Need filing. Great River Energy requests that 
the Commission direct the notices identified in this Notice Plan to occur no more than 60 
days prior to the filing of the Certificate of Need application. 

I. Project Service List 

Pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.0700, Subpart 1, Great River Energy requests that the 
following persons be placed on the Commission’s Official Service List for this matter, and 
request electronic service for these persons: 
 
Utility Employees 
Responsible for Filing 

Carole L. Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission 
Permitting and Compliance 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
cschmidt@GREnergy.com 

 

Utility Attorneys 
Responsible for Filing 

Kodi Jean Church 
Attorney 
Briggs and Morgan, P.A. 
2200 IDS Center 
80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
kchurch@briggs.com  

Valerie T. Herring 
Attorney 
Briggs and Morgan, P.A. 
2200 IDS Center 
80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
vherring@briggs.com  

mailto:cschmidt@GREnergy.com
mailto:kchurch@briggs.com
mailto:vherring@briggs.com
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III. CONCLUSION 

Great River Energy respectfully requests that the Commission: (1) approve this Notice Plan 
prepared in advance of our Certificate of Need application to construct our 115 kV 
Transmission Line Project in the Elko New Market and Cleary Lake areas; (2) grant the 
variance from duplicative newspaper notice requirements under Minnesota Rule 
7829.2500, Subpart 5; and (3) grant the variance from the 30-day implementation notice 
contemplated in Minnesota Rule 7829.2550, Subpart 6, and modify the time for 
implementation of the Notice Plan to no more than 60 days and no less than two weeks 
prior to the filing of the Certificate of Need application. 

Dated:  November 9, 2012 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
BRIGGS AND MORGAN, P.A. 
 
 
By:    /s/ Kodi Jean Church   
       Kodi Jean Church (#391056) 
       Valerie T. Herring (#336865) 
2200 IDS Center 
80 South Eighth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 977-8400 
 
Attorneys for Great River Energy, a not-for-
profit Minnesota cooperative corporation 
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  Attachment C 
 

 

____, 2013 
 
RE: Notice of Certificate of Need Application for Great River Energy’s 115 kV Transmission 
Line Project in the Elko New Market and Clearly Lake Areas in Scott and Rice Counties, 
Minnesota 
MPUC Docket No.: ET2/CN-_____ 
 
Dear Stakeholder: 
 
Great River Energy, a Minnesota cooperative corporation, is proposing a 115 kV transmission line 
project in the townships of Cedar Lake, Credit River, Spring Lake, and New Market, townships 
and the City of Prior Lake in Scott County, and Wheatland Township in Rice County, Minnesota. 
Great River Energy will file applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Public 
Utilities Commission (“Commission”) and request permission to:  
 

• Rebuild approximately 3.5 miles of existing single circuit 69 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission 
line to 115 kV standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030, along primarily 
existing right-of-way,1 from Prior Lake Junction to Credit River Junction in Credit River 
Township and the City of Prior Lake in Scott County, Minnesota;  

• Rebuild approximately 2.4 miles of existing single circuit 69 kV transmission line to 115 kV 
standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030, along existing right-of-way, 
between the Credit River Distribution Substation (owned by Northern States Power 
Company, doing business as “Xcel Energy”) and Credit River Junction in Spring Lake and 
Credit River townships in Scott County, Minnesota; 

• Permit approximately 2.0 miles of existing double circuit 69 kV transmission line between 
Great River Energy’s Chub Lake Substation (currently under construction) and Natchez 
Avenue to be operated at 115 kV by approximately 2022, in New Market Township, Scott 
County, Minnesota; 2 

• Rebuild approximately 5.6 miles of existing single circuit 69 kV transmission line to 115 kV 
standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2022, along existing right-of-way from 
Natchez Avenue, Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative’s (“Minnesota Valley”) Elko 
Substation and Minnesota Valley’s New Market Substation in New Market and Cedar Lake 
townships in Scott County, Minnesota; and 

• Construct approximately 5.4 miles of new double circuit transmission line to 115 kV 
standards but to be operated at 69 kV between the Minnesota Valley’s New Market 
Substation to a new 69 kV breaker station in Wheatland Township (“Veseli Breaker 
Station”),3 in Rice County, Minnesota. One side of the double circuit line will be operated 

                                           
1 Deviations from the existing right-of-way may be proposed where Great River Energy has determined that there is not 
sufficient space to expand the existing right-of-way to comply with Company clearance standards for a 115 kV 
transmission line. 
2 The DA-AN line along County Road 62/245th Avenue was proposed to be reconstructed to 115 kV standards as part 
of the Brookings County to Hampton 345 kV Transmission Line Project (MPUC Docket No. ET2/TL-08-1474) 
(“Brookings Project”) through a Plan and Profile filing approved by the Commission on November 5, 2012 (eDocket 
Document No. 201211-80387-01). Even though the DA-AN line will be rebuilt to 115 kV standards as part of the 
Brookings Project, it is included as part of this proposal for purposes of obtaining permission to operate it at 115 kV.  
3 The breaker station, currently intended to be called the “Veseli Breaker Station” will be constructed, owned and 
operated by Xcel Energy. Xcel Energy anticipates it will expand its existing Veseli Distribution Substation to the north 



  Attachment C 
 

 

at 69 kV until approximately 2022, and the other side of the double circuit line will 
operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030. 

Collectively, the segments discussed above will be referred to as the “Project.” The Project must be 
complete by 2016 to address overloads that have been identified in the Project area, although 
operation of the system at 115 kV is not anticipated until 2022. The area under consideration for 
the location of the Project is depicted in Attachment 1.  
 
This notice is being provided to those who fall within one or more of the categories listed below as 
they relate to the area (“Notice Area”) shown on Attachment 1: 

• Landowners with property within the Notice Area; 
• Residents within the Notice Area; 
• Local units of government in and around the Notice Area; 
• Local and State elected officials; or 
• State and local government agencies and offices. 

 
Regulatory Process Overview 
 
For the Project, the Commission must determine whether the Project is needed (Certificate of 
Need) and where the Project should be located (Route Permit). Before the Project can be 
constructed, the Commission must first certify that the Project is needed. The certification of the 
Project is governed by Minnesota law, including Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.243, and 
Minnesota Rules Chapters 7829 and 7849, specifically Rules 7849.0010 to 7849.0400 and 
7849.1000 to 7849.2100. In the Certificate of Need proceeding, the Commission will analyze 
whether Great River Energy has proposed the most appropriate size, type, and timing for the 
Project. The Certificate of Need application, once submitted, can be obtained by visiting the 
Commission’s website at www.puc.state.mn.us in Docket No. ET2/CN-12-___. 
 
In addition to certifying the Project, the Commission must also grant a Route Permit for the 
Project. The routing of the Project is governed by Minnesota law, including Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 216E and Minnesota Rules Chapter 7850, specifically Rules 7850.2900 to 7850.4600, as 
they pertain to the alternative permitting process. Information on the Route Permit application, 
once filed, can be obtained by visiting the Commission’s website in Docket No. ET2/TL-12-___. 
 
Minnesota Department of Commerce Energy Facility Permitting staff (“EFP”) is responsible for 
conducting environmental review of the Project. EFP will prepare an environmental report for the 
Certificate of Need proceeding. EFP will prepare an environmental assessment (“EA”) for the 
Route Permit proceeding. EFP may elect to combine these two documents and issue one 
document, an EA, which satisfies the environmental review requirements for the Certificate of 
Need and Route Permit proceedings. 
 

                                                                                                                                        
and east to accommodate the 69 kV breakers. It is not proposed as part of this Project as it will be only constructed to 
69 kV operating standards at this time and local approvals will be obtained related to that construction. Xcel Energy 
will seek whatever approvals are necessary at the time it converts the operation of the facility to 115 kV if any approvals 
are necessary. 

http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
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Great River Energy will be submitting an application for a Route Permit and will identify the route 
which it prefers for the Project. More detail on the routes Great River Energy intends to propose 
for the Project in its Route Permit Application is shown on Attachment 2. Other routes can be 
proposed during the EA scoping process to be completed by EFP. As part of its analysis, EFP will 
evaluate the route proposed by Great River Energy in its Route Permit application and any other 
routes proposed during the scoping process that will aid in the Commission’s decision on the 
Route Permit application. The Commission may determine that a route submitted by Great River 
Energy, or a route proposed during the scoping process, or some combination of such routes is the 
most appropriate route for the Project. Selection of a final route by the Commission will be based 
on evaluation of the routes, guided by the Factors identified in Minnesota Statutes Section 
216E.03, subdivision 7, Minnesota Rule 7850.4100, and stakeholder input received during the 
regulatory process. 
 
For the Project, where Great River Energy is proposing new construction, we anticipate that we will 
obtain a 70-foot wide permanent right-of-way. Where Great River Energy is proposing to rebuild 
existing 69 kV transmission facilities, the right-of-way measures 28 to 70 feet in width. Before 
beginning construction, Great River Energy will acquire additional property rights for the right-of-
way where necessary, typically through an easement that will be negotiated with the landowner for 
each parcel. For the portions of the Project that are being rebuilt, Great River Energy will not 
necessarily acquire additional property rights if we determine that the 115 kV facilities can be 
operated within the existing rights-of-way. Areas where Great River Energy anticipates that property 
rights will need to be acquired will be identified in our Route Permit application. 
 
The proposed structures for the Project are primarily single pole, wood structures approximately 
75 to 95 feet above ground. Structures are proposed to be placed using spans of approximately 200 
to 500 feet, with an average span of approximately 300 feet. Additionally, specialty structures, other 
than the single pole wood structures discussed above, may be used through areas of environmental 
sensitivity or where construction conditions require their use. 
 
Need for the Project 
 
The 69 kV transmission system to the west of the Project area and bounded by the Scott County, 
Carver County, Owatonna, and Faribault substations (“Scott-Faribault System”) is at risk of 
experiencing low voltage and transmission system overload issues by 2016. To provide sufficient 
support to the Scott-Faribault System, transmission planning engineers determined that connecting 
that system to the 69 kV transmission system in the Project area (“Cleary-Elko System”) would 
alleviate the identified transmission load-serving deficiencies on the Scott-Faribault System. 
Connecting these two systems would require construction of a new double circuit line between the 
New Market Substation and the proposed 69 kV Veseli Breaker Station.  

Further analysis determined that without any additional upgrades to the existing Cleary-Elko 
System, connecting this system to the Scott-Faribault System would result in overload conditions 
on the lines identified to be rebuilt as part of this Project. Although Great River Energy initially 
investigated rebuilding these lines at 69 kV, it was determined that operation of these facilities at 
115 kV would be necessary within the standard transmission planning timeframe (2022 for the 
facilities located in the south portion of the Project area and 2030 for the facilities located in the 
north portion of the Project area). Therefore, Great River Energy determined it was in the interest 
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of the Company, the Company’s cooperatives, and the cooperatives’ ratepayers to construct the 
lines to 115 kV standards at this time. To meet the 69 kV needs of the area, however, the Project 
must be constructed by 2016. 

Biennial Transmission Planning 
 
Minnesota statutes include a requirement that each electric transmission-owning utility in the state 
file a biennial transmission planning report with the Commission in the fall of odd years. These 
reports provide an excellent source of background information on the transmission planning 
process used by utilities in Minnesota. The 2011 Biennial Transmission Planning Report is 
available at: www.minnelectrans.com.  
 
Project Notifications 
 
To subscribe to the Project Certificate of Need docket and receive email notifications when 
information is filed that is related to the Certificate of Need for the Project, please visit 
www.puc.state.mn.us, click on the “Subscribe to a Docket” button, enter your email address and 
select “Docket Number” from the Type of Subscription dropdown box, then select “12” from the 
first Docket Number dropdown box and enter “___” in the second box before clicking on the 
“Add to List” button. You must then click the “Save” button at the bottom of the page to confirm 
your subscription to the Project Docket. These same steps can be followed to subscribe to the 
Project Route Permit docket (Docket No. ET2/TL-12-_____). 
 
Please visit http://greatriverenergy.com/deliveringelectricity/currentprojects/ for more information 
on the Project. If you have questions about the process, you may contact the Minnesota regulatory 
staff listed below: 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
Bret Eknes 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
651.296.7124 
800.657.3782 
bret.eknes@state.mn.us 
www.puc.state.mn.us  

Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Deborah Pile, State Permit Manager 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
651.297.2375 
800.657.3794 
deborah.pile@state.mn.us 

 
If you would like to have your name added to the Project Route Permit mailing list (Docket No. 
ET2/TL-12____), you may register by visiting the Department of Commerce webpage at 
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/, clicking on the “Transmission Lines” tab, selecting the link for 
the 115 kV Transmission Line Project in the Elko New Market and Cleary Lake Areas from the 
listed projects, and then clicking the links next to the “Mailing List” heading. Alternately, you may 
contact Department of Commerce staff at the address above. Please be aware that the Route 
Permit mailing list may not be available for online registration until the Route Permit application is 
submitted. 
 

http://www.minnelectrans.com/
http://greatriverenergy.com/deliveringelectricity/currentprojects/
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
mailto:deborah.pile@state.mn.us
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A separate service list is maintained for the Certificate of Need proceeding. To be placed on the 
Project Certificate of Need mailing list (Docket No. ET2/CN-12-____), mail, fax, or email Robin 
Benson at Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place E., Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 
55101-2147, Fax: 651-297-7073 or robin.benson@state.mn.us. 
 
The Great River Energy contacts for questions about this Project are: 
 
Carole L. Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission Permitting and 
Compliance  
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Gove, MN 55369 
763.445.5214 
cschmidt@GREnergy.com 

Peter Schaub 
Senior Field Representative 
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763.445.5976 
612.801.7370 
pschaub@GREnergy.com 

 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carole L Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission Permitting and Compliance 
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Project Need 
Great River Energy, power supplier to Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative (MVEC) and 27 other 
Minnesota cooperatives, proposes to rebuild a portion of the existing 69 kV transmission system and 
construct a new double circuit transmission line in Scott and Rice counties. These upgrades will 
improve the reliability of the transmission system in the area, and address risks associated with low 
voltage and transmission line overloading that were identified in a study of the 69 kV transmission 
system bounded by the Carver County, Scott County, Faribault and Owatonna areas. 
 
Project Goal/Description 
This project includes constructing a new transmission line and rebuilding existing transmission lines. All 
lines will be built or rebuilt to 115 kV standards but will operate at 69 kV until load growth dictates the 
need for an increase in voltage. The lines that are rebuilt will generally remain in the current centerline; 
however, existing structures and other construction considerations may require that some portions be 
offset from the centerline. Where necessary, property owners along the existing lines will be contacted 
to discuss acquisition of easements for additional transmission line right-of-way. Property owners along 
the new transmission line route will be contacted to discuss acquisition of easements. The new 
transmission line route will require a 70-foot wide right-of-way, 35 feet on either side of the centerline.  
 
Some segments of the transmission lines will carry distribution line underbuild (see photo at right). In 
most cases, round wood structures ranging in height from 75 - 95 feet above ground will be used. Span 
lengths will range from 200 feet to 500 feet. This project will include the following components:  
 

o Rebuild approximately 3.5 miles of the existing Great River Energy single circuit 69 kV “MV-PN” 
line to 115 kV standards from Prior Lake Junction south to Credit River Junction;  

o Rebuild approximately 2.4 miles of the existing Great River Energy single circuit 69 kV “MV-CR” 
line to 115 kV standards from  Credit River Junction west past MVEC’s Cleary Lake Substation 
to Xcel Energy’s Credit River Substation; 

o Permit the 2.0 miles of existing Great River Energy double circuit 69 kV “DA-AN” line to operate 
at 115 kV between the new Chub Lake Substation and Natchez Avenue (to be strung on quad 
circuit structures as part of the CapX2020 Brookings 345 kV project); 

o Rebuild approximately 5.6 miles of the existing Great River Energy single circuit 69 kV “MV-PN” 
(New Market to Elko) 69 kV transmission line to 115 kV standards (along 250th Street between 
Panama Avenue and Natchez Avenue); 

o Construct approximately 5.4 miles of new double circuit transmission line (see photo at right) 
from the New Market – Elko “MV-PN” line to Xcel Energy’s Veseli 69 kV breaker station.  

 
Trees 
Removal of trees and vegetation along the transmission line right-of-way will be necessary for safety 
and maintenance purposes. A representative from Great River Energy will contact property owners 
before any tree work takes place to discuss the work and access to the easement area. 
 
Project Schedule 
Project contact and/or notifications ------------------------------  Winter 2012/2013 
Permitting --------------------------------------------------------------  Winter 2013 – Spring 2014 
Survey/Design --------------------------------------------------------  Spring 2014 – Spring 2015 
Easement/Environmental permits ------------------------------- June 2014 – December 2014 
Transmission Line Construction ---------------------------------  February 2015 - March 2016 
Energization -----------------------------------------------------------  April 2016 
 
For project updates and information contact: 
 

  

Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 

Maple Grove, MN 55369-4718 
1-888-521-0130 

www.greatriverenergy.com 

Elko New Market and Cleary Lake Areas Transmission Upgrade 

Peter M. Schaub 
Sr. Field Representative 

Great River Energy - Land Rights Department 
(763) 445-5976 or 1-888-521-0130 

pschaub@grenergy.com 

Carole Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission Permitting and Compliance 

Great River Energy – Environmental Services Department 
763-445-5214 

cschmidt@grenergy.com 

Typical 115 kV Wood 
Single Circuit   

Transmission Line 
Structure with 

Distribution Underbuild 

Typical 115 kV Wood 
Double Circuit   

Transmission Line 
Structure without 

Distribution Underbuild 

Attachment 2



Date last revised: 11/9/2012 

")

")

")

")

")

")")

")

")

")

")

")
")

")

")

")

#*

#*

#*

!(

!(

#*

")

Credit River
Junction

Rebuild existing 
transmission line to 115 kVNew 115 kV 

double circuit
transmission line Alternate route 

for new 115 kV 
double circuit

transmission line

New Xcel Energy 69 kV Veseli Breaker Station

Prior Lake
Junction

Alternate route 
for new 115 kV 

transmission line

Rebuild existing 
transmission line to 115 kVXcel Energy 

Credit River

Permit line to operate at 115 kV

Rebuild existing 
transmission line to 115 kV

New
Market

Ritter
Park

Spring
Lake

Dakota
Heights

Prior
Lake

Elko

Burnscott

Orchard
Lake

Cleary
Lake

Colonial
Hills

Chub Lake
(Under Construction)

Fish
Lake

Jeffers
Wildlife Pond

Hanrahan
Lake

Marion
Lake

Cynthia
Lake

Spring
Lake

Mud Bay

Upper
Prior Lake

Cedar Lake

Porter
Creek

Markley Lake

Sutton
Lake

Sweetbrier Lake

Pettit
Wildlife
Pond

Hickey
Lake

Howard
Lake

Nash
Lake

Cedar
Lake

Thole Lake

Lennon
Lake

Kane
Lake

Murphy
Lake

Rice
Lake

Lower
Prior
Lake

Crystal Lake

Keller
Lake

O'Dowd
Lake

162nd St W

CSAH-10

C
SA

H
-1

1

Lucerne Blvd 210th St W

C
SA

H
- 2

3

Main St

Kenwood Tr

CSAH-5

Credit River Blvd

Ve
rn

o n
 A

v e

Fa
ir l

aw
n 

A
ve

267th St W

30th St W

295th St W

154th St

Dak
ota

 Ave

250th St E

260th St E

H
az

el
w

oo
d 

Av
e

280th St W

M
us

ht
ow

n 
R

d

E 220th St

N
ew

po
rt

 A
v e

245th St E

Egan Dr

290th St

185th St W

240th St E

140th St

Pi
lls

bu
ry

 A
ve

M
arschall R

d

Texas A
ve

E 200th St

217th St W

D
od

d 
B

lv
d

C
R

-7
5

29th Ave

Fl
ag

 T
r

N
at

ch
ez

 A
v e

R
ed

w
in

g  
A v

e

40th St W

CSAH-60

220th St E
CSAH-8

190th St E
N Sutton Lake Blvd

W 150th St

280th St E

Za
ch

ar
y 

Av
e

M
alibu Ave

45th St W

B
as

el
in

e  
A v

e

K
en

ric
k 

Av
e

Va
lle

y 
Fo

rg
e 

R
d

Pa
na

m
a 

Av
e

La
ng

fo
rd

 A
ve

240th St240th St W

230th St E

MN-13

220th St W

Ja
ck

so
n 

Av
e

H
al

st
ad

 A
ve

14
1s

t A
ve

R
ev

er
e 

A
ve

CSAH-2

215th St W

M
arystow

n Rd

W 160th St E

Howard Lake Rd

Xeon Ave

I-35

")282

")13

")19

§̈¦35

§̈¦35W

§̈¦35

CPR

Prior Lake
Reservation

Dakota
County

Scott
County

Rice County

T 115N
R 23W

T 113N
R 22W

T 112N
R 23W

T 114N
R 22W

T 112N
R 20W

T 113N
R 21W

T 113N
R 20W

T 113N
R 23W

T 112N
R 22W

T 114N
R 21W

T 115N
R 21W

T 112N
R 21W

T 114N
R 23W

T 114N
R 20W

T 115N
R 22W

T 115N
R 20W

Cedar Lake
Township

Wheatland
Township

Eureka
Township

Helena
Township

Greenvale
Township

Spring Lake
Township

Sand
Creek

Township

Louisville
Township

Webster
Township

Credit
River

Township

New Market
Township

MV-GO DA-CO

D
A-

O
LXMV-PL

M
V-

E
C

X

DA-BK

MV-CR

MV-GO

M
V-G

O

DA-AN

DA-OL

M
V-

P
N

M
V-

S
L

MV-PN

DA-LAX

M
V-

S
N

M
V-

PN

City of
Savage City of

Burnsville

City of
Prior
Lake

City of
Lakeville

City of
Shakopee

Lake
Marion

Kenrick

Eagle
Creek

±0 1 20.5 Miles

GIS Data sources include: MNGEO, MNDNR, MNDOT, and Great River Energy

Existing Dakota Electric Cooperative
") Distribution Substation

Proposed Great River Energy
115 kV Transmission Line

Proposed Route
Alternate Route
Permit line to operate at 115 kV

Existing Great River Energy
115 kV Transmission Line
69 kV Transmission Line

#* Transmission Substation

New Xcel Energy
") 69 kV Breaker Station

Existing Xcel Energy
69 kV Transmission Line
115 kV Transmission Line

!( Distribution Substation

   

Proposed Project 

Attachment 2



  Attachment D 

 

 
____, 2013 
 
RE: Notice of Certificate of Need Application for Great River Energy’s 115 kV Transmission 
Line Project in the Elko New Market and Clearly Lake Areas in Scott and Rice Counties, 
Minnesota 
MPUC Docket No.: ET2/CN-_____ 
 
Dear Local Government Representative or Elected Official: 
 
Great River Energy, a Minnesota cooperative corporation, is proposing a 115 kV transmission line 
project in the townships of Cedar Lake, Credit River, Spring Lake, and New Market, townships 
and the City of Prior Lake in Scott County, and Wheatland Township in Rice County, Minnesota. 
Great River Energy will file applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Public 
Utilities Commission (“Commission”) and request permission to:  
 

• Rebuild approximately 3.5 miles of existing single circuit 69 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission 
line to 115 kV standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030, along primarily 
existing right-of-way,1 from Prior Lake Junction to Credit River Junction in Credit River 
Township and the City of Prior Lake in Scott County, Minnesota;  

• Rebuild approximately 2.4 miles of existing single circuit 69 kV transmission line to 115 kV 
standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030, along existing right-of-way, 
between the Credit River Distribution Substation (owned by Northern States Power 
Company, doing business as “Xcel Energy”) and Credit River Junction in Spring Lake and 
Credit River townships in Scott County, Minnesota; 

• Permit approximately 2.0 miles of existing double circuit 69 kV transmission line between 
Great River Energy’s Chub Lake Substation (currently under construction) and Natchez 
Avenue to be operated at 115 kV by approximately 2022, in New Market Township, Scott 
County, Minnesota; 2 

• Rebuild approximately 5.6 miles of existing single circuit 69 kV transmission line to 115 kV 
standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2022, along existing right-of-way from 
Natchez Avenue, Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative’s (“Minnesota Valley”) Elko 
Substation and Minnesota Valley’s New Market Substation in New Market and Cedar Lake 
townships in Scott County, Minnesota; and 

• Construct approximately 5.4 miles of new double circuit transmission line to 115 kV 
standards but to be operated at 69 kV between the Minnesota Valley’s New Market 
Substation to a new 69 kV breaker station in Wheatland Township (“Veseli Breaker 

                                           
1 Deviations from the existing right-of-way may be proposed where Great River Energy has determined that there is not 
sufficient space to expand the existing right-of-way to comply with Company clearance standards for a 115 kV 
transmission line. 
2 The DA-AN line along County Road 62/245th Avenue was proposed to be reconstructed to 115 kV standards as part 
of the Brookings County to Hampton 345 kV Transmission Line Project (Docket No. ET2/TL-08-1474) (“Brookings 
Project”) through a Plan and Profile filing approved by the Commission on November 5, 2012 (eDocket Document 
No. 201211-80387-01). Even though the DA-AN line will be rebuilt to 115 kV standards as part of the Brookings 
Project, it is included as part of this proposal for purposes of obtaining permission to operate it at 115 kV.  
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Station”),3 in Rice County, Minnesota. One side of the double circuit line will be operated 
at 69 kV until approximately 2022, and the other side of the double circuit line will 
operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030. 

Collectively, the segments discussed above will be referred to as the “Project.” The Project must be 
complete by 2016 to address overloads that have been identified in the Project area, although 
operation of the system at 115 kV is not anticipated until 2022. The area under consideration for 
the location of the Project is depicted in Attachment 1.  
 
This notice is being provided to those who fall within one or more of the categories listed below as 
they relate to the area (“Notice Area”) shown on Attachment 1: 

• Landowners with property within the Notice Area; 
• Residents within the Notice Area; 
• Local units of government in and around the Notice Area; 
• Local and State elected officials; or 
• State and local government agencies and offices. 

 
Because your constituents may have questions related to the Project, we wanted to inform you of 
our proposal and also how you and your constituents may get involved in the regulatory process 
for the Project. 
 
Regulatory Process Overview 
 
For the Project, the Commission must determine whether the Project is needed (Certificate of 
Need) and where the Project should be located (Route Permit). Before the Project can be 
constructed, the Commission must first certify that the Project is needed. The certification of the 
Project is governed by Minnesota law, including Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.243, and 
Minnesota Rules Chapters 7829 and 7849, specifically Rules 7849.0010 to 7849.0400 and 
7849.1000 to 7849.2100. In the Certificate of Need proceeding, the Commission will analyze 
whether Great River Energy has proposed the most appropriate size, type, and timing for the 
Project. The Certificate of Need application, once submitted, can be obtained by visiting the 
Commission’s website at www.puc.state.mn.us in Docket No. ET2/CN-12-___. 
 
In addition to certifying the Project, the Commission must also grant a Route Permit for the 
Project. The routing of the Project is governed by Minnesota law, including Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 216E and Minnesota Rules Chapter 7850, specifically Rules 7850.2900 to 7850.4600, as 
they pertain to the alternative permitting process. Information on the Route Permit application, 
once filed, can be obtained by visiting the Commission’s website in Docket No. ET2/TL-12-___. 
 

                                           
3 The breaker station, currently intended to be called the “Veseli Breaker Station” will be constructed, owned and 
operated by Xcel Energy. Xcel Energy anticipates it will expand its existing Veseli Distribution Substation to the north 
and east to accommodate the 69 kV breakers. It is not proposed as part of this Project as it will be only constructed to 
69 kV operating standards at this time and local approvals will be obtained related to that construction. Xcel Energy 
will seek whatever approvals are necessary at the time it converts the operation of the facility to 115 kV if any approvals 
are necessary. 

http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
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Minnesota Department of Commerce Energy Facility Permitting staff (“EFP”) is responsible for 
conducting environmental review of the Project. EFP will prepare an environmental report for the 
Certificate of Need proceeding. EFP will prepare an environmental assessment (“EA”) for the 
Route Permit proceeding. EFP may elect to combine these two documents and issue one 
document, an EA, which satisfies the environmental review requirements for the Certificate of 
Need and Route Permit proceedings. 
 
Great River Energy will be submitting an application for a Route Permit and will identify the route 
which it prefers for the Project. More detail on the routes Great River Energy intends to propose 
for the Project in its Route Permit Application is shown on Attachment 2. Other routes can be 
proposed during the EA scoping process to be completed by EFP. As part of its analysis, EFP will 
evaluate the route proposed by Great River Energy in its Route Permit application and any other 
routes proposed during the scoping process that will aid in the Commission’s decision on the 
Route Permit application. The Commission may determine that a route submitted by Great River 
Energy, or a route proposed during the scoping process, or some combination of such routes is the 
most appropriate route for the Project. Selection of a final route by the Commission will be based 
on evaluation of the routes, guided by the Factors identified in Minnesota Statutes Section 
216E.03, subdivision 7, Minnesota Rule 7850.4100, and stakeholder input received during the 
regulatory process. 
 
For the Project, where Great River Energy is proposing new construction, we anticipate that we will 
obtain a 70-foot wide permanent right-of-way. Where Great River Energy is proposing to rebuild 
existing 69 kV transmission facilities, the right-of-way measures 28 to 70 feet in width. Before 
beginning construction, Great River Energy will acquire additional property rights for the right-of-
way where necessary, typically through an easement that will be negotiated with the landowner for 
each parcel. For the portions of the Project that are being rebuilt, Great River Energy will not 
necessarily acquire additional property rights if we determine that the 115 kV facilities can be 
operated within the existing rights-of-way. Areas where Great River Energy anticipates that property 
rights will need to be acquired will be identified in our Route Permit application. 
 
The proposed structures for the Project are primarily single pole, wood structures approximately 
75 to 95 feet above ground. Structures are proposed to be placed using spans of approximately 200 
to 500 feet, with an average span of approximately 300 feet. Additionally, specialty structures, other 
than the single pole wood structures discussed above, may be used through areas of environmental 
sensitivity or where construction conditions require their use. 
 
Need for the Project 
 
The 69 kV transmission system to the west of the Project area and bounded by the Scott County, 
Carver County, Owatonna, and Faribault substations (“Scott-Faribault System”) is at risk of 
experiencing low voltage and transmission system overload issues by 2016. To provide sufficient 
support to the Scott-Faribault System, transmission planning engineers determined that connecting 
that system to the 69 kV transmission system in the Project area (“Cleary-Elko System”) would 
alleviate the identified transmission load-serving deficiencies on the Scott-Faribault System. 
Connecting these two systems would require construction of a new double circuit line between the 
New Market Substation and the proposed 69 kV Veseli Breaker Station.  



  Attachment D 

 

Further analysis determined that without any additional upgrades to the existing Cleary-Elko 
System, connecting this system to the Scott-Faribault System would result in overload conditions 
on the lines identified to be rebuilt as part of this Project. Although Great River Energy initially 
investigated rebuilding these lines at 69 kV, it was determined that operation of these facilities at 
115 kV would be necessary within the standard transmission planning timeframe (2022 for the 
facilities located in the south portion of the Project area and 2030 for the facilities located in the 
north portion of the Project area). Therefore, Great River Energy determined it was in the interest 
of the Company, the Company’s cooperatives, and the cooperatives’ ratepayers to construct the 
lines to 115 kV standards at this time. To meet the 69 kV needs of the area, however, the Project 
must be constructed by 2016. 

Biennial Transmission Planning 
 
Minnesota statutes include a requirement that each electric transmission-owning utility in the state 
file a biennial transmission planning report with the Commission in the fall of odd years. These 
reports provide an excellent source of background information on the transmission planning 
process used by utilities in Minnesota. The 2011 Biennial Transmission Planning Report is 
available at: www.minnelectrans.com.  
 
Project Notifications 
 
To subscribe to the Project Certificate of Need docket and receive email notifications when 
information is filed that is related to the Certificate of Need for the Project, please visit 
www.puc.state.mn.us, click on the “Subscribe to a Docket” button, enter your email address and 
select “Docket Number” from the Type of Subscription dropdown box, then select “12” from the 
first Docket Number dropdown box and enter “___” in the second box before clicking on the 
“Add to List” button. You must then click the “Save” button at the bottom of the page to confirm 
your subscription to the Project Docket. These same steps can be followed to subscribe to the 
Project Route Permit docket (Docket No. ET2/TL-12-_____). 
 
Please visit http://greatriverenergy.com/deliveringelectricity/currentprojects/ for more information 
on the Project. If you have questions about the process, you may contact the Minnesota regulatory 
staff listed below: 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
Bret Eknes 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
651.296.7124 
800.657.3782 
bret.eknes@state.mn.us 
www.puc.state.mn.us  

Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Deborah Pile, State Permit Manager 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
651.297.2375 
800.657.3794 
deborah.pile@state.mn.us 

 

http://www.minnelectrans.com/
http://greatriverenergy.com/deliveringelectricity/currentprojects/
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
mailto:deborah.pile@state.mn.us
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If you would like to have your name added to the Project Route Permit mailing list (Docket No. 
ET2/TL-12____), you may register by visiting the Department of Commerce webpage at 
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/, clicking on the “Transmission Lines” tab, selecting the link for 
the 115 kV Transmission Line Project in the Elko New Market and Cleary Lake Areas from the 
listed projects, and then clicking the links next to the “Mailing List” heading. Alternately, you may 
contact Department of Commerce staff at the address above. Please be aware that the Route 
Permit mailing list may not be available for online registration until the Route Permit application is 
submitted. 
 
A separate service list is maintained for the Certificate of Need proceeding. To be placed on the 
Project Certificate of Need mailing list (Docket No. ET2/CN-12-____), mail, fax, or email Robin 
Benson at Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place E., Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 
55101-2147, Fax: 651-297-7073 or robin.benson@state.mn.us. 
 
The Great River Energy contacts for questions about this Project are: 
 
Carole L. Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission Permitting and 
Compliance  
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Gove, MN 55369 
763.445.5214 
cschmidt@GREnergy.com 

Peter Schaub 
Senior Field Representative 
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763.445.5976 
612.801.7370 
pschaub@GREnergy.com 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carole L Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission Permitting and Compliance 
 
 
 

mailto:robin.benson@state.mn.us
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Date last revised: 11/9/2012 

Project Need 
Great River Energy, power supplier to Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative (MVEC) and 27 other 
Minnesota cooperatives, proposes to rebuild a portion of the existing 69 kV transmission system and 
construct a new double circuit transmission line in Scott and Rice counties. These upgrades will 
improve the reliability of the transmission system in the area, and address risks associated with low 
voltage and transmission line overloading that were identified in a study of the 69 kV transmission 
system bounded by the Carver County, Scott County, Faribault and Owatonna areas. 
 
Project Goal/Description 
This project includes constructing a new transmission line and rebuilding existing transmission lines. All 
lines will be built or rebuilt to 115 kV standards but will operate at 69 kV until load growth dictates the 
need for an increase in voltage. The lines that are rebuilt will generally remain in the current centerline; 
however, existing structures and other construction considerations may require that some portions be 
offset from the centerline. Where necessary, property owners along the existing lines will be contacted 
to discuss acquisition of easements for additional transmission line right-of-way. Property owners along 
the new transmission line route will be contacted to discuss acquisition of easements. The new 
transmission line route will require a 70-foot wide right-of-way, 35 feet on either side of the centerline.  
 
Some segments of the transmission lines will carry distribution line underbuild (see photo at right). In 
most cases, round wood structures ranging in height from 75 - 95 feet above ground will be used. Span 
lengths will range from 200 feet to 500 feet. This project will include the following components:  
 

o Rebuild approximately 3.5 miles of the existing Great River Energy single circuit 69 kV “MV-PN” 
line to 115 kV standards from Prior Lake Junction south to Credit River Junction;  

o Rebuild approximately 2.4 miles of the existing Great River Energy single circuit 69 kV “MV-CR” 
line to 115 kV standards from  Credit River Junction west past MVEC’s Cleary Lake Substation 
to Xcel Energy’s Credit River Substation; 

o Permit the 2.0 miles of existing Great River Energy double circuit 69 kV “DA-AN” line to operate 
at 115 kV between the new Chub Lake Substation and Natchez Avenue (to be strung on quad 
circuit structures as part of the CapX2020 Brookings 345 kV project); 

o Rebuild approximately 5.6 miles of the existing Great River Energy single circuit 69 kV “MV-PN” 
(New Market to Elko) 69 kV transmission line to 115 kV standards (along 250th Street between 
Panama Avenue and Natchez Avenue); 

o Construct approximately 5.4 miles of new double circuit transmission line (see photo at right) 
from the New Market – Elko “MV-PN” line to Xcel Energy’s Veseli 69 kV breaker station.  

 
Trees 
Removal of trees and vegetation along the transmission line right-of-way will be necessary for safety 
and maintenance purposes. A representative from Great River Energy will contact property owners 
before any tree work takes place to discuss the work and access to the easement area. 
 
Project Schedule 
Project contact and/or notifications ------------------------------  Winter 2012/2013 
Permitting --------------------------------------------------------------  Winter 2013 – Spring 2014 
Survey/Design --------------------------------------------------------  Spring 2014 – Spring 2015 
Easement/Environmental permits ------------------------------- June 2014 – December 2014 
Transmission Line Construction ---------------------------------  February 2015 - March 2016 
Energization -----------------------------------------------------------  April 2016 
 
For project updates and information contact: 
 

  

Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 

Maple Grove, MN 55369-4718 
1-888-521-0130 

www.greatriverenergy.com 

Elko New Market and Cleary Lake Areas Transmission Upgrade 

Peter M. Schaub 
Sr. Field Representative 

Great River Energy - Land Rights Department 
(763) 445-5976 or 1-888-521-0130 

pschaub@grenergy.com 

Carole Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission Permitting and Compliance 

Great River Energy – Environmental Services Department 
763-445-5214 

cschmidt@grenergy.com 

Typical 115 kV Wood 
Single Circuit   

Transmission Line 
Structure with 

Distribution Underbuild 

Typical 115 kV Wood 
Double Circuit   

Transmission Line 
Structure without 

Distribution Underbuild 
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County City Town 
Rice -- Webster 

Wheaton 
Scott Elko New Market 

Prior Lake 
Savage 

Cedar Lake 
Credit River 
New Market 
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State Elected Congress and Senate 
Rep. Tony Albright 
Rep. David Bly 
Rep. Kelby Woodward 
Sen. Kevin Dahle 
Sen. Eric Pratt 

Rep. John Kline 
Rep. Tim Walz 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
Sen. Al Franken 

 * This list will be revised if necessary once election results are certified.  
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Agencies Regional Development 
Commissions 

Soil & Water Conservation 
Districts 

Watershed Districts 

Minnesota Board of Water 
and Soil Resources 
 
Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture 
 
Minnesota Department of 
Health 
 
Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources 
 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation 
 
Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency 
 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
 
State Historic Preservation 
Office-Minnesota Historical 
Society 
 
St. Paul District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 
 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Metropolitan Council  Scott County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
 
Rice County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

Prior Lake-Spring Lake 
Watershed District 
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NOTICE 
Great River Energy to Propose to Construct a 115 kV Electric Transmission Line in the Elko New 

Market and Cleary Lake Areas in Scott and Rice Counties 
 

Great River Energy, a Minnesota cooperative corporation, is proposing a 115 kV transmission line 
project in the townships of Cedar Lake, Credit River, Spring Lake, and New Market, townships 
and the City of Prior Lake in Scott County, and Wheatland Township in Rice County, Minnesota. 
Great River Energy will file applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Public 
Utilities Commission (“Commission”) and request permission to:  
 

• Rebuild approximately 3.5 miles of existing single circuit 69 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission 
line to 115 kV standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030, along primarily 
existing right-of-way, from Prior Lake Junction to Credit River Junction in Credit River 
Township and the City of Prior Lake in Scott County, Minnesota;  

• Rebuild approximately 2.4 miles of existing single circuit 69 kV transmission line to 115 kV 
standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030, along existing right-of-way, 
between the Credit River Distribution Substation (owned by Northern States Power 
Company, doing business as “Xcel Energy”) and Credit River Junction in Spring Lake and 
Credit River townships in Scott County, Minnesota; 

• Permit approximately 2.0 miles of existing double circuit 69 kV transmission line between 
Great River Energy’s Chub Lake Substation (currently under construction) and Natchez 
Avenue to be operated at 115 kV by approximately 2022, in New Market Township, Scott 
County, Minnesota; 

• Rebuild approximately 5.6 miles of existing single circuit 69 kV transmission line to 115 kV 
standards, but operated at 69 kV until approximately 2022, along existing right-of-way from 
Natchez Avenue, Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative’s (“Minnesota Valley”) Elko 
Substation and Minnesota Valley’s New Market Substation in New Market and Cedar Lake 
townships in Scott County, Minnesota; and 

• Construct approximately 5.4 miles of new double circuit transmission line to 115 kV 
standards but to be operated at 69 kV between the Minnesota Valley’s New Market 
Substation to a new 69 kV breaker station in Wheatland Township (“Veseli Breaker 
Station”), in Rice County, Minnesota. One side of the double circuit line will be operated 
at 69 kV until approximately 2022, and the other side of the double circuit line will 
operated at 69 kV until approximately 2030. 

Collectively, the segments discussed above will be referred to as the “Project.” The Project must be 
complete by 2016 to address overloads that have been identified in the Project area, although 
operation of the system at 115 kV is not anticipated until 2022. 
 
Project Information 
For the Project, where Great River Energy is proposing new construction, we anticipate that we will 
obtain a 70-foot wide permanent right-of-way. Where Great River Energy is proposing to rebuild 
existing 69 kV transmission facilities, the right-of-way measures 28 to 70 feet in width. Before 
beginning construction, Great River Energy will acquire additional property rights for the right-of-
way where necessary, typically through an easement that will be negotiated with the landowner for 
each parcel. For the portions of the Project that are being rebuilt, Great River Energy will not 
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necessarily acquire additional property rights if we determine that the 115 kV facilities can be 
operated within the existing rights-of-way. Areas where Great River Energy anticipates that property 
rights will need to be acquired will be identified in our Route Permit application. 
 
The proposed structures for the Project are primarily single pole, wood structures approximately 
75 to 95 feet above ground. Structures are proposed to be placed using spans of approximately 200 
to 500 feet, with an average span of approximately 300 feet.  
 
Need for the Project 
The Project is needed to improve local reliability and address existing thermal overloads and low 
voltage concerns. Great River Energy also participates in biennial transmission planning with the 
most recent plan available at www.minnelectrans.com. 
 
Regulatory Process Overview 
For the Project, the Commission must determine whether the Project is needed (Certificate of 
Need) and where the Project should be located (Route Permit). Before the Project can be 
constructed, the Commission must first certify that the Project is needed. The certification of the 
Project is governed by Minnesota law, including Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.243, and 
Minnesota Rules Chapters 7829 and 7849, specifically Rules 7849.0010 to 7849.0400 and 
7849.1000 to 7849.2100. In the Certificate of Need proceeding, the Commission will analyze 
whether Great River Energy has proposed the most appropriate size, type, and timing for the 
Project. The Certificate of Need application, once submitted, can be obtained by visiting the 
Commission’s website at www.puc.state.mn.us in Docket No. ET2/CN-12-___. 
 
Public Involvement 
If you would like to have your name added to the Project Route Permit mailing list (Docket No. 
ET2/TL-12____), you may register by visiting the Department of Commerce webpage at 
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/, clicking on the “Transmission Lines” tab, selecting the link for 
the 115 kV Transmission Line Project in the Elko New Market and Cleary Lake Areas from the 
listed projects, and then clicking the links next to the “Mailing List” heading. Alternately, you may 
contact Department of Commerce staff at the address above. Please be aware that the Route 
Permit mailing list may not be available for online registration until the Route Permit application is 
submitted. 
 
A separate service list is maintained for the Certificate of Need proceeding. To be placed on the 
Project Certificate of Need mailing list (Docket No. ET2/CN-12-____), mail, fax, or email Robin 
Benson at Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place E., Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 
55101-2147, Fax: 651-297-7073 or robin.benson@state.mn.us. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
Bret Eknes 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
651.296.7124 
800.657.3782 
bret.eknes@state.mn.us 
www.puc.state.mn.us  

Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Deborah Pile, State Permit Manager 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
651.297.2375 
800.657.3794 
deborah.pile@state.mn.us 

http://www.minnelectrans.com/
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
mailto:robin.benson@state.mn.us
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
mailto:deborah.pile@state.mn.us
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Please visit http://greatriverenergy.com/deliveringelectricity/currentprojects/ for more information 
on the Project or you may contact us directly with your questions: 
 
Carole L. Schmidt 
Supervisor, Transmission Permitting and 
Compliance  
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Gove, MN 55369 
763.445.5214 
cschmidt@GREnergy.com 

Peter Schaub 
Senior Field Representative 
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763.445.5976 
612.801.7370 
pschaub@GREnergy.com 

 

http://greatriverenergy.com/deliveringelectricity/currentprojects/
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Newspapers/Publications 
Faribault Daily News & Northfield News 
Belle Plaine Herald 
Prior Lake American 
Star Tribune 

 
 



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

In the Matter of the Application of Great 
River Energy, a not-for-profit 
cooperative, for a Certificate ofNeed for 
its 115 kV Transmission Line Project in 
the Elko New Market and Cleary Lake 
Areas in Scott and Rice Counties, 
Minnesota 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ) 

MPUC Docket No. ET2/CN-12-

AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING 

I, Jill N. Yeaman, hereby certify that on the 9th day ofNovember, 2012, I directed to be 
sent via U.S. Mail or email a true and correct copy of the following notice to all persons 
on the attached mailing list, by depositing same, postage prepaid mail, in the United States 
mail, and by transmitting the same via email: 

Notice Plan Petition for the Application of Great River 
Energy, a not-for-profit cooperative, for a Certificate of 
Need for its 115 kV Transmission Line Project in the 
Elko New Market and Cleary Lake Areas in Scott and 
Rice Counties, Minnesota 

Jil~ eaman 

i .DIANE BAILEY-ANDERSEN " 
Notary Public " Mlni'IIIOia 

~Camillbl Elcprs..-u.y31,2015 " 

503686lvl 



Lonnie Abrams 
280 Zandale Drive 
Lexington, KY 40503 

Robert Ambrose 
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 

Patrick Anderson 
Winona Daily News 
900 E. 7th St. 
Apt. 4 
Winona, MN 55987 

Annette Bair 
SRDC- SW CERT 
240 I Broadway Ave 
Slayton, MN 56172 

Mike Bates 
8 3rd St. South 
Great Falls, MT 59401 

Thomas Bentley 
5250 CR 140 
CHASKA MN USA, MN 55318 

Josh Bird 
GE Energy 
2025 49th Ave N 
Minneapolis, MN 55430 

Chris Black 
49630 660th Ave 
Fairfax, MN 55332 

M. Bowman 
OMC 
2109thStSE 
Rochester, MN 55904 

Andrew Brown 
Dorsey and Whitney 
50 South Sixth Street 
Suite I500 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Audrey Adelmann 
4752 220th St. W. 
Farmington, MN 55024 

Sigurd Anderson 
CURE 
PO Box 278 
Lake City, MN 55041 

Virginia Antony 
1000 Superior Blvd Ste 200 
Wayzata, MN 55391 

Brian Baker 
7176 Arrowhead Ct. 
Chanhassen, MN 55317 

Dale Beckmann 
Westwood 
7699 Anagram Dr. 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

Dan Berg 
7166 Arrowhead Court 
Chanhassen, MN 0 

David Birkholz 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East 
Suite 500 
Saint Paul, MN 5510 I 

Ricky and Connie Bodeker 
6842 338th Street Way 
Cannon Falls, MN 55009 

Barbara Braman 
Acorn Environmental Consultants Inc. 
8040 Stevens Ave. S. 
Bloomington, MN 0 

Steven Bubb 
Energy Pursuits LLC 
261 School A venue 
Suite 200 
Excelsior, MN 55331 

Chuck Allison 
317 East Elm Street 
Norwood Young America, MN 55368 

David Anderson 
Saddlewood development resident 
3940 Alvarado lane North 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

Cheryl Baertlein 
56901 County Road 21 
Mazeppa, MN 55956 

Patrick Bartell 
Volco 
7505 Highway 7 
Minneapolis, MN 55426 

Peter Bellig 
207 Cedar Cliff Road 
Redwood Falls, MN 56283 

James Bertrand 
Leonard Street and Dei nard 
I 50 South 5th Street 
Suite 2300 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Michelle Bissonnette 
HDR 
701 Xenia Ave. South 
Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 

Michelle Bouta 
Upper Minnesota Valley Regional 
Development Commission 
323 West Schleiman Avenue 
Appleton, MN 56208 

Derek Brandt 
Hartford Group Inc. 
PO Box 46425 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

Adam Buckalew 
13905 52nd Ave N 703 
Plymouth, MN 55446 



Joe Butner 
The StressCrete Group 
14503 Wallick Rd. 
Atchison, KS 66002 

Ann Ciardelli 
3135 Walnut Grove Lane N 
Plymouth, MN 55447 

Andy Collins 
4688 290th Street West 
Northfield, MN 55057 

George Crocker 
North American Water 
PO Box 174 
Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

Matt Davidson 
lSD 2899 
500 W Broadway Ave 
Plainview, MN 55964 

Hadley Davis 
Sierra Club 
85 Second St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Pam DeSalle 
P.O. Box 142 
Becker, MN 55308 

Tom Doll 
P.O. Box 148 
Excelsior, MN 55331 

John Drawz 
Fredrikson Byron P.A. 
200 South Sixth Street 
Suite 4000 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Jeremy Duehr 
Malcolm Pirnie Inc. 
924 Vista Ridge Lane 
Shakopee, MN 55379 

Jeffrey Cardozo 
Mobile Mini Inc 
21044 Chippendale Ct 
Farmington, MN 55024 

Marie Clark 
2901 28th Street 
Snyder, TX 79549 

Stacy Conti 
2580 Highcrest Circle 
Chanhassen, MN 55317 

Lisa Crum 
Lisa A. Crum Law Office 
P.O. Box 129 
Scandia, MN 55073 

Wanda Davies 
Navitas Energy 
3001 Broadway St. NE 
Suite 695 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

Tricia DeBleeckere 
MN Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East 
Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

Barbara Dick 
29155 Harry Ave 
Randolph, MN 55065 

Melissa Doperalski 
DNR 
1200 Warner Road 
St. Paul, MN 5 51 06 

John Drawz 
Fredrikson and Byron P.A. 
200 South Sixth Street 
Suite 4000 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Cal Dufault 
14893 Wilds Pkwy. NW 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 

Hali Carlson 
NCC 
89 Norman Drive 
Kenora Ontario, CANADA 0 

Becky Coates 
Professional Service Industries Inc. 
2401 Pilot Knob Road 
Suite 138 
Mendota Heights, MN 55120 

Bill Cook 
Rochester Public Utilities 
4000 East River Road NE 
Rochester, MN 55906 

Emily Dalager 
400 First Ave North 
Suite 535 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

Thomas Davis 
1161 50th Ave. 
Sherburn, MN 56171 

Skip DeLong 
Wind Energy Services 
15317 11th StreetN.E. 
Mayville, NO 58257 

Michael Dolan 
6117 Scotia Drive 
Edina, MN 55439 

Elise Doucette 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road North 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dean Drusch 
44465 260th Street 
Morgan, MN 56266 

Ledy Dunkle 
Aldridge Electric Inc. 
844 East Rockland Road 
Libertyville, IL 60048 



Patrick Edwards 
I 0006 305th Street West 
Northfield, MN 55057 

Jon Eisenmann 
3365 Olive Lane North 
Plymouth, MN 5544 7 

Paul Entinger 
13821 300th St. 
New Prague, MN 56071 

Jeff Fassett 
IEM Energy Consultants Inc. 
5200 Birchwood Ct NW 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

Huck Finn 
API Construction Company 
1100 Old Hwy 8 N.W. 
New Brighton, MN 55112 

Lori Frisk-Thompson 
CMMPA 
459 S Grove Street 
Blue Earth, MN 56013 

Chad Galloway 
Arion Energy LLC. 
8400 E. Crescent Pkwy 
Suite 600 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111 

Steve Gau 
59178411 Ave 
Mazeppa, MN 55956 

Darrell Gerber 
Clean Water Action Alliance 
308 E Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

Jafar Golzarian 
17010 40th place north 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

Timothy Ehlen 
NWEC 
2750 Capriole Drive 
Medina, MN 55340 

Bret Eknes 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East 
Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 0 

Mike Erickson 
Scruples Professional Salon 

Products Inc. 
8231 214th St. W. 
Lakeville, MN 55044 

Timothy Fehr 
Trans Canada 
827 N. Liberty Street 
Morris, IL 60450 

Adina Florea 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

Jenny Frost 
Ulteig Engineers 
520 I East River Road 
Minneapolis, MN 55421 

Charles Gannott 
11710 54th Ave. N. 
Plymouth, MN 0 

K. A. Gebhardt 
43901 253rd Avenue 
Leonard, MN 56652 

Wayne Goff 
Homeowner 
5721 Highway 212 
Glencoe, MN 55336 

Dawn Gorshe 
IRET Properties 
10050 Crosstown Circle 
Suite 105 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

Kristen Eide-Tollefson 
429 SE 14th Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

Robert Enedy 
23076 Lewiston Blvd 
Hampton, MN 55031 

Shanna Eskeli 
15112 N Little Sweden Rd 
Nashwauk, MN 55769 

Sharon Ferguson 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East 
Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 0 

Dale Fredrickson 
12406 347th St. 
Lindstrom, MN 55045 

Jeffery Gale 
FPD Power Development 
511 0 Main Street NE 
Mpls, MN 55421 

Annalee Garletz 
Association of MN Counties 
125 Charles A venue 
St. Paul, MN 55103 

Jayne Geibe 
4925 Elmore Ave 
Webster, MN 55088 

Curt and Mary Pat Gohmann 
35123 County Road 2 
St. Joseph, MN 56374 

Mary Greening 
Dodge County Environmental Services 
22 6 St E 
Dept 123 
Mantorville, MN 55955 



Patti Griese Floyd Guajardo Heidi Hahn 
6800 Highover Drive Penn Well Corporation 4778 Chester Avenue 
Chanhassen, MN 55317 1455 West Loop South Webster, MN 55088 

Suite 400 
Houston, TX 77027 

Karen Hammel Eric Hansen Linda Hanson 
Attorney General s Office Pinnacle Engineering Inc. W 1806 Wilson Rd 
1400 Bremer Tower 11541 95th Avenue North Hawkins, WI 54530 
445 Minnesota Street Maple Grove, MN 55369 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

Larry Hartman Randy and Rose Haseleu Chuck Healy 
2236 Sherwood Court 420 South Hoyt 1 0600 Zinran Circle S 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 Springfield, MN 56087 Bloomington, MN 55438 

Bill Heaney Becky Hegerle Kevin Heim 
IBEW Mn. State Council Marcy Construction Company 9169 Larkspur Lane 
P. 0. Box 65397 2246 Edgewood A venue Eden Prairie, MN 55347 
St. Paul, MN 55165 St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

Kris Henry Robert Henry Valerie Herring 
28441 Garrett A venue 2925 12th Street East Briggs and Morgan 
Northfield, MN 55057 Glencoe, MN 55336 2200 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Natalie Herzog Vickie Hessenius Shirley Heyer 
10050 57th Avenue N 69144 270th Street Midtown Phillips Neighborhood 
Glyndon, MN 56547 Dexter, MN 55926 Association Inc. 

2426 13th Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 

Douglas Hickey Joe and Arlene Hoffman Rick Howden 
430 I Spruce Way 2521 260th Street West Congressman Tim Walz 
Maple Plain, MN 55359 New Prague, MN 56071 227 E Main Street 

Suite 220 
Mankato, MN 56001 

Jodi Hreha Tim Hunstad Wayne Hurley 
8315 Shadyview Lane N HMG LLC West Central Initiative 
Maple Grove, MN 55311 4165 Shorewood Trail 1000 Western Ave. 

Medina, MN 55340 PO Box 318 
Fergus Falls, MN 0 

Intern Sarah Jewell Patricia Johnson 
350 South 5th Street 33294 I 12th Avenue 23347 220th St. 
Room 307 City Hall Avon, MN 56310 Rushmore, MN 56168 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Jacqui Jovonovich-Lesmeister Chad Katzung Todd Kaufman 
Lesmeister Flying Service IBEW Local 343 Wellington Management Inc. 
8468 !40th AveS 9 80th steet S.E 1625 Energy Park Drive 
Sabin, MN 56580 Rochester, MN 55904 Suite 100 

St. Paul, MN 55108 



Cesia Kearns 
Sierra Club 
2327 E. Franklin Ave. 
Ste. I 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 

Peter Kennon 
Acciona Energy N .A. Corp 
333 W Wacker Dr 
Suite 1500 
Chicago, IL 60657 

Joseph Kocer 
5727 65th St. NW 
Rochester, MN 55901 

Stacy Kotch 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
395 John Ireland Blvd 
Mailstop 678 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

James Kuebelbeck 
28391 Kelp Rd 
St. Joseph, MN 56374 

John Lee 
Barr Engineering Co. 
4700 W. 77th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55435 

Michele Lehtis 
18725 27th Avenue N 
Plymouth, MN 55447 

Brian Long 
Ulteig Engineering Inc. 
520 I East River Road 
No. 308 
Minneapolis, MN 55421 

Kyle MacLaury 
Minnesota Center for Energy and 
Environment 
212 3rd Avenue North, Suite 560 
Minneapolis, MN 5540 I 

Jacob Malwitz 
10852 40 AVE NE 
Elgin, MN 55932 

Beau Kennedy 
59525 415th Ave. 
Mazeppa, MN 55956 

Bruce King 
Realtors Association of Northwestern 
Wisconsin 
1903 Keith Street, Suite 3 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Andrew Koebrick 
Minnesota Department of 
Administration. 
658 Cedar, 300 COB 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Trudi Krekelberg 
820 Hamlet Dr S 
Avon, MN 56301 

Lora Lakin 
private citizen 
14330 40th Place North 
Plymouth, MN 5546 

Carol Lee 
14520 48th place north 
plymouth, MN 55446 

Kim Lindquist 
City of Rosemount 
2875 !45th Street W 
Rosemount, MN 55068 

Richard Lyke 
Oronoco Township 
P.O. Box 89 
13051 18th Ave. NW 
Oronoco, MN 55960 

Valerie MacLeod 
2 71 0 Longacres Dr. 
Chanhassen, MN 55317 

Glen Markegard 
City of Bloomington 
Planning Division 
1800 W. Old Shakopee Road 
Bloomington, MN 55419 

Darren Kenning 
7242 Old Hwy 52 
St. Cloud, MN 56303 

Lorry Kispert 
50669 20th Ave. 
Kenyon, MN 55946 

Charles Koen 
8115 173rd St W 
Lakeville, MN 55044 

Karen Kromar 
MPCA 
520 Lafayette Road North 
4th Floor 
St. Paul, MN 55116 

Jim Larsen 
Metropolitan Council 
390 Robert ST N 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 

Lois and Dennis Legatt 
10960 3 85th Street 
St. Joseph, MN 56374 

James Logan 
6384 Shetland Dr NW 
Rochester, MN 5590 I 

Paula Macabee 
Just Change Consulting Law Offices 
1961 Selby 
EMAIL ONLY 
St. Paul, MN 55104 

Amy Mahan 
3810 Alvarado Lane North 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

Joan Marshman 
Florence Township 
30129 Co2 Blvd 
PO Box 62 
Frontenac, MN 55026 



Stephen McCurry 
1320 Wildflower Lane 
Chaska, MN 55318 

Kraig Melvie 
K K Trucking Inc. 
21738 !65th ave nw 
viking, MN 56760 

Ryan Miner 
Marcy Construction 
2246 Edgewood Ave. 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

Kevin Mixon 
DNR 
261 HWY 15 South 
New Ulm, MN 56073 

David Morris 
ILSR 
1313 5th Street S.E. 
Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

Colleen Mueller 
22186 State Hwy 4 
Paynesville, MN 56362 

Kevin Nelson 
Utility Shareholders of South Dakota 
120 3rd. Ave. S 
Brookings, SD 57006 

Daniel Noonan 
211 15 Radisson Road 
Excelsior, MN 55331 

Steven Nyhus 
Flaherty and Hood P.A. 
525 Park St 
Suite 470 
St. Paul, MN 55103 

Eric 0 Gary 
21532 Willamette Street NE 
Wyoming, MN 55092 

Michelle McMorrow 
32537 59th Avenue Way 
Cannon Falls, MN 55009 

Beatrice Meyer 
3284 Clairmont North NE 
Atlanta, GA 30329 

Brian Mitchell 
Corval Group 
1633 Eustis Street 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

M.Moe 
2021 22nd Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 

Joseph Morse 
Bluff Land Environmental Watch 
PO Box 331 
Winona, MN 55987 

Sharon Muller 
3078 125th St. NW 
Oronoco, MN 55960 

Jamie Nickel 
3945 Alvarado LN N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

C. Merl Anna Mae Norman 
Laymen for Christ Woodland Camp 
39757 573rd Street 
39814 573rd Street 
Zumbro Falls, MN 55991 

Stephanie Nyhus 
State of Minnesota 
600 North Robert Street 
Mail Station 3340 
St. Paul, MN 55992 

Kate O'Connell 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East 
Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 0 

Brian Meloy 
Leonard Street and Deinard 
150 South 5th Street 
Suite 2300 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Dianne Miller 
8652 60th Street West 
Lonsdale, MN 55046 

Steven Mittelstaedt 
32097 Sanborn DR 
Montgomery, MN 56069 

Keith Moeller 
5150 Quantico Lane N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

Todd Morse 
Trinity Investments LLC 
3521 Riverview CircleS. 
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